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Angela Merkel meets students of the German Jordanian University. (Roya English)

German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, who arrived yesterday in Jordan have met with
Jordanian students at the German Jordanian University (GJU) this morning as part of her
official visit to the Kingdom.

Source  Following the welcoming speech of GJU President, Prof. Manar Fayyad, Merkel answered
direct questions asked by the students and shared several advices as well.

Merkel stressed on the impact of youth and their ability to make a positive change; "Jordanian youth
beside your studies to think how you can develop Jordan in the future and solve serious chalienges
such as water shortage and waste management especially after your exposure during your studies at
GJU and in Germany," she added.

As for the bilateral ties of Jordan and Germany, Merkel emphasized that "Germany would be pleased
to help Jordan and develop solutions to solve the transportation system in jordan."

Merkel elaborated regarding GJU's importance in the Kingdom "GJU was established to help Jordan
having professionals in the labor market that will help Jordan in it's stability and give motivation for
German companies to invest in Jordan."

Also, the Syrian conflict, the educational system, the empowerment of women and the refugee-
migration concern of the west, were among touched topics.

One of the students asked whether Germany will keep its arms open to new refugees, and Merkel
answered "of course”, but added that the process have to be more “organized and controlled.”

Merkel chose to meet with the students who study at GJU as her first official task in Jordan, since the
Univeristy is mainly funded by Germany. There are currently about 4,300 students enrolled who would
spend a mandatory year in Germany during their five-year study.

http://en.royanews.tv/news/14495/2018-06-21

15



http://en.royanews.tv/news/14495/2018-06-21

THE JORDAN TIMES

Home » Local » Merkel, German Jordanian University students discuss refugee crisis
Merkel, German Jordanian University students discuss
refugee crisis

By Maram Al Kayed - Jun 22 2018 - Last updated at Jun 22 2018

CE - (D B o CEE - CIE -

AMMAN — German Chancellor Angela
Merkel on Thursday commended
Jordan's hospitality in receiving a large
number of Syrian refugees and discussed
the various challenges the Kingdom is
facing in this regard.

During an open talk with students of the
German Jordanian  University, the
chancellor discussed several issues
related to hosting refugees in Jordan,
such as pressure on water, electricity and
housing, and the way Germany is linked
to the issue.

Merkel  stressed the  countries'
responsibility towards refugees as the
“humane” thing to do, pointing out that
welcoming refugees entails discussions
with “two very conflicting opinions®.

“The key issue is nonetheless to keep

people informed of the reality of the
situation,” the German official stated.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel participates in an open discussion with students at German
Jordanian University on Thursday (Petra photo)

“Freedom of press and objectivity are
also key aspects to be protected,” she
emphasised, voicing her dismay at bad news being spread faster than good news when it comes to refugees, in both Germany and Jordan.

The government of Jordan should heed the issue of human trafficking when it comes to refugees, as it is not only a threat to the refugees
themselves, but also to the community as a whole, she highlighted.

She answered a number of questions on Amman’s transportation system, the country’s infrastructure and resources, noting that most of these issues
would be discussed during her meeting with His Majesty King Abdullah.

Answering a question on the conflict with Israel over the Jordan Valley, the chancellor said that Germany and other countries are "very aware of the
issue” and are trying to reach a peaceful decision that pleases all parties.

Merkel told the audience: "Engage in your studies, so that you can land a good job afterwards, but also try to reach out to your community. You are
blessed with a chance of good education, which is something that many people do not have. Try to contact those people and support them.”

The chancellor commended the fact that female students constitute almost 50 per cent of the university, emphasising the important role of women
in society.
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/merkel-german-jordanian-
university-students-discuss-refugee-crisis
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Chancellor Merkel holds dialogue with German-Jordanian University students

Amman, June 21 (Petra)-German Chancellor Angela Merkel said good education contributes to
a better standard of living for all communities and people, and boosts stability, well-being and
development.

Merkel's remarks came during a dialogue with students of the German-Jordanian University on
Thursday.

The chancellor said German efforts in Jordan through the German Agency for International
Cooperation focus on cooperation in the fields of water, environment and renewable energy,
stressing the readiness of the German government to harness all its expertise in this field to
the Jordanian side.

Merkel said the German government will not hesitate to offer any assistance or support to
Jordan and to enhance investment cooperation between the two countries in various fields,
especially in infrastructure and transport, if the Jordanian government wishes and requested
this aid.

The chancellor said Germany was aware of the overburdens on Jordan as a result of the
Syrian crisis and the hosting of tens of thousands of Syrian refugees, a situation which put
pressure on infrastructure and public utilities.

Merkel stressed the importance of the investor environment and legislation attractive to
investment in Jordan, and said the economic delegation accompanying her during this visit will
look into investment opportunities and discuss the possibility of increasing German investment
in the Jordanian market.

On the Syrian crisis, Merkel stressed the need to find a political solution to this crisis accepted
by the Syrian people’s political and religious spectrum, calling for the re-drafting of the Syrian
constitution to establish a political life that guarantees the rights of all Syria's components.

On this context, the chancellor said Germany maintains its efforts with the international
community and all the influential players in the Syrian arena to reach a political solution to the
Syrian crisis, in 3 way that ensures the return of all Syrian refugees and displaced persons to
their country and preserve their rights.

In response to a question on the role of Germany in the reconstruction of Syria and Iraq, the
chancellor said Germany's efforts at this stage focus only on providing humanitarian assistance
to refugees and displaced persons, noting her country will not participate in the reconstruction
process unless there is a political solution to the political and security crises and stability is
guaranteed.

As for stances of some German political parties on refugees and the role of the media and
social networking sites in mobilizing public opinion against the newcomers, the chancellor said
the German government is keen to deal with this issue objectively, which is still a controversial
matter among the German society.

In reply to a question on Jordan's economic situation, Merkel said the tax reform in any

country should be balanced and take into account all segments of society, as support should
be directed to the needy and groups affected of any tax increase.

http://petra.qov.jo/Public News/Nws NewsDetails.aspx?Site 1d=1&lang=2
&NewsID=358568&CatID=-1
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https://youtu.be/phhSZOTwpXE
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https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/heute-sendungen/kanzlerin-trifft-koenig-
abdullah-ii-102.html

http://www.spiegel.de/video/angela-merkel-staatshesuch-in-jordanien-video-
99018546.html

https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article177939612/Angela-Merkel-
in-Jordanien-Wir-muessen-ein-offenes-Land-sein.html

https://www.n-tv.de/politik/Ein-Vorbild-und-weit-weg-von-Seehofer-
article20491709.html

https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/merkel-jordanien-107.html

https://www.zeit.de/news/2018-06/21/merkel-in-jordanien-muessen-ein-
offenes-land-sein-180620-99-810292

http://www.spiegel.de/video/angela-merkel-staatsbesuch-in-jordanien-video-
99018546.html
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Chancellor Merkel holds dialogue with German-Jordanian University
students
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Amman, June 21 German Chancellor
Angela Merkel said good education
contributes to a better standard of living
for all communities and people, and
boosts stability, well-being and
development.

Merkel's remarks came during a dialogue
with students of the German-Jordanian
University on Thursday.

The chancellor said German efforts in
Jordan through the German Agency for
International Cooperation focus on
cooperation in the fields of water,
environment and renswable energy,
stressing the readiness of the German

B . government to harness all its expertise in
—_— J this field to the Jordanian side.
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Merkel said the German government will not hesitate to offer any assistance or support to Jordan and to enhance
investment cooperation between the two countries in various fields, especially in infrastructure and transport, if the
Jordanian government wishes and requested this aid.

The chancellor said Germany was aware of the overburdens on Jordan as a result of the Syrian crisis and the hosting of
tens of thousands of Syrian refugees, a situation which put pressure on infrastructure and public utilities.

Merkel stressed the importance of the investor environment and legislation attractive to investment in Jordan, and said the
economic delegation accompanying her during this visit will look into investment opportunities and discuss the possibility of
increasing German investment in the Jordanian market.

COn the Syrian crisis, Merkel stressed the need to find a political solution to this crisis accepted by the Syrian people’s
political and religious spactrum, calling for the re-drafting of the Syrian constitution to establish a political life that
guarantees the rights of all Syria’s components.

On this context, the chancellor said Germany maintains its efforts with the international community and all the influential
players in the Syrian arena to reach a political solution to the Syrian crisis, in a way that ensures the retumn of all Syrian
refugees and displaced persons to their country and preserve their rights.

In response to a question on the role of Germany in the reconstruction of Syria and Irag, the chancellor said Germany's
efforts at this stage focus only on providing humanitarian assistance to refugees and displaced persons, noting her country
will not participate in the reconstruction process unless there is a political solution to the political and security crises and
stability is guaranteed[

As for stances of some German political parties on refugess and the role of the madia and social networking sites in
mobilizing public opinion against the newcomers, the chancellor said the German government is keen to deal with this issue
objectively, which is still a controversial matter among the German society.

In reply to a question on Jordan's economic situation, Merke! said the tax reform in any country should be balancad and
take into account all segments of society, as support should be directed to the nesdy and groups affected of any tax
increase.
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