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Welcome

Starting the academic year 2021/2022, a quarterly newsletter will be published
from the Department of Social Work at the School of Applied Humanities and

Languages (SAHL), to share with you some of the activities and news that took
place at the department during the semester.

About the Department of Social Work
http://www.gju.edu.jo/content/department-social-work-6494




Upon our return to the campus in October , we were still readjusting to quite a few chang-
es since the outbreak of Covid-19. SAHL has moved to another building and our offices are
now in building B at the Madaba Campus. Some changes in positions and duties at the
Department are:

- Dr. Bader AlMadi is Head of Department.

- Prof. Christine Huth-Hildebrandt is Exchange Coordinator.

- Dr. Rawan Ibrahim took a year off.

- Ms. Khalida Radaideh left the Department.

- Ms. Sara AlHussein is now research and teaching assistant at the Department.

President Prof. Alaaldeen Al-Halhouli with
Dean Prof. Salah Alsalman

On the right the Head of Department Dr. Bader Madi at SABE



Noor Radwan Fakherddin Achkar defended her MA Thesis “ Factors contribut-
ing to Syrian Refugees remaining in Jordan or returning to Syria: Political and
Practice Implications for the Humanitarian Sector.”

Congratulations on her graduation!

Adib MHD Faisal Ghazi defended his MA Thesis “Refugee Livelihood and Economic Inclu-
sion Programs in Jordan and Germany, A Case Study of Caritas Organizations in Amman
and Berlin. “

Congratulations on his graduation!



We started a workshop series with the help
of Fly-in faculty member Dr. Vera Taube
from the University of Applied Sciences
Wirzburg-Schweinfurt (FHWS), to intro-
duce our students to academic writing for
the preparation of their proposals and to
guide them with their theses.

The workshop was very well received by the
students where they attested that it was of
great help to them. All those who participated
finalized their proposals in time.

A second workshop was led by Ms. Aimee
Ghanem, who worked at the AttiMa Project,
a cooperation Project from the FHWS Wuer-
zburg in coordination with the Department,
which outlined for students the process of do-
ing research.

A third workshop is in the plans. This one will

aim at analyzing data with the help of MAX-
QDA, a software package for qualitative and
mixed research methods. We hope that col-
leagues from Frankfurt University of Applied
Sciences and the University of Kassel will
help in holding this workshop.




How to use the library

As usual, at the beginning of a new academic year Mr. Laith Alnaser gives an introduction
workshop on using the library.

Symposium - The Crisis of Democracy and the Triumph of Weapons

Dr. Bader AIMadi participated in a symposium hosted by the Institute for Politics and So-
ciety titled “The Crisis of Democracy and the Triumph of Weapons,” which focused on the
impact of Tunisian and Afghan developments on the political situation in the Arab region.




AttiMa - International Social Action in Crises — Attitude matters

The University of Applied Sciences Wiirzburg-Schweinfurt (FHWS) conducted its third co-
operation with the Lebanese American University (LAU) in Lebanon and the German Jor-
danian University (GJU). Blended mobilities on the topic of “International Social Work in
Crisis Situations” have so far taken place with students from the three universities, under
the theme “International Social Action in Crises - Attitude matters”. The thematic focus
was on violence prevention and conflict transformation. The FHWS and GJU had a ‘sum-

mer school’ together.
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International Network of Religious Communities and
Sustainable Development

An Agreement of Cooperation was signed with the Humboldt-University to extend the
International Network of Religious Communities and Sustainable Development’ to the ME
Region in cooperation with colleagues from Lebanon and Iraq. At the end of the year a first
meeting will take place at the GJU to prepare first steps for this cooperation.

Book talk “Palestinian Refugees in International Law”

At the German Jordanian University (GJU) a book-talk about: Francesca P. Albanese and
Lex Takkenberg's “Palestinian Refugees in International Law”
(2nd Edition)
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Field Visit and field observation

The first field visit was conducted with the 25 incoming students from the Certificate pro-
gram. Under the theme of gender, they got an introduction to the work of women’s coop-
eratives in Jordan and visited the Iraq Al-Amir Women’s Association.
https://www.trafalgar.com/real-word/irag-al-amir-womens-cooperative/




Caritas Jordan, Starkmacher e.V. Institut fiir Auslandsbeziehungen, and Prof. Sahar
Al-Makhamreh from the Social Work Department initiated a day event with information
and workshops on the project made by the two organizations: “Promotion of non-violent

conflict resolution in Jordanian schools as a contribution to transformation processes and
the development of civil society”

https://www.caritasjordan.org.jo/schools-without-violence
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Jordanian-German Network

This year the Jordanian-German Network meeting of the GJU’s Department of Social Work
took place simultaneously in Amman and in Germany. This was made possible by the new
smart rooms that were publicly gifted to the GJU during the year’'s German Week. This is
another big step towards a better cooperation between the GJU and its Partner Universities.

Smart Rooms at GJU

Smart Rooms were gifted to the GJU in a ceremony during German Week.
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Farewell: Jordanian-German Network

A Farewell to the Jordanian-German Network from the Social Work Department took place
this year with the great help of Iris Wildfeuer from the International Office and the GJU IT
Team.

s i

et LW

-
rr

™
A
=i

A university needs ‘think tanks’

GIU i iilafil ol

e ortarn Unvruty

SAH Siies

Social Work Department - SAHL —
at German Jordan University - GJU
invites you to attend the lecture

Intercultural and Intereivilizational Philosophy
Two Perspectives from Germany and Jordan

Thursday 18-11-2021
11-1pm

Prescnted by
Prof. Moh'd Khair Eiedat
University of Jordam

Prof. Andreas Herberg-Rothe

Hochschule Falda

Glass Box 3
Jabal Amman SABE
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The lecture on “Intercultural and Intercivilizational Philosophy” marked the beginning of a
discussion series at the GJU, hosted by the School of Humanities and Languages (SAHL)
and organized by the Department of Social Work. Inspired by the idea of establishing re-
search clusters at the GJU, the question arose as to the scientific theoretical background
against which scholars should view and discuss current crises and conflicts in the Western
and non-Western world in order to arrive at consensual solution-ideas. Since COVID-19 there
has been an increased awareness that crises and catastrophes - but also wars - can no longer
be regionally isolated, but have to be thought of in a global context. This does not only con-
cern interconnections in politics, economy or environment, but also the changing relation-
ships between people, societies and states.

During the German Week of the GJU, Prof. Andreas Herberg-Grothe from Germany and
Prof. Mo'd Khair Eiedat from Jordan discussed philosophical concepts. It quickly became
clear that this can only be the beginning of a continuing debate about knowledge and mutual
recognition of the different points of view in the discourse about problems that have to be
solved worldwide.




Workshops

- Workshops were initiated on campus and online by the Humboldt University [https://in-
rcsd.org/en/about-us] in Berlin with the Department to establish a network, which still exists
jointly with universities in Nigeria, Ghana and South Africa, and should now mark the begin-
ning of the expansion to universities in the Arab region. Guests from Iraq, Lebanon, Germany
and Jordan participated.

Society, Religion and Sustainable Development in the
Aral Weeld = Ideologies, Ethics and Practioe
Warkshop

Blo/11/2-21 - 01f12/2021




- MA Social Work Graduates drew connections to practical social work in religious contexts
with examples from their Master’s theses.

Defenses of MA Thesises

Fatima Ashour defended her MA Thesis “The Influence of German Family Reunion Policies
on the Lives of Engaged or Married Syrian Refugee Couples Separated between Germany and
Jordan Waiting for Reunification”

Congratulations on her graduation!
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Bayan Shams Alddin Rihawi defended her MA Thesis “Infrastructure and study conditions
from the perspective of a person with motor disabilities in Amman” online, as she now lives
in Turkey.

Congratulations on her graduation!

Farah Hamouri defended her MA Thesis “Mediation in Conflicts and the Jordanian Tribal

”

Congratulations on her graduation!

Salma Masleh Falah Al Falahat defended her MA Theses “The psychosocial Impact of reinte-
gration of civilian retirees in the social work organizations in Jordan.”

Congratulations on her graduation!
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Claudia Rosskopf defended her MA Theses “The Religiosity of Muslim Refugees in Germany
as a Resource for Interventions in Social Work?”

Congratulations on her graduation!

Guest speaker

Unfortunately, due to health concerns of the humanitarian organizations, hardly any on-site
visits for guest speakers could be conducted this semester. However,in total nearly ten either
came to the GJU or spoke to students online.
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Final Workshop in December 2021

How to conduct a successful research? What are the stages of this process? Aimee Ghanem
from Beirut and a collaborator in the AttiMa Project - which the FHWS Wuerzburg was con-
ducting with the Department of Social Work - gave an introduction. The workshop belonged
to a series of workshops that will accompany students in the implementation of their own

research as part of their master thesis.




