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The GJU Vision Training Center
For the training of persons with visual impairment
and professionals working in the field
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m The year 2012 was a turning point for the Vision
Rehabilitation Program: six years after its beginning, the
GJU established the Vision Training Center, the first of its
kind in the Middle East. Since September, the students
and graduates in the master’s program provide persons
with low vision or blindness with assessment, training
and affordable low vision devices. The clinical services
are offered in rooms that are adjacent to the classrooms,
thereby giving the students in Vision Rehabilitation a
unique opportunity to observe the practical applications
of their learning. For 2013, we aim at developing further
our expertise and disseminate it in the medical community
so that more persons with visual impairment have access
to the tools and strategies they need to develop skills for
managing their everyday life more efficiently.

Meet with our teachers and students and remember with
us the significant events of this year.

Randa Abdelrahim, Nathalie Bussiéres and Yusor Qutishat
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m This year’s teachers and students came from 10 different dalido (Jga juilc (1o lgoad diull 0ia wlbg goleo m
countries on 3 continents. - NI u)IJ lc dcjgo
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m The teachers

Nathalie Bussiéres, Michael Brambring, Werner Hecker, PhD Yosur Qutishat, MSc Krister Inde, MA Solveig Sjostedt, MA
PhD (Canada) PhD (Germany) (Germany) (Jordan) (Sweden) (Finland)
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Kurt Klee, MA Randa Abdelrahim, Abdelmunem Al Mustafa Mehyar, MD Emmy Csocsan, PhD Andrew Miller, MA
(Germany) MSc (Jordan) Dweiri, MSc (Jordan) (Jordan) (Hungary) (UK)
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m Diploma Course pga)l golipy =

October 2012 to January
2013 (English and
Arabic, 180 hrs)

Win T-1F gl (Wil
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Jordan: Sana’ Mustafa, Saedah Al Shadfan, Ayat Abu Khajeel, Uloleo (A gl OUTL (L8l 625w .wékh o cliuw :(1aVI
Special educators, Muna Nuairat, English teacher (Royal a18lo)l dLosalsVl) u uail doleo Ul e wio &l du
Academy for the Blind); Yazan Al-Khalili, Accreditation and acl.(g il adal pl . audilg AloicVl . oddAl () ((18ge4a
evaluation, Ibrahim AI-lezfon, .E.ducatlonal support (Higher ((udgeoll U LBubVI (1gguid adell puaoll) auodeil!
Council for People with Disabilities).

Foreign students: Huda Nawahda and Nehad Al Huribat, W00 Ugybine Oyl alai g &dalg uaa ;b adall
Counselors in special education, Ministry of Education pleo . dg)L6 U Lo (U ule) puleill 6)ljg . uo Al pulelll
(Palestine), Mina Nabil Faruk, O & M teacher, True Light aag @§19) (o) naudnll gl dlecn 4550l angill wd
Society (Elmenia, Egypt), Rafik Wahba Luke, Director of il (Jlgpo (jno) bguul o (W8gasell dueon pao .¢lg)
the Society for Blind in Asyut (Egypt), Marwan Mahmmed, OdLley! ugi) pleo lgaigdo (lolag (@l2ll) OU s wilnal
Optometrist (Iraq), and Damian Mkongwa, Teacher for VI (Wl 50) & paul
(Tanzania).




m Diploma Course

The course includes both theoretical lessons and practical
exercises using the blindfold, which helps the students
understand the difficulties associated with the lack of
vision. Students particularly interested in these issues
chose the Profile A: Education and Rehabilitation for
People with Visual Impairment.
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m Diploma Course

Simulation glasses blur the vision of those wearing them.
They are used to mimic the various types of visual defects
that can occur. Professionals wishing to learn to measure
the visual functions and the magnification needs of people
with low vision chose the Profile B: Rehabilitation for
People with Low Vision.
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m Master’s Program

3rd Class (Start: October 2012)

Maisa Obied, Optometrist (Jordan), Salma Abduljaber,
Occupational therapist (Jordan), Nida Alworikat,
Occupational therapist (Jordan), Maisaa Masoud,
Optometrist (Jordan), Samy Shublag, Optometrist
(Palestine), Shadi Ghawali, Biologist (Jordan).
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2nd Class (Start: October 2011)

Thwab Amer, Biomedical engineer (Jordan), Lina Abdelhadi,
Occupational therapist (Jordan), Noor Abdelhadi,
Optometrist (Jordan), Mohammad AlWagfi, Optometrist
(Jordan), Amer AbuHassira, Optometrist (Palestine),
Moyad Al-Deek, Optometrist (Jordan).
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m Master’s Program

r |

1st Class: 2010 to 2012

Maysaloun Muaffaq Thebyan

Title of research: Assessment of the benefits
of optometric rehabilitation services in
improving visual functioning of students with
low vision (defended on 06/05/2012).
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Abdelmunem Mohammad Al Dweiri

Title of research: Developing a training
program to improve visual efficiency in
children using eccentric fixation (defended on
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Mustafa Ahmad Al Qaisi

Title of research: Observing and developing
play skills in children that are blind (defended
on 09/10/2012).
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Randa Mohammad Abdelrahim

Title of research: Social skills training for
preschool children with visual impairment
(defended on 20/09/2012).
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Yosur Asri Qutishat

Title of research: Studying the Development
of Tactual Skills in Children with Blindness in
Jordan (defended on 20/09/2012).
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m Master’s Program

In May, the second class of master’s
students went to the BLISTA in
Marburg (Germany) an institution
providing comprehensive services
to people with visual impairment of
all ages. The 10 day visit included
one day at Sightcity one of the
largest exhibition of special devices
for people with visual impairment
in Europe and a visit to the Dialog
Museum in Frankfurt.
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m Outreach Activities

1 - A master’s class on visual impairment in children with
multiple disabilities took place at the Center for Peace of the
Sister of the Charity (Ruseifa), providing at the same time
training to the carers.

2 - In May 2012, a five day course on early intervention was

organized jointly with Visio International (The Netherlands)
and the GJU. Participants included teachers from the Royal

Academy for the Blind, Al-Dhiya Association, King Hussein

Cancer Center, and students from the GJU.

3 - As part of the ‘Get Involved’ project, the students and
teachers of the Faculty of Applied Medical Sciences provided
teaching materials to the science teachers at the Royal
Academy for the Blind.
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m Vision Training Center Ul waill j$j0 =

We moved into the new space August 2012. All master

students were involved in the painting! Ulocl el ol phunloll o plS cun MOl 98 213201 190)1 |

loadil jaol (laatlg diluall

Silvia's before Inde Vision Center before




m Vision Training Center Ul waill j$j0 =

By the end of September 2012, we were ready to start both liod . Ciloarllg | ead) (gjals U8 M-I gl a)lad ud

the classes and the services. We gave the rooms the names of o cooL T )
some of our long-term experts. hghlluaollwde llps e Lliof 8ol foud

Silvia's

Emmy’s and Solveig’s Kurt's
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m Vision Training Center

Official opening ceremony on the 1st of December 2012
under the Patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Raad
Bin Zeid, in the presence of his wife, Her Royal Highness
Princess Majda Raad, and His Excellency Dr. Labib Khadra,
President of the GJU.
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m Vision Training Center
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m Vision Training Center

People with visual impairment receive comprehensive services
divided into 3 steps:

1 - Discussion on needs, expectations, and medical referrals.

2 - Assessment. Family members and students can observe
the visual assessment without disturbing.
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m Vision Training Center

3 - Training on the use of low vision devices and on
improving visual and/or other skills (mobility, daily living or
communication).

A dome (left) provides 2x magnification while a closed circuit
TV or CCTV (right) magnifies up to sox.
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m Vision Training Center upadl wall j$,0 =

As part of the services, the person with low vision receives a g @Sl wle il ew (1o dle gill ya il oy
card to illustrate her vision problem to others. UloaA]l (1o cja8 & il ailduiie (AW

This is what you see:

:olyilogalia

This is what | see:
uyllolia

blurred vision macular dystrophy peripheral limitations




m Vision Training Center
Summing up and future plans

Between September and December, the Vision Training
Center received persons with visual impairment every
Saturday morning. A total of:

- 46 persons with visual impairment were assessed (aged
between 2.5 and 9o years old)

- 47 devices were distributed: 18 spectacles, 14 filters, 12
hand magnifiers, 2 telescopes and 1 electronic mouse
magnifier.

From February 2013, the VTC will offer its services 3 days per
week.
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m The low vision devices are provided to the persons AUl Glesd 6janlg & padl Oliteoll jégii o
with I?w vision at low cost thanks to the generous joy lewl payl Ges (o (1giles (0 Ul oAb
donation of: (o i aul Ole il j4aiul

The Amman Jordan River Rotary Club and Rotary
International
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team:olivia {) MULTILENS

OPTICAL SOLUTIONS

Team Olivia (Sweden) Indenova (Sweden) Multilens (Sweden)
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= You can reach us at:

GJU Vision Training Center
#48 Ahmad Al-Tarawneh Street, Amman (Jubeiha)

Z= (+962) 06 535 6971 or
[ (+962) 079 76 16 425
£ P.O. Box 35247 Amman 11180 Jordan
1 www.gju.edu.jo
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