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> The SABE Exhibition (Urban Projects)

On Monday 23rd June, 2014, the Greater Amman Municipality (GAM)
Mayor, Mr. Agel Biltaji, inaugurated the Projects Exhibition that was
organized by the students of the School of Architecture and Built En-
vironment at GJU, in the presence of Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, the
GJU President, and Brig. Gen. Dawood Hakouz, the Traffic Department
Director.

The Projects Exhibition, which was held at Darat Othman Bdeir, and
under the supervision of Arch. Kamal Jalougah, Industrial Professor,
Urban Planning, aimed at reviving and increasing the green concerns
of the Alshabsough area.

The SABE third year students who designed the projects visited the
Alshabsough area and decided to bring back life to this very old place
through renewing the informal public spaces of alleys, stairs and street
corners.

The projects included strategies which purposes are to form a net of
these spaces, add seating areas, greenery and shading structures. The
projects are considered as low budget but with high social value, in
addition to increasing green concerns and reviving the whole area.

Arch. Jalouqgah displayed a short film by New York City’s director of ur-
ban planning, the big thinker Amanda Burden, who worked to reshape
the entire city of New York, and revive the public spaces of the city,
which was a great experience.

During the exhibition, Mr. Biltaji praised the outstanding and scientific
level of the SABE and the hard work of its students, pointing out the
importance of these projects that can preserve the cultural heritage of
Amman.

He further added that it is necessary to enhance cooperation between
the GAM and the SABE -Darat Othman Bdeir to serve the whole city of
Amman in the aspects of urban planning and development.

For his part, Prof. Abu Obeid said that the SABE — Darat Othman Bdeir
has contributed to reviving the memory of the place in Jabal Amman
and will have a role in reviving the house of the former Prime Minister,
Ibrahim Hashim, in cooperation with the GAM.

Arch. Jalougah emphasized that the projects which focused on renew-
ing the informal public spaces of the Alshabsough neighborhood aim
to emulate this old area.

It is worth mentioning that the exhibition included several plans for an
Amman Open Top Tour Bus with a carpark building that would include
shops, a foot bridge market, ARC 346- Urban Studies “Shabsough
Street Revival” and the Development of Shabsough Mosque Stairs.

At the end of the exhibition, the attendees took a tour through the
Darat, while Prof. Mohammad Yaghan, the Dean of the SABE, gave a
brief about the School and its achievements.

Congratulations

The GJU family would like to congratulate Dr. Salem Al-Agtash from the
School of Computer Engineering and Information Technology for his
promotion to the rank of “Professor”.

Best wishes from the GJU family to you at this new stage.




Al-Naura

> Delegation from the German Parliament Visits GJU

On Thursday, 19th June 2014, a delegation from the German Parlia-
ment visited the German Jordanian University in order to present the
“International Parliamentary Scholarship of the German Bundestag”
IPS.

Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, President of GJU, welcomed the delegation
and expressed his gratitude to the German actors for their continuous
efforts in supporting GJU since its establishment in 2005, especially the
Higher Education of Germany, Deutsche Gesellschaftfurlnternationale-
Zusammenarbeit (G1Z), German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD),
the German Embassy, the University of Magdeburg and the project Of-
fice of GJU in Magdeburg.

Furthermore, he asserted that GJU is devoted to excellence in teach-
ing, learning, and developing leaders in many unique disciplines who
make a difference to Jordan and globally. GJU Schools are engaged with
teaching and research to push the boundaries of human knowledge

among the German and the Jordanian cultures. Graduates, who have
the highest employment rate among the Jordanian universities, are eli-
gible to work in the biggest global companies.

Moreover, Prof. Abu Obeid emphasized that CJU is an unparalleled
university in the whole region, based on education for employability,
and focusing on innovation and entrepreneurship, and it should be
the cultural bridge between Jordan, the Arab world and the European
countries through Germany.

One certain highlight of the visit was an inter-locution with the Member
of the German Parliament, and the Member of the Budget Committee
of the German Parliament, Mr. Steffen-Claudio Lemme, who outlined
the importance ofthis cooperation and discussed enhancing the friend-
ship between the two countries, adding that GJU is a very successful
model of an applied sciences university, therefore many countries are
looking to establish an educational model like GJU.

He also gave a detailed presentation about the IPS, in the presence of
many students, stating that the program has aimed at supporting the
democracy movement in the Arab-world since 2012, and supporting
the young graduates who want to advance the transformation process
in their home countries. In addition, he displayed a film that talked
about the experience of a group of graduates from different Arab coun-
tries in the German Parliament.

It is worth mentioning that the meeting was attended by the GJU Vice
President, Prof. Manar Fayyad, in addition to the members of the del-
egation, MinDir Prof. Urlich Schoeler, Head of the Section for Science
and External Relations in the German Parliament, Dr. Angelena Goell-
nitz, International Exchange Programs and Coordinator for the Arab
region, and Dr. Ines Gefiner, the Deputy Head of Mission - German
Embassy.

Comparative History of Architecture Exhibition

On the 3rd of June, 2014 an Exhibition of Comparative History of Archi-
tecture was held at the Darat Othman Bdeir for Innovation and Entre-
preneurship under the patronage of Dr. Mohammad Yaghan, Dean of
the Architecture and Built Environment School.

The Exhibition presented architectural roots, contexts and settlement
forms from Pre-historic beginnings to the Middle Eastern and North
African civilizations of the Nile Valley, Mesopotamia, and the Classical
civilizations of Greece and Rome. It also dealt with Byzantine and Early
Christian architecture; the evolution of Western architecture and art,
Romanesque, Gothic and the Renaissance.

The students of Comparative History of Architecture supervised by
Arch. Farah AlAtrash presented the masterpieces of each civilization
they studied during the second semester.

On her side, Arch. Farah AlAtrash, Lecturer at SABE, mentioned that
the second year students of the Comparative History of Architecture

~ —

summarised the most important Architectural features of each civili-
sation. They also presented their work in a very interactive way as they
dressed as the traditional costumes of the different civilizations during
the exhibition.




> GJU participates in the Second Arab-Euro Conference
on Higher Education

The German Jordanian University participated in the second Arab-Euro
Conference on Higher Education that took place at Princess Sumaya
University for Technology (PSUT) on Tuesday, 10 June, 2014, with the
participation of 200 presidents of Arab and European universities.

The two-day conference, inaugurated by HRH Princess Sumaya, chair-
person of the Princess Sumaya University for Technology (PSUT) board
of trustees, was organized by the Association of Arab Universities and

the European University Association in cooperation with PSUT.

Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, the GJU President, was one of the four pan-
elists who opened the panel entitled “Internationalization through Mo-
bility Programs”.

Moreover, Prof. Abu Obeid gave a presentation about the story of GJU,
highlighting the most remarkable features of the university, the Ger-
man year, the unique specialists, its wide network - with more than 85
universities in Germany - as well as the exchange programs.

He further emphasized that GJU has a unique educational environ-
ment bridging the German professors and the students, pointing out
that the German Language Center at GJU provides Arabic language
courses for foreigners, especially Germans.

This major event encourages Rectors, Presidents and Vice-chancellors
from both regions to rethink the role of the university in the current
context of internationalization and to examine the introduction of new
functions to tackle socio-economic challenges in the Arab, Euro and
Arab-Euro contexts.

It is worth mentioning that GJU also had a booth beside many Euro-
pean and Arab universities, during the conference days, showing the
University fliers, brochures, yearbooks and much more.

Free Medical Day at GJU

In the high sense of responsibility towards the local community and in
line with its efforts to support the citizens of Naoa’r - Madaba, the Ger-
man Jordanian University organized a free medical day in cooperation
with the Specialty Hospital on Thursday, 12th June, 2014.

This day marked an outstanding initiative at GJU in that it offered qual-
ity services in the fields of internal medicine, general surgery as well
as pediatric, and orthopedic surgery. All patients were whole-heartedly
welcomed to be diagnosed and received appropriate treatment.

Prof. Natheer Abu.Obeid, GJU President, expressed his delight, in the
presence of Dr. Fawzi Hammouri CEO, General Manager of the Spe-
cialty Hospital at holding such initiatives at GJU, which help underpriv-
ileged families and provides free medical services to Madaba citizens.

Prof. Abu.Obeid added that GJU is keen to strengthen its partnership
with the local community through these humanitarian initiatives, add-
ing that this gesture is part of our social responsibility towards the citi-
zens who are entitled to receive health services.

For his part Dr. Hammouri said that this initiative indicates a sense of
social responsibility and it is very important to continue such activities
that serve the local community.

During the day the doctors checked around 200 patients offering them
needed medicine after being diagnosed.
In their turn, Madaba citizens expressed their gratitude for GJU’s ongo-

ing initiatives by extending their utmost greetings to the university, for
it has helped them diagnose early detection of diseases.
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> GJU Hosts a Delegation from the German Jordanian Society (D]JG)

The German Jordanian University hosted a delegation from the German
Jordanian Society (D)G), headed by its president, Mr. Helmut Henseler.
The occasion took place at GJU’s Darat Othman Bdeir premises. The
event aimed at introducing the University’s role in the developmental
process of higher education and enhancement of the bilateral ties be-
tween Jordan and Germany.

GJU’s President, Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, welcomed the delegation
and expressed his happiness to host a friendly meeting, which reflects
the GJU’s mission to link with the society of Amman, and also enhance
its message of friendship to Germany, both culturally and academically.
He further underscored DJG's continuous efforts to support the bilat-
eral relations between Jordan and Germany.

Prof. Anton Mangstl stressed the critical importance of the German

year and how it helps students gain international experience and im-
proves their practical skills.

On his side, H. E. Mr. Ralph Tarraf, the German Ambassador, under-
lined the impact of the GJU as a permanent link between Jordan and
CGermany with its important student exchange programs. He also
praised the role of the DJG and other related organizations, like the
Jordanian German Friendship Society, their youth program and the Jor-
danian German Business Council representing the Jordanian and the
German cultures through its various programs and activities.

On his part, Mr. Henseler thanked GJU for their hospitality and em-
phasized that the DJG is keen to encourage intercultural awareness
between the German culture and the Arab -Jordanian cultural spheres.
The DJG has been a stable link between Jordan and Germany for over
fifty years, supporting the friendship between both countries through
their activities, such as conferences, exhibitions, business contacts and
regular youth exchange programs.

Prof. Mohammad Yaghan, the Dean of the School of Architecture and
Built Environment, briefed the participants about Darat Othman Bdeir,
its mission and programs, and took the delegation afterwards on a tour
through the buildings.

The delegation members and the guests, who represented different
sectors, like academic and business, the social, political and the cultur-
al parts as well as the youth of the Jordanian society used the oppor-
tunity for lively and interesting debates and formed new connections
between Germany and Jordan.

The Cultural Counselor of Bahrain Embassy Visits GJU

The Cultural Counselor of the Cultural Attaché of the Bahrain Embassy
in Jordan, Ghada Al. Mehza visited the German Jordanian University on
Wednesday, June 18, 2014.

The goal of the visit was to provide an update on GJU'’s academic pro-
grams, specialists, schools and to discuss partnership opportunities
between the Bahrain Embassy and the GJU.

Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, the GJU President said that strengthening
ties with our friends from the Bahrain Embassy is important for both
the Bahraini students and the university.

He also affirmed that it is the university’s desire, with the assistance
of the Bahrain Embassy, to attract more students to GJU from Bahrain
and eventually see Bahraini students graduate from GJU and return to
Bahrain ready and able to contribute as leaders to their country.

For her part, Ms. Al Mehza commended GJU for its supreme academic
and scientific levels and its great reputation in the region as well.

In addition to being a point of contact for Bahraini students, the Cul-
tural Attaché in Jordan is working to engage with GJU and enhance
Jordanian-Bahraini cultural relations, share experiences and introduce
culture, according to Ms. Al Mehza.




> A Delegation From EUA Visits GJU

The German Jordanian University had the pleasure of welcoming a delega-
tion from the European University Association, on Sunday &th June, 2014.
The visit of EUA was organized by invitation of the GJU President and the
desire to explore the university and its educational approach.

Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, greeted the guests, and shared with them infor-
mation about the structure of GJU, its Schools, programs and disciplines,
as well as discussing a range of educational topics in higher education in
the presence of the GJU Vice President and the GJU Vice President for
International Affairs.

Prof Abu. Obeid was also keen to emphasize that CJU is a great model
of edification at all levels, and is always aiming to broaden the range
of its network with European countries, especially as it is considered a
bridge to Germany in particular and other countries generally.

For her part, Lesley Wilson, Secretary General of EUA, said that EUA
represents and supports more than 850 institutions of higher educa-
tion in 47 countries, providing them with a forum for cooperation and
exchange of information on higher education and research policies.

She further added that the Association is promoting European poli-
cies that strengthen universities’ role in the development of Europe’s
knowledge society, as well as enhancing the international dimension of
universities through improved cooperation among its members and in
particular by establishing dialogue with partner organizations in other
world regions.

Prof. Maria Helena Nazare, EAU President, assured that EAU is seek-
ing to build partnerships of many educational interests with Jordanian
universities through the Association of Arab Universities.

It is worth mentioning that the delegation from EUA and GJU will partic-
ipate in the Second Arab-Euro Conference on Higher Education, which
will take place at Princess Sumaya University for Technology (PSUT).

GJU and TU Berlin University Seek Cooperation

On Wednesday, the 11th of June 2014, Prof. Natheer Abu.Obeid, Pres-
ident of the German Jordanian University, received Prof. Christian
Thomsen, the President of the Technical University of Berlin to discuss
aspects of cooperation and coordination in the areas of water, energy
as well as joint research studies.

Prof. Abu Obeid wholeheartedly welcomed the guest and hoped for
fruitful results by the end of the meeting. He emphasized that GJU is
a unique model of an applied university, and a high tech educational
institution, that points the university strongly to the market needs.

He also highlighted the university’s focus and attention on the spe-
cialties of Energy Engineering, and Water and Environment Engineer-

ing.

On his side, Prof. Thomsen stressed the need to strengthen bilateral
relations between the two universities in order to exchange experiences
and cooperate in developing research studies in common interests.

Both the GJU Vice President, Prof. Manar Fayyad, and the CJU Vice
President for International Affairs, Prof. Anton Mangstl, spoke about
the GJU history of the previous academic years, its successful steps and
achievements, assuring that both parties should exchange innovative
ideas especially with regard to the role of improving and supporting
energy programs and projects.

During the meeting Dr. Suhail Kiwan, Dean of the School of Natural
Resources Engineering and Management, and Dr. Hazim Kilani, the
Vice Dean of SATS pointed to the efforts of study plans which have

established a solar energy center at CJU, as well as the positive effect
of providing training courses for energy engineering students and also
reducing energy use at the university.

In addition, they reviewed the joint programs, which are supported by
the European Union within the Tempus projects, particularly the joint
master’s program in renewable energy.

At the end of the meeting, Prof. Thomsen had a swift overview of the
campus.
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> Opening Seminar for the GJU Tempus Project
on Vision Rehabilitation

On Wednesday, 11th June, 2014, GJU launched the Tempus project enti-
tled “Curriculum and Skill Development in Vision Rehabilitation”.

In the next two years, a consortium of universities and non-governmen-
tal organizations in Europe and the Middle East will work together to
improve the quality and quantity of the services for persons with visual
impairment in Jordan and Palestine.

Prof. Manar Fayyad, the GJU Vice President, welcomed all the partici-
pants, and stressed that GJU strives to support all events and projects
that are related to the Vision Training Center. She also said that GJU is
very proud to have a successful center that serves people with visual
disabilities.

The participants were from partner countries namely Hungary (E6t-
vosLordnd U.), The Netherlands (Radboud U. Nijmegen and Royal
Dutch Visio), the UK (Aston U. and Focus Birmingham), and Palestine
(An-Najah National U., Bethlehem U. and Bethlehem Arab Society for
Rehabilitation) as well as Jordan (U. of Jordan and the GJU).

The Opening Seminar was divided into two parts. The first was held
at the GJU campus in Almushagar and aimed at informing the partici-
pants about the existing services in the partner countries. As expected,
the presentations revealed huge differences in the type and quality of
services available for persons with visual impairment in Europe and
the Middle East.

The second part of the seminar was held the next day at the Vision
Training Center in Jubeiha. The participants discussed specific issues
related to the project, involving both the trainers and the trainees rep-
resenting various professions: ophthalmologists, optometrists, occu-
pational therapists, physiotherapists, psychologists and rehabilitation
workers.

Hopefully between now and November 2016, the project will produce
better curricula for optometrists and occupational therapists, and will
enable the clinical instructors to provide better services to the commu-
nity.

Lecture about the Grant Opportunities of ONR

The Deanship of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research at GJU
organized a valuable lecture presented by Dr. Monique E. Beaudoin,

Associate Director of the Office of Naval Research Clobal /UK
Monday, gth June 2014.

on

The Office of Naval Research Global (ONR) provides the science and
technology necessary to maintain the Navy and Marine Corps’ techno-
logical advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a leader in science and
technology with engagement in 50 states, 70 countries, 1,035 institu-

tions of higher learning and 914 industry partners.

Dr. Monique E. Beaudoin met Prof. Natheer Abu.Obeid, the GJU Presi-
dent, and they talked about possible cooperation in the future as well as
the grant opportunities that are provided by (ONR ) for basic research
related to the Navy.

Thereafter, she had a wide discussion with a number of professors
about the mechanisms of grants, funding opportunities and the ap-
plication process. She pointed out that (ONR) sponsors scientific re-
search efforts that enable the future operational concepts of the scienc-
es.

She also added that the office promotes collaboration with internation-
al scientists while science advisors identify fleet needs and implement
technological solutions. It is constantly looking for innovative scientific
and technological solutions that can address current and future Navy
and Marine Corps requirements. The office seeks to do business with
people and organizations with groundbreaking ideas, pioneering sci-
entific research, novel technological developments, and first-class sup-
port services.

The lecture was presented in the presence of Prof. Dr. Marwan S. Mou-
sa, President of the Jordanian Club of Humboldt Fellows and Yara M.
Abulaban, Regional Environment Specialist, Embassy of USA, who also
participated in the discussions.
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> A Representative from the Ministry of Education of China Visits GJU

Mr. Yan Bingchen, Director of the Department of International Coop-

eration and Exchanges / Ministry of Education, People’s Republic of

China visited the German Jordanian University (GJU) on Sunday 15th
June, 2014.

The visit aimed at discussing China’s vision of establishing an Arabian
Chinese University in Jordan along the lines of GJU, and viewing GJU
accomplishments, Schools, programs and experiences.

During the meeting, Prof. Manar Fayyad, the GJU Vice President, greet-
ed the guests and spoke about the university’s educational system,
programs, the unique specialties and the importance of the exchange
year in Germany.

She also added that GJU always opens its doors to cooperate with inter-
national parties that serve Jordan and other countries.

For his part, Mr. Yan Bingchen was impressed by the highly advanced
scientific and academic level of the university. He also emphasized that
China is keen to embrace joint educational experiences to create aca-

demic environments and establish an Arabian Chinese University.

At the end of the visit, a wide discussion was held with the guests,
where Prof. Fayyad explained and answered many questions with re-
gard to GJU's history, and its partnerships with many educational and
Industrial institutions in Jordan and Germany.

Delegation from the Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific Research of Iraq Visits GJU

A delegation from the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Re-
search of Iraq visited the German Jordanian University on Tuesday 10th
June 2014, in order to explore the university’s profile and educational
system.

Prof. Manar Fayyad, the Vice President of GJU, introduced the delega-

tion to the university's educational programs, pointing out that GJU
is a role model for an applied sciences university and is a high tech
educational institution.

She further added that GJU presents a critical role in combining theory,
application, and direction toward the needs of the labor market and
industry, and graduating professional engineers who are able to enroll
in the work field.

On his side, Dr. Nabil Al-Aaraji, Head of the delegation, emphasized
that the purpose of the visit was to explore the GJU experience closely,
and transfer this knowledge to Iraq.

He also praised the university's scientific and academic reputation in
the Arab world.

At the end of the meeting that was attended by the Iragi Cultural
Counselor, Dr. Abd-Al Razig Al- Issa, and Dr. Akeel Al-Kazwini from the
School of Applied Medical Sciences, the delegation had a tour through
the university campus.

Notice:
We are pleased to invite you to help us enrich the content of Al-Naura Newsletter through
providing us with news and articles of the different events in your School or Department.
Contributions should be sent to the contact details mentioned on the last page.
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> IE Club Day

The Industrial Engineering Club at the German Jordanian University or-
ganized an open day for students to introduce them to the importance
of this specialization and its role in achieving the industrial renaissance
in the Kingdom through hosting a number of representatives of some
global industrial companies.

The adviser of the IE club, Dr. Safwan Tarazi said that the IE day aims
to provide opportunities for students to participate actively and gain
experiences that enrich their attitudes and engineering concerns at the
technical and intellectual levels.

The Director of Warehouses and Production at the Fine Company, En-
gineer Malik Bakri, gave a brief about the company’s strategy, opera-
tional methodologies and internal capabilities, calling on students to

get high grades to prove their abilities in the market.

For her part, Eng. Dana Al-Alma’a, a representative from Tabuk Phar-
maceuticals Manufacturing Company, gave a detailed presentation
about the company, its objectives and functional structure, indicating
the role of the industrial engineer in collecting and analyzing the infor-
mation and participating in setting out management solutions.

In their turn, the representatives from (agility) and (Fosroc) expressed
the company’s desire to hire GJU students due to their superiority and
experience during their fourth year in Germany.

At the end of the day, a discussion was held regarding the industrial
engineering and labor market requirements.

> IT.net Club day

On Tuesday, June 3rd, 2014, a special event was organized by the GJU
IT Club where students from the School of Computer Engineering and
Information Technology (SCEIT) at GJU presented their projects to oth-
er GJUers.

The event was based on the idea of bringing SCEIT’s technology-related
majors a bit closer to everyone else, and to show the ‘out-of-the-box’
creative thinking styles required in IT. The students were very excited
about presenting their work, and their excitement was met with interest
by other GJUers. The projects were very diverse from different fields, fo-
cusing on mathematical and logical problems, graphical user interface
designs, and mobile applications.

In addition to the project presentations each station had a set of puz-
zles or riddles that participants could solve, ultimately aiming to intro-
duce them to an IT-related topic without using the IT jargon as well
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