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Dear GJU students,

First, Let me welcome you all at the beginning of the
new academic year 2015-2014. | wish you all success
and excellence in your studies.Second, let us all
congratulate our new comers on their admission to
GJU! You should be proud of your achievement in
joining the GJU family, and | do wish you all good
luck and great success in the coming era of your life.

This year comes at an important juncture and
while we are about to accomplish a significant
milestone in CJU’s journey. The tenth anniversary
of our beloved university is expected to be launched
in 2015.1 feel very lucky and proud to witness this
great event in my capacity as president of this great
university. In its first decade, GJU has managed to
establish an acclaimed status amongst the various
universities operating in the Kingdom. Great efforts
have been made by all GJU previous and present
staff & leadership, in order to achieve this great
reputation of a successful and unique example of
Jordan’s high education.

Today, GJU has 4000 students, 350 of whom are
graduate. This number will continue to increase
while, at the same time, keeping the university
doctrine of offering high quality education. Currently,
the university is offering 17 undergraduate programs
and 6 graduate programs.Additional programs are
expected to see the light in the foreseen future, in
keeping with the University goals and mission to
produce highly skilled and well-trained cadres and
professionals.

Over the past decade, GJU has been investing in

GJU’s President
Welcomes New Students

its partnerships with German institutions of higher
education and industry by applying a double and
parallel strategic approach. First, by adopting a

new methodology of curricula and instruction
whereby the model of applied science universities
adopted in Germany, is implemented alongside the
theoretical aspect of the programs. Secondly, by
promoting knowledge transfer. In that, the University
has managed to forge links with a consortium
comprising more than go German universities, with
Magdeburg as head of this consortium.Hundreds
of our students go to join our partner universities in
Germanyduring their fourth year of study, in addition
to hundreds of them joining German companies.
Cladly speaking, our students proved capable of
beating the challenge and coping well with the
demands of a new and challenging education.

Another major achievement of GJU is thefact thatit
is working closely and effectively with DAAD to
establish the distinguished partnership that we

are currently enjoying.Such relation goes back to
the earlyyears of GJU inception. Since then, the
University has been enjoying generous support
from DAAD, as well as from all its German partners,
namely the German Ministry of Education and
Scientific Research; The State of Saxony-Anhlat;
Magdeburg University; and the German Embassy in
Amman. Truly, their support has rendered students>
mission easier and made it possible.

Once again, | would like to congratulate our new

comers and welcome you all. | do wish you all a
prosperous career and academic life ahead.

President Natheer Abu-Obeid




> HRH Prince El Hassan Inaugurates the
Social Water Studies in the MENA Regional Conference

Under the patronage of HRH Prince Hassan Bin Talal, the German
Jordanian University in partnership with Humboldt University and the
University of Jordan, organized an international conference under the
name “Social Water Studies in the MENA region” on 28 September,
2014.

The conference aimed to initiate stocktaking of social science research
on water issues in the MENA region and to illustrate how a social sci-
ence perspective could be further developed.

HRH Prince Hassan underscored the need for a new comprehensive
study to examine the region’s ability to deal with pressures in light of
successive crises and increasing waves of forced migration. Inaugurat-
ing a conference on “Social Water Studies in the Middle East and the
North Africa Region”, Prince Hassan, who chairs a High Level Forum
for the Blue Peace Middle East plan, stressed the need for pan-Arab
strategies that increase the region’s ability and efficiency to deal with
crises.

HRH further stressed the importance of policies that are shared by the
private sector and non-governmental organizations in the manage-
ment of water, wondering, “Where is the economic value that could
be added to the neighboring population of the gas, oil and waterlines.”
Prince Hassan emphasized the necessity of linking all forms of devel-
opment with human dignity as well asachieving equal and integrated
independence between oil revenues and population distribution, show-
ing many studies related to water management.

Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, warmly welcomed HRH Prince Hassan Bin-
Talal, and all the guests to the GJU campus, saying that it is quite
an honor for the university to host important conferences under the
patronage of HRH Prince Hassan.

In this context, Prof. Abu Obeid outlined that in our region water is a
very limited and precious resource, especially in Jordan. Moreover, the
concept of sustainability needs to be promoted by the collaboration of
different fields of science. He also stated thata mass awareness of the
use of water should be part of it especially a cultural and social under-
standing of human behavior and attitudes towards sustainability.

The president further extended his gratitude to GJU’s partners at this
conference, Humboldt University in Berlin, the team from the water
Energy and Environmental Center in the University of Jordan, as well as
GIZ and ESCWA for their contributions.

For his part, Mr. Ralph Tarraf the German Ambassador, congratulated
the organizers of this conference on gathering outstanding research-
ers and scientists, emphasizing that such an important conference is
bringing the Germans and the Jordanians closer concerning water
issues.



Mr. Tarraf said that the conference stands out by highlighting the re-
gional dimensions of water issues and the many challenges facing the
water sectors in the Mena region in addition to its impact on the cur-
rent situation.

Prof. Sari Hanafi from the American University of Beirut gave a pres-
entation entitled “ Broken Cycle between the Academic research and
Policy”.
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Under the Patronage

It is worth mentioning that the conference which lasted for 2 days, had
several panel sessions addressing various topics, the policies of trans-
forming the water sector in the Mena region and in the Mediterranean,
education about water, water management and transitions, the behav-
joral dimensions of urban water use, the water crises in local Palestine,
dynamic political large scale contexts and water management, local
ground governance in the Mena region, large infrastructures and water
and finally local ground water governance in the Mena region.

GJU’s Family Exchange Greetings on the occasion of Al-Adha Eid

Under the patronage of GJU'’s President, Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, the
university organized a reception on the occasion of Al —Adha Eid at
the Friendship Garden to exchange greetings with the GJU staff and to
celebrate this occasion with traditional Eid sweets.

Prof. Abu Obeid expressed his happiness at this gathering to exchange
greetings for Eid, wishing the kingdom to remain safe under the lead-
ership of His Majesty.

The staff wished the president more prosperity and continuous pro-
gress for the university.

Accepting Eid greetings alongside Prof. Abu Obeid were the Vice Presi-
dent, Prof. Manar Fayyad and the Deans of the Schools.




> A Delegation from the
German-Jordanian Friendship Society Visited GJU

As part of the German Jordanian University role in supporting the ex-
change of knowledge and friendship between the German and Jordani-
an cultures, GJU hosted a group from the German-Jordanian friendship
society on Monday, 8th of September, 2014.

The gth German-Jordanian Youth Exchange Program that was organ-
ized by the Jordanian German Friendship Society included 45 young
GCermans and Jordanians. They exchanged experiences in different sub-
jects for example what the youth can do to increase awareness about
environmental, cultural and the most important political issues that are
occurring in the world nowadays.

The group was first welcomed by Dr. Andrea Christiansen, Mobility Fa-
cilitator at the International Office of GJU, where she highlighted the
importance of such initiatives and collaboration between GJU and the
society. The group was also shown a brief presentation about GJU’s
establishment, Schools, majors, features and exchange year.

For his part, Prof. Natheer Abu.Obeid, the GJU President, welcomed
the guests and emphasized that GJU is a special platform for any ac-
tivity of interaction that could happen between the German-Jordanian
friendship society and the university, as it is also considered a bridge
of culture to Germany, which helps to widen the intercultural knowl-
edge about both cultures and encourages the youth of both countries
to meet and understand their different cultures and values.

On their part Mr. Helmut Henseler, President of the German Jordani-
an Friendship Society and Mr. Shadi Nejim, the International Project
Coordinator thanked GJU for their hospitality and emphasized the im-
portance of such cooperation, which has been an ongoing cooperation
since the establishment of GJU and the Society.

After that, the group had lunch with some of the students and repre-
sentatives from the university.

A Chinese Delegation Visited GJU

According to the Chinese government vision of establishing an Arabian
Chinese University in Jordan and in the Arab region and according to
the excellent reputation of GJU, a Chinese delegation led by Dr. Sun
Xiaobing, General Director of the Department of Policy and Regulation
visited the university to view the GJU policy of education, programs and
management systems.

Dr. Xiaobing expressed the delegation’s utmost delight at visiting GJU
and meeting with the President and some professors in order to know
more about the university, its establishment and experience. He ad-
dressed several topics and had questions to discuss.

Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, the GJU President welcomed the delegation,
and said that GJU is very happy to have recently hosted many Chinese
guests.

The President spoke about the university’s history and establishment
that is based on the friendship between Jordan and Germany. It has
become a successful model of higher education offering different pro-
grams, unique majors as well as being involved in superb partnerships
with many educational and industrial institutions in Germany.

The GJU community and staff works hand in hand to craft solutions
to challenges, to quickly move beyond any obstacles that might occur,
while helping students through collaboration with the International
Office and the Office for Industrial Links as wel as the GJU Office in
Magdeburg. GJU appreciates their great efforts.

He pointed out that the GJU is focusing on the cultural face beside the
education and scientific research.

The delegation members were highly impressed with the advanced
scientific level of the university and by the experienced professors and
staff, expressing their desire to build on the collaborative bonds and to
benefit from the university's great experience.

It is worth mentioning a group of GJU staff who participated in the
discussion with the delegation, starting with Dr. Salem Al.Agtash, the
Presidential Counselor for Strategic Affairs and Computing, Dr. Yaser
Rajjal, Assistant to the President for Communications and Public Rela-
tions as well as Dr. Laila Yaghi, Assistant to the President for Admission
and Registration and Sana’ Farraj, Director of the Finance Department.



0

Al-Naura

> President meets with the German Instructors

The CJU president met with the German Instructors of the Language
Center, who now number almost 130. They came from Germany to
GJU to teach the German language (intensive beginning class). The
meeting was in the presence of Dr. Michael de Jong, Director of the
Language Center and Prof. Anton Mangstl, Vice President for Interna-
tional Affairs.

Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid greeted all lecturers and thanked them for
their efforts and enthusiasm in teaching our students.

He stressed that GJU is the place where they can all explore the experi-
ence of life, of crossing cultures, as well as interacting with people from
different parts of the world.

The president mentioned that GJU is very proud of the Arabic Lan-
guage and Culture Program to be stationed at the university, emphasiz-
ing that GJU will be a strong supporter. He also wished them success
and a fruitful experience at GJU besides their educational mission.

For his part, Prof Mangstl expressed his delight to have intercultural
lecturers at the university, who are motivated, saying that it is their
opportunity to become more professional and successful and to have
different experiences and theyshould transfer the beautiful image about
Jordan to their own country.

The US Cultural Attaché Visits GJU

The US Cultural Attaché in Jordan, Tobias Bradford, visited the German
Jordanian University (GJU) as part of an effort to cooperate with Jorda-
nian universities in academic and cultural areas.

Mr. Bradford met with the GJU President Prof. Natheer Abu.Obeid. The
parties discussed ways to strengthen cultural collaboration between
the university and the embassy.

Attaché Bradfordexpressed a great desire to strengthen interaction
and cooperation between the embassy and the university in the ser-
vice of education in Jordan, through organizing such events to inform
students about scholarships which are offered by the embassy espe-
cially the “Fulbright Foreign Student Program” that enables graduate
students, and young professionals from abroad to conduct research
and study in the United States.

He also suggested having round-table discussions between some pro-
fessionals and students who will enthusiastically share information
about their initiatives and aspirations as well as the obstacles they face
in the district and propose ideas about studying abroad and sharing
educational and cultural experiences.

President Abu.Obeid gave a briefing on GJU Schools, academic pro-
grams and the German exchange year, explaining the university’s role
in promoting a bright model of an applied sciences university in the
Middle East.

He underscored the university’s unique disciplines as gateways for
students to learn about and communicate with other people as well
as helping them to work after graduation in the top global companies
of the world. He also emphasized that GJU is spreading the spirit of
entrepreneurship and creativity among students and working now to
establish a center for innovation and entrepreneurship to train the stu-
dents to create small businesses.

Notice:
We are pleased to invite you to help us enrich the content of Al-Naura Newsletter through
providing us with news and articles of the different events in your School or Department.
Contributions should be sent to the contact details mentioned on the last page.
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> Places of Dwelling and Places of Production Exhibition
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The school of Architecture and Built Environment (SABE) at the GJU
organized an exhibition about teaching architecture design and design
methodology and pedagogy at 3rd year level at the university during the
academic year 2013-2014.

The exhibition was held under the patronage of the Dean of the SABE,
Dr. Mohammad Yaghan, at the Amman Electricity Hangar at Ras El
Ain, and was curated by Dr. Rami Farouk Daher and a group of stu-
dents from the GJU.

Arabic Language and Culture

The School of Languages at the German Jordanian University organ-
ized a welcoming meeting for the German students who will study the
Arabic language at the university for five months.

The 23 students are studying Oriental or Islamic Studies at Bremen
University of Applied Sciences, Leipzig University Phillip University of
Marburg and many others. Some of them who have received a schol-
arship from the DAAD, while others came to Amman at their own
expense. In former years, the DAAD scholarship program supported
studies in Cairo and have transferred to Amman for the first time this
year.

The President of the GJU Prof. Natheer Abu-Obeid welcomed all the
students and emphasized that our language is the most important part
of our being, quoting from Martin Heidegger: “Language is the house
of Being”.

He further said that students are on a mission to learn the Arabic lan-
guage and challenge obstacles, until they can connect with the Jordani-
an people and make sense of their experiences in their home country.

Prof Abu-Obeid promised all students that the university will work hard
on the Arabic Language and Culture program to make it a sustainable
center at the university and to achieve another success story at the GJU,
as it always considers itself a gateway of cultures —a bridge to Europe
and especially to Germany.

For his part Prof. Anton Mangstl, the Vice-President for International
Affairs, gave a brief about the university; its Schools, majors and pro-
grams and in particular the German exchange year. He also urged the
students to learn about the culture in Jordan and make friends, wishing
them a comfortable stay.

The exhibition was based on revisiting Modernity as interplay between
theory, pedagogy, and practice. Revisiting Modernity is a studio based
teaching experiment conducted to setup an example for linking theory
to design. The theoretical framework for this endeavor was based upon
the assumption that Modern Architecture is an incomplete program
that can inform us today with lessons and values for valid for further
consideration in the light of current situation.

Dr. Rami Daher elaborated that the design methodology adopted for
this experimental architecture design studio, during its first half, ad-
dressed the meaning and essence of modernity as a major project of
cultural change encompassing ideological, territorial and socio-eco-
nomic transformation that Europe had gone through at the turn of the
20th century with subsequent filtrations into the Arab world several
decades later; while understanding its potential effect on the teaching
of architecture design today.

There were 4 design exercises all through the year , exercise 1: Revisit-
ing Buildings of Modernity, exercise 3: Design of a place of Production
while Exploring Contemporary Architecture Genre, exercise 4: Adapt-
ing Amman’s Heritage of Modernity : Adaptive Reuse as Contemporary
Intervention, and exercise 2: a Housing project while exploring nothins
of “ Dwelling “ and Modernity Narratives of “ Housing”.

Program for German Students

-
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Mr. Matthias Wehler, from the German Embassy pointed out that GJU
is a distinguished success story between the two countries and is al-
ways mentioned in official meetings between Germany and the King-
dom as an outstanding project.

The meeting which took place at Darat Othman Bdeir was attended
by the Vice President of GJU , the Dean of Student Affairs, and the
Director of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) office in
Amman who spoke about the DAAD, the scholarships and the study
programs they offer, inviting students to visit the office for further in-
formation.
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> President Honors a GJU Outstanding Graduate

The President of the German Jordanian University (GJU), Prof. Nath-
eer Abu.Obeid, honored the GJU Mechatronics Engineering graduate
“Abdallah Aburouss” who has been awarded a position in the Nestle
Craduate Development Program at Nestle Dubai Manufacturing in
Dubai, UAE.

Abdallah Aburouss went through a rigorous selection process that
involved several interviews and exams, after which the finalists were
invited to the Nestle Assessment Center in Dubai. Throughout the As-
sessment, the finalists competed in groups or teams as well as indi-

vidual activities including presentations and case studies. A group of
the Nestle Technical and HR managers was in charge of evaluating
the group of finalists on skills such as leadership, communication and
problem solving. Out of more than 700 international applicants only
two positions were awarded, and Abdallah was one of those two.

The two-year program involves international placement and job rota-
tions in several mechanical engineering departments worldwide. The
main tasks include packaging design and production, as well as re-
search and development.

Prof. Abu Obeid congratulated Abdullah, and emphasized that Abdul-
lah and other distinguished graduates like him reflect a bright image
about the university in success and achievement, who enjoy taking re-
sponsibility and taking pride in doing a great job with the motivation to
drive continuous improvement within our society.

The president further extended his gratitude to the professors of the
School of Applied Technical Sciences, who have a big role in graduating
distinguished engineers. He also wished the graduate Abdullah more
progress and success in the future.

The honoring was attended by the Dean of the School of Applied Tech-
nical Sciences and the Dean of Student Affairs.

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org)
and GJU Seek Cooperation

The German Jordanian University President, Prof. Natheer Abu. Obeid
and and the Chairman of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization Dr. Talal
Abu-Ghazaleh, discussed ways to enhance cooperation between the
two sides in thescientific, technological and professional fields.

Dr. Abu-Chazaleh praised the partnership with the university through
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Graduate School of Business (TAG-SB) and
stressed the importance of implementing joint programs and training
courses in international accounting, and e-learning programs in collab-
oration with a number of international universities.

For his part, the President emphasized that TAG-SB is the outcome of
successful strategic partnerships between the public and private sec-
tors in the field of higher education in Jordan and the Arab world by
bridging gaps between the requirements of the national industry and
higher education outcomes.

He hoped that government institutions will continue the university’s
role in strengthening the cooperation and partnership with the private
sector as partners in social responsibility towards the society and the
country.

He further added that it is necessary to build up the capabilities of the
two parties to develop postgraduate programs specialized in e-market-
ing and social media.

The two sides discussed the prospects of future cooperation in the
field of academic and professional programs to contribute to the devel-
opment of the education system in Jordan and rehabilitate the human
resources to meet the needs of the labor market.

At the end of the visit Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh had a tour of the labs of
the School of Natural Resources Engineering and Management, the
School of Applied Technical Sciences and the School of Applied Med-
ical Sciences.




The Jordan Interior Design Association (JIDA) held its first competition
that was open to all students from all levels, in the majors of Architec-
ture, Interior Architecture, and Interior Design.

The competition was to design a booth to represent JIDA in a public
space, which will include 40 booths.

GJU Supp

. 8 En
The Deanship of Student Affairs at the German Jordanian University
in cooperation with the GJU students organized an event including a
donation campaign that is lasting for one week to support GAZA.

The event was mainly aiming at supporting the “Gazans “who are
suffering from the horror of war, through a group of students who con-
sidered the largest age-group of the Jordanian society with the desire
and power to serve and support the Gazans as much as they can.

Prof. Natheer Abu Obeid, the GJU President thanked the Deanship and

The students were requested to accommodate several functions in
their design solutions, a reception, display, beverages corner, storage,
and a meeting place within a specified area.

Mariana Al-Tamim (second from the left), a final year student of Interi-
or Architecture, was awarded the first prize for her submission super-
vised by Arch. Sandra Fadayel. She expressed her happiness for this
award and said that it was a nice experience to participate in the first
competition held by JIDA.

The association believes in the importance of the students’ roll in the
design field and that was the key element to inspire Mariana during the
design process.

She further added that she aims to advance JIDA's vision which is to
built upon three main factors; innovation, inspiration and dedication.
The results were announced on the 15th of September.

GJU family congratulates GJU-SABE and the outstanding student, Mar-
iana Al-Tamim, and wishes her every success and a bright future!

orts GAZA

students for organizing such an event that help make many people
aware of the issue of Gaza and support Gazans as well.

He also denounced the Israeli assault on Gaza, expressing the univer-
sity's support for the Palestinian people, saying that when it comes
to Palestine then we are all Palestinians, quoting some statements
for Nelson Mandela, Noam Chomsky, and many others especially for
some musicians like Roger waters to clarify his proposal and vision in
reaching out the cultural boycott of Israel.

Moreover, the president called on all students to interact with the writ-
ers, artists and intellectuals across the world, who are friends of the
Arabs and Palestinian people, and standing against the Israeli polices
to strengthen the boycott of Israel.

For their parts, some of GJU students presented poems, expressing
their solidarity with Gaza and describing their inner anger against Israeli
occupation. Through some modest contributions, they believe they can
effectively make an impact on the social, cultural, political conditions.

> The GJU supporting Vision
Rehabilitation Services in the West Bank

This summer, as a part of Tempus project “Curriculum and Skill Devel-
opment in Vision Rehabilitation”, the GJU Vision Training Center is pro-
viding two training courses: one for optometry students from An-Najah
National University and the other for students in occupational therapy
from Bethlehem University.

The two courses are aiming at raising awareness on the rehabilitation
needs of persons with visual impairment. The content includes the
measurement of the visual loss and the calculation of the magnifica-

tion needed to restore the patients’ ability to do activities that depend
on vision. The two week trainings also includes an introduction to the
impact of vision loss in children, their access to education, and the
strategies they need to carry on daily activities.

These events are only two of a series planned by a consortium of 10
universities and non-profit organizations in Europe and the Middle
East aiming at improving the quality and quantity of services for per-
sons with visual impairment in Jordan and Palestine.



> Cooperation Partnership between
the ARABTERM Project and ‘Mawdoo3.com

The GJU is happy to announce that a cooperation partnership has been
concluded between the ARABTERM project, the technical dictionary
online and ‘Mawdoos’, which publishes articles online to enrich the
Arabic digital content through their website (www.mawdoo3.com).

This cooperation is mainly based on an exchange of knowledge, sup-
port and visibility between the two entities. Indeed, ARABTERM is a
quadrilingual technical dictionary offering glossaries in German, Eng-
lish and French and especially the translation of terms along with an
illustrated definition in Arabic (www.arabterm.org).

The German Federal Ministry jointly commissions the project for Eco-

A GJU Student becomes
a Google Student Ambassador

The German Jordanian University and the School of Computer Engi-
neering and Information Technology wish to congratulate the Com-
puter Science student Khaled Daoudieh (rightmost in the picture) for
becoming a Google Student Ambassador.

He was selected by Google based on a personal application that in-
cluded a video about GJU and his vision as well as a graded online
test. From August 15th to 18th he received training by Google (Google
Summit) at the Generations of Peace Center in Amman.

Youl @ =-

mena gsa summit 2014 Q 1

Call for Papers for the Interna-
tional Conference of ICYS-ARE

The International Conference of Young Scientists on Innovative Applied
Renewable Energy Research ICYS-ARE is focusing on research and de-
velopment on innovative topics dealing with the implementation of RE
projects and climate related problems.

Scientists from this field will be invited to present their work at the con-
ference, which will offer a platform for young scientists worldwide to
exchange knowledge and ideas on energy related research topics.

We would like to invite you to participate in the International Confer-
ence of Young Scientists on Innovative Applied, Renewable Energy
Research (ICYS- ARE 2015) being held on April 14 — 16, 2015 at the
Cerman Jordanian University.

nomic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the Arab League Ed-
ucational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO).

This dictionary will be a great source for the free Arabic content en-
cyclopedia that mawdoo3.com offers and which contains high quality
articles in different categories such as education, economics and tech-
nology.

Arabterm’s team in Jordan (GJU) and in Morocco (BCA, GIZ) will con-
tribute to maintaining and keeping up the marketing efforts as well
as building up and maintaining a network of potential partners and
promoters in the region.

> Congratulations

> The German Jordanian University and the School of Computer Engi-
neering and Information Technology both congratulate the Computer
Science student Anton Thabaine for receiving a “Certificate for Excel-
lence” for his internship at Microsoft. During his internship he wrote a
Windows 8.1 app for a client appraising the app as being better than a
similar app developed by professionals. We congratulate Anton on his
success and wish him all the best with his future plans.

> Through a European competition for navigation systems via satellite,
the GJU graduate student, Sabine Zureikat, was given the Silver Award
of the best design for her invention.

Many congratulations to you Sabine for this achievement. The award
appropriately reflects the endless hours you have spent working and
studying. There is no doubt that you are an outstanding student and a
source of pride for the university.

The GJU family as a whole wishes you unlimited success in the future.
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