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Queen Rania visits GJU School of Architecture and Built

Environment’s new premises

Her Majesty Queen Rania on Mon-
day visited the new premises of the
German-Jordanian University’s (GJU)
School of Architecture and Built Envi-
ronment (SABE).

Relocated to the Othman Bdeir House
for Architecture and Design in down-
town Amman, the new facility allows
students to grasp the historic value of
the area especially since it includes a
wide variety of genuine archaeological
sites, a statement from Her Majesty's
office said.

The move is also part of GJU's new
project “The Darat Othman Bdeir for
Innovation and Entrepreneurship”,
which aims to conserve Jordan’s her-
itage through the restoration of one of
the oldest sites in Amman, Al Abda-
leya Basic School for Boys.

The building was donated by Mr. Oth-
man Bdeir, chairman of the GJU board
of trustees.

Queen Rania added that relocating SABE to downtown Am-
man is a great decision that could add much to the area and
encourage other institutions to do the same.

Queen Rania visited the faculty dean-
ship building where she met with Mr.

Students, faculty members and members of the local commu-
nity also attended the meeting, the statement said.

Thanking Mr. Bdeir for his donation, Her Majesty said that his gen-
erosity and sense of belonging make him a great role model.

The President of GJU Prof. Natheer
Abu.Obeid spoke about the positive
impact of the SABE on the local com-
munity and the surrounding area in
terms of revitalizing the whole area
and developing the market ofjabal
Amman.

Following the meeting, Queen Rania
toured the new building and checked
its different facilities. She also visited
an exhibition showcasing various pro-
jects implemented by the students
and saw a few pictures that demon-
strate the renovation work conducted
on the building.

Bdeir, GJU President Natheer Abu-Obeid and Professor Mo-
hammad Ali Yaghan, the Dean of SABE.

The Queen then visited Al Abdaleya
Basic School for Boys, where 200 stu-
dents are currently enrolled, to check
on the renovations done by SABE.

The school, which is also located in
the Othman Bdeir House for Archi-
tecture and Design, was established
in 1934 and is considered to be one of
the oldest schools in Amman.

Welcoming Meeting for Incoming Students

The International Office at the German Jordanian University organized
a welcoming meeting for the incoming students who have came from
Germany for the first semester 2014/2015.

Prof Natheer Abu. Obeid, the GJU President, welcomed the incoming
students at the university and emphasized that they will have a great
experience during their stay in Jordan, not only with regard to the edu-
cational side but also the cultural side, as GJU is already a platform for
crossing cultures particularly to the German culture.

Prof. Abu Obeid affirmed that many organizations and institutions
from different parts of the world visit GJU because of its success story
and great reputation.

The president also wished the incoming students a happy stay in Jor-
dan and said that GJU opens its doors to all of them regarding any
inquires or requests for help.

For his part, Prof Anton Mangstl, the Vice President for international
Affairs, said that GJU programs have unique and different features that
the incoming students can combine with their studies in Germany, urg-
ing them to seize this opportunity to learn more about Jordan.

Mr. Fawwaz Alsaqqar, Assistant to the Dean of Students Affairs, briefed
on the Deanship of Student Affairs, its role as well as the multitude of

activities that are organized through it. On her side Dr. Andrea Chris-
tiansen, International Exchange Advisor at the International Office of
GJU, gave a presentation about the university, its majors, features and
schools.

Additionally, the incoming students were briefed on the Arabic Lan-
guage and Culture Program for German students through the School
of Languages that enables them to connect with the Jordanian people,
and be in touch with the Jordanian traditions and culture.

It is noteworthy to mention that the semester will include lots of excur-
sions and activities for the incoming students to the Dead Sea, Mount
Nebo, Madaba, Petra and Wadi Mujeb.
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SAP and the German Jorda-
nian University Sign MoU

The GJU signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the SAP Training and Development Institute FZCO,
based in Dubai, UAE, which aims to bring academia and in-
dustry closer together in a Dual Study Program.

The MoU was signed by the President of the University, Prof
Natheer Abu Obeid on behalf of the GJU, and the Senior Vice
President of SAP, Ms Marita Mitschein on behalf of the SAP
Training and Development Institute.

The MoU stipulates that the two sides will provide students
with the opportunity to gain theoretical practice in SAP tech-
nology and workplace experience before they complete their
studies.

Prof Abu Obeid emphasized that it is very important to GJU
to cooperate with one of the largest software companies in
the world, SAP, with this MoU marking and enhancing the
future collaboration for the benefit of the students.

Ms Mitschein also stressed that the MoU brings Industry and
Academia closer, adding that GJU is a regional leader in edu-
cational innovation, and is providing students with practical
experience for joining Jordan’s networked economy.

The signing was attended by the Vice Presidents of GJU, some
deans, the director of the Office for Industrial Links as well
as representatives from the SAP Training and Development
Institute, Dr Shadi Al-Khamayseh and Mr Mumen Suliman.

The Fourth Global Politics Summer

School

In cooperation with the German Jor-
danian University and the Center for
Global Politics at Freie University
Berlin, the Global Politics Summer
School Jordan, 2014, started on the
11th of October 2014.

The Global Politics Seasonal Schools
seek to raise awareness of the im-
portance of multilateral cooperation
and civic engagement among the 15
participating students from Germany
and the Arab world, as they embark
on careers in academia, business,
government administration and me-
dia.

This year, the theme of the 12-day
school covered the recent and histor-
ic developments of migration and ur-
banization in the Middle East. A spe-
cial focus was put on refugee issues
in the Middle East as well as in the
European Union.

Prof. Anton Mangstl, Vice President
welcomed the students at the GJU

Energy Efficiency in Residential Buildings

Training Center, and highlighted that
the Global Politics Summer School
will help the participants to under-
stand the causes and effects of migra-
tion, refugee movements and urban-
ization.

For his part Dr. Klaus Segbers, Direc-
tor of the Center for Global Politics
at the FU Berlin, emphasized that
the school aims at bringing together
bright young minds from the Middle
East and Europe in order to look at
current developments, gain a more
profound mutual understanding, and
promote intercultural dialogue. He
also extended his thanks to the DAAD
and the Federal Ministry of Education
and Research for supporting this pro-
gram.

It is worthy to mention that the mod-
ules touched upon new approaches
to global politics, the interplay be-
tween domestic politics and global
politics and regional responses to
political and social challenges.

The Energy Engineering Department at GJU organized a lecture enti-
tled “Energy efficiency in Residential Buildings” on Monday, 20 Octo-
ber, 2014.

During the lecture Dr. Thomas Bdning, Head of Consulting fields of
water and energy technology, gave a presentation about the results of a
pilot project as part of the funded projects by the German Government

and the German Private Sector. He highlighted the most important
topics in this context, energy-savingl, energy supply, energy efficiency
commitment systems audits and energy management.

This should contribute directly to the reduction of the depleting resourc-
es of primary energy, i.e. fossil fuels. In Jordan, the energy sector suffers
immense losses in all its value chain stages. Beyond this, for being a
fossil fuel importing country, Jordan has an urgent need to introduce
such measures in power generating, distribution and consuming sec-
tors to achieve the mentioned saving and hence reduce its energy bill.

Dr. —Ing. Louy Qoaider, Head of the Energy Engineering Department
said that the Energy-Engineering Department in cooperation with the
German INFA company and the Jordanian Jaar establishment is organ-
izing two dissemination events to report practical experiences made
in the framework of the German-Jordanian PPP cooperation project
aimed at introducing energy efficiency in Jordan among its teaching
and research staff as well as its students.
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Scientific Collaboration between the University of Wisconsin

and GJU

As part of the continuous eagerness to en-
gage in fruitful cooperation with leading inter-
national institutions, The German Jordanian
University is pleased to announce the Mem-
orandum of Intent for Inter-institutional Edu-
cational and Scientific Collaboration with the
University of Wisconsin in the United States
of America.

Being part of the significant educational in-
stitutions and one of the top research univer-
sities in the United States, this collaboration
with The University of Wisconsin Milwaukee,
aims at supporting the research and Master
Programs at the GJU. The agreement will al-
low students to embark on a Dual Master’s
degree. This will grant them the opportunity
to take courses at both GJU and UWM divided
into halves; Consequently, obtaining double
Master's degrees from both UWM and CJU.

In fact, UWM is home to the only gradu-
ate school of freshwater science in the U.S.,
the largest School of Architecture, College
of Nursing, and College of Health Sciences
in the State of Wisconsin. It offers a total of
181-degree programs, including 94 bachelors,
53 masters and 33 doctorate degrees. Moreo-
ver, the University is categorized as an RU/H
Research University (high research activity) in
the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of
Higher Education.

In the year 2010, the university had a total re-

search expenditure of 68 million US Dollars.
As far as the University's industrial innovation
is concerned, there has been a steady build
up in what we call the “Innovation Engine”.
About four or five years ago, senior leadership
at UWM set a plan in motion to ignite this
innovation engine and since then it has been
steadily burning while gaining momentum
and attracting the masses as well as Industry
partnerships with such local companies as
ANSYS, General Electric Healthcare, Rock-
well Automation, and Johnson Controls. As
a result of these partnerships, new research
opportunities began to flourish and the engi-
neering faculty as a whole acted as first follow-
ers as they began collaborating in redesigned
laboratories, state-of-the-art technical facil-
ities, and through revolutionary classroom
instruction.
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Obviously, the prospect and chance for stu-
dents to enroll in such a program will have

A lecture on Jordan’s Heritage in Riga, Latvia

1y

doors wide open for them to be part of this
technologically advanced institution where
they will be introduced to novel technology
and new research areas that will expand their
visions and horizons and therefore enrich
their experience and occurrences with all that
is new in the wide range of fields UWM of-
fers. Both students and staff from CJU are of-
fered an unprecedented chance to work hand
in hand with American industry and explore
more of the industrial innovation.

This Memorandum of Intent between UWM
and CJU is a promising step to constant hard
work and passion to bring about the best
through collaboration and interaction with the
leading educational and industrial pillars such
as UWM. Both parties have put much effort
into making this a success. Special thanks go
to Dr. Ammar Alkhalidi from the Energy En-
gineering Department and the Deanship of
Natural Resources represented by Prof. Suhil
Kiwan for the effort they put into this project
from the GJU side and Prof. Ryoichi S. Amano
at the Mechanical Engineering Department
from the UWM side. The GJU, always seeking
to bestow students as well as staff with the
chance to look to new horizons, is thrilled to
have taken part in this great collaboration and
is looking forward to promising outcomes that
will be a story of success for GJUers who are
constantly seeking to serve their communities
and above all Jordan, with their most excellent
aptitudes and capabilities.

some of the major developments and achievements of each period.

Upon the invitation of the Dean of the Faculty of History and Philoso-
phy at the University of Latvia in Riga, Professor Nizar Abu-Jaber pre-
sented a lecture titled “History through the cultural heritage of Jordan”
on September 24, 2014. In his lecture, Professor Abu-Jaber pointed out
some of the similarities between Jordan and Latvia, emphasizing the
nature of a central location between major competing powers, and the
impact of that on the resulting physical and intangible heritage.

Thereafter he followed a historical chronology of Jordan, highlighting
some of the major heritage sites representing each period, as well as

These include cultural developments, such as the rise of the major
monotheistic religions, and technical achievements in agriculture, wa-
ter management and metallurgy.

The lecture was attended by a large group of students and faculty
members, who asked a number of questions about Jordan, its history
and the situation of cultural heritage in Jordan and in Syria.

Following the lecture, a meeting was held in order to discuss future
cooperation in heritage research between the University of Latvia and
the Center for the Study of Natural and Cultural Heritage at GJU.

Latvia has a number of sites listed on the World Heritage List, including
the Old City of Riga. The University of Latvia is almost 100 years old,
and is considered to be one of the premier universities in the Baltic
region. It is currently involved in a number of important heritage pro-
jects with the European Union. It is hoped that cooperation between
the University of Latvia and GJU will be fruitful, as it would be the first
scientific cooperation between Latvia and the Arab world.



4

Al-Naura

A German Parliament Delegation Visits GJU

_.

&

A delegation from the German Parliament
visited the German Jordanian University to
review the IPS program “International Parlia-
mentary Scholarship of the German Bunde-
stag”.

The delegation members of the German Parlia-
ment, who are also the committee in charge of
choosing participants to engage in this program
are: Mr. Manfred Zéllmer, a member of German
Bundestag, Prof. Urlich Schéler, Vice-President
of the ASGP and Prof. Christine Ahrend, 1st

Vice-President-Research and Young Scientist.
During the meeting, the committee spoke
about the IPS that gives well qualified young
people with a strong interest in politics from
the USA, France, Israel and Central, Eastern
and South Eastern Europe the opportunity
to gain first-hand experience of Germany's
system of parliamentary government, also ex-
pressing its hope to have a Jordanian young
participant this year.

On the other hand, Prof. Manar Fayyad, the
Vice President of GJU welcomed the delega-
tion and said that the university is encourag-
ing and supporting its students to participate
in such programs as they can gain great ex-
perience and meet high profile people. She
further briefed on the GJU, the excellence in
teaching, the developed and unique majors
and its distinguished students as well.

Mr. Zélimer gave a presentation about the
program, in the presence of many students
and staff, stating that the IPS has aimed at

supporting the democracy movement in
the Arab-world since 2012, and supports the
young graduates who want to advance the
transformation process in their home coun-
tries. In addition, they displayed a video about
the experience of groups of graduates from
different countries in the German Parliament.

At the end of the meeting, students addressed
several topics and asked many questions
about the selection process and the eligibility
criteria.

It is worthy to mention that the meeting was
attended by Dr. Dorothea Jecht, Director of
the International Office, Dr. Majed Abu Zreig,
the Dean of Graduate Studies and Scientific
Research, Dr. Suhil Kiwan, the Dean of the
School of Natural Resources Engineering and
Management, Dr. Yaser Rajal, the Assistant to
the President for Communications and Public
Relations, and Mr. Muneer Bani Younes, Di-
rector of the Public Relations and Marketing
Department.

A GJU Student Wins for Textbook Exchange and Rent Portal Idea

Leading global online food delivery marketplace hellofood has an-
nounced the winner of its scholarship scheme aimed at cultivating the
spirit of leadership and entrepreneurship among Jordan’s university
students.

Omar Hassan, a Mechatronics Engineering student at the German Jor-
danian University scooped the |D 500 prize for his proposed solution
to make textbooks available at affordable prices for Jordan’s student
community through an online portal called Kitabook.

hellofood’s Excellence Scholarship scheme recognized Hassan for his
entrepreneurial talent and leadership ability based on a submitted es-
say outlining and innovatively solving a community problem.

Hassan'’s Kitabook idea would connect Jordan’s student community to
facilitate the renting, exchange and purchase of textbooks. Hassan idea
also solves online payment issues for students, given that most don't
have a credit card or bank account. “Students will be able to buy credit
for their Kitabook account. Any transactions will see Kitabook deduct
money from the account and physically pay the student who is renting
out his textbook,” he said.

Kitabook’s student community will also benefit from regular and VIP
membership cards, which Hassan plans to sell to generate revenue to
sustain his project.

“Kitabook will help not only students by decreasing the price of their
textbooks but also the owners of old textbooks by giving them a chance
to recycle them and turn a profit,” Hassan added.

Commenting on the Scholarship Excellence’s success in getting stu-
dents to submit original ideas showing entrepreneurial spirit and lead-
ership ability, Managing Director of hellofood Middle East, Mr. Beschir
Hussain said, “We are delighted at the response hellofood’s Excellence

hellofood ;.

' ORDER ONLINE
' iT'S EASY!

Scholarship got from Jordan's student community. We were impressed
by the number and quality of submissions that we received, which only
strengthened our belief that the country’s students have tremendous
talent that only needs to be nurtured and showcased through viable
opportunities.”

Speaking about Hassan'’s success story, GJU’s Director of the Office
for Industrial Links, Ms. Britta Kahler said, “We are delighted that a
student from the German Jordanian University beat off stiff country-
wide competition to win this significant accolade. Initiatives like the
hellofood Excellence Scholarship are incredibly helpful in allowing stu-
dents a platform to show their skills, abilities, and capacity for original
thought to prominent employers in the industry. University campuses
across the country are full of students with great potential, and we're
extremely pleased that Omar Hassan from one of our university’s engi-
neering departments was given a chance to successfully demonstrate
what he’s capable of.”
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GJU Campaign for Orphan A Group of Students Visits the
Students School of Applied Medical
Sciences (SAMS)

A group of students from the Madaba females —Prep School / UN-
RWA visited the School of Applied Medical Sciences at GJU, in order
to introduce the students to the school, its majors, labs and provide
them with some skills.

During the visit students listened to a brief on the school and the
university by Dr. Malyuba Abu-Daabes, Dean of SAMS, who high-
lighted the main features of GJU and the SAMS, and explained the
approaches of some experiments, where also the students passed
by the biomedical lab to explore some of experiments .

In collaboration with the Abdul Salam Al-Khatib Foundation, the Ger-
man Jordanian University organized a campaign to distribute school
bags to orphan students in Theiban- Madaba.

The campaign, which included 200 students aimed at lightening the
burdens of the new academic year and strengthening the GJU message
of supporting various segments of society.

For his part, the Instructor of the National Education course at the uni-
versity Mr. Adel Hawatmeh said that the campaign represents the GJU
belief in its developmental and social role of serving the community; it
also expresses the social solidarity between all segments of Jordanian
society.

He further added that the campaign reflects the objectives of the Na-
tional Education program to create a national citizen, who is responsi-
ble and mature.

Dr. Ala’ Khalifeh Attended the International Week at Hochschule
Bremen University of Applied Sciences

In the Spring semester of 2014, Dr. Ala’ Khalifeh from the Communication Engineering Department was invited to attend the International week at
Hochschule Bremen, one of the GJU partner universities, where he gave a crash course on audio digital signal processing, presented his research
work, and also discussed some potential joint projects between GJU and HS- Bremen.
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