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Dear reader,

This is the first edition of the German Jordanian University magazine. The
team decided to call it “GJU Times”. It’s a fresh start in a university that is
youthful, vibrant and fresh.

It gives me pleasure to write these few lines to you. | don’t want to get
philosophical or sentimental but being part of GJU; part of a colorful,
cheerful team is one of the things | enjoy the most. In GJU there is something
new every day. As the university is moving to its new campus soon, |
thought of dedicating these few lines to new beginnings.

We are blessed with lots of opportunities for new beginnings and fresh starts
at GJU. Although we miss the students that leave us every semester, we also
love having the new ones. Seeing our students back in the university’s
corridors and halls after finishing their studies and internships in Germany,
with shiny eyes filled with hope and looking forward to all the challenges to
come are just a few samples of new beginnings.

The Journey has just begun...
Hope that you’ll enjoy this edition

Eman Abida-Alasker




GJU’s permanent campus, a
stat of the art, distinguished
scientific shrine

About thirty kilometers from the

capital Amman towards the city of
Madaba, in Al Mushaggar - Naour,

stands the buildings of GJU’s

permanent campus, a beacon of

science and innovation in the space of g
Higher Education in Jordan.

The university new campus is of g
162,000 sq meters large, it was 5
designed according latest techniques §

as an integrated and modern space ; ¢
including the presidency building,

colleges, library, computer center, P
health center, civil defense center,
and the German cultural center, in
addition to the university mosque,
shops, gyms and car parks.

The aim was to design a proper
environment that fits the intellectual,
cultural and philosophical role that
the German Jordanian University plays
in shaping the new generations that
will form the decision makers of the
future.

The first phase of construction started
in 2008, and moving to the new
campus is expected to start in the
coming three months, the new
campus location is characterized by
its quietness and openness, where
you can enjoy the purity and beauty of
nature, such a campus will provide an
incentive for workers and students to
work as one team toward achieving
the mission of the university and its
noble goals in providing education,




GJU Alumni
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German Jordanian University

GJU Alumni is the university’s network for its graduates. It is
dedicated to keeping Alumni in touch with GJU through
programs, activities, communications, networking, and other
services.

It focuses on staying connected with local and international
communities. GJU is home to Jordanian and international
students, many of the university’s graduates are further
pursuing their studies in different countries, where they are
sharing their experience and the knowledge they attained at
GJU with other international institutions around the world.
The activities and events held by GJU Alumni are
predominantly sponsored by local and international
institutions.

The Alumni Association provides quality programs and
services to Alumni members and acts as a resource for
extending the university’'s presence worldwide. Our chapters
are a big part of our outreach programs and initiatives. GJU
Alumni helps foster a sense of community - both on and off
campus - by cultivating lasting relationships and enriching
positive support and loyalty to GJU.

GJU Alumni strives to incorporate five major principles:

1. Service: To make a positive impact on the community by
doing community service projects.

2. Student Recruitment: This is a great place for alumni to
meet the next generation of alumni and to share their
experiences with them. Making that personal connection
truly makes a difference.

3. Scholarships: To raise money to provide scholarships for
local students who wish to attend GJU.

4. Social: A way to relive the past, network with fellow
alumni or just catch up on what is happening in the
University.

5. Mentoring/Career Networking: GJU Alumni and its
members offer advice, guidance and support to other
alumni and students. In addition, it provides networking
opportunities for new graduates and fellow alumni

To know how to became a member please visit the Alumni
page on GJU's website www.gju.edu.jo



Interview with an Alumni Member

was the first student to register at the German Jordanian
University when it was first established in 2005, GJU
Alumni asked Yousef the following question after 6
months of his graduation

Alumni: Yousef, when you first wanted to chose a
university to study in, why did you pick GJU?

Yousef: | didn't start at GJU by the way, | was studying
medicine in another university for 3 years, although |
wanted to study Computer Engineering but | wasn't
convinced with the courses offered in Computer
Engineering Majors in Universities arqund Jordan, and
When GJU opened and | saw the curriculum | knew that |
wanted to leave medicine and start again as-a.freshmen
studying Computer Engineering. ¥

Alumni: Was the year you have to spend in one of the
Germany speaking countries to study and work a push
forward for you to pick GJU or was it something that
made you think twice before applying?

Yousef: Actually it.was a push forward, a new challenge
that | looked forward too.

Alumni: What was the most that you liked in your
experience abroad?

Yousef: | love learning new things and as | said it was a
challenge that I'looked forward to, | enjoyed meeting
people from different countries and getting aquatinted
with different cultures. Also having an internship there,
having to prepare my CV and look for a Job made and all
that | went through prepared me to be the person | am
now, and most of GJU graduates are known for their skills
and high quality of work wherever they go.

Alumni; If you are going to send a small message to the
university and for the student what would it be?

For the university, the standard of teaching is amazing -
and | didn't know how lucky | am till | graduated and
started working, please keep it the same, we have a great
reputation and hopefully it will stay the same and even
become greater in the future.

For the students: "Dream big and act upon it, Don't wait
for a miracle, create it yourself”,

GJU students are equipped with skills that not everyone
has, we were lucky to have amazing professors and
instructors, and we also have great clubs at the university
and a lot of extracurricular activities that gave us an
opportunity to be what we are now and excel in what we
do, GJU students should appreciate what they have.






It was around 10 pm when my friend and |
decided to leave our favorite café in Amman
and go home, after spending a couple of
hours practically doing nothing. All | had in
mind was the journey that starts the very next
day; the journey that three years before
seemed so distant yet intriguing. Everything
that happened in the past three years was
just paving the road for this trip to take place.
For one whole year | will be away from home,
away from everything and everyone that
made it home, away in a place completely
different from home.

Many thoughts and questions raced through
my head, and the answer to them was the
same as it was when | first thought about
them three years ago: This should be
interesting. Spending a semester in a foreign
country, speaking a language we have been
trying so hard to grasp, and later doing an
internship somewhere in the country that
produces some of the best products and
technologies in the world. These were more
like tasks on a To-Do list, with all the
applications and papers that had to be
prepared to find an internship and managing
time well enough to do well in the courses at
the university there. These tasks ought to
make anyone nervous, taking into
consideration the foreign language factor and
the time frame available for these tasks. At
that moment no one would be able to know,
but could only hope for how this would turn
out to be. Nevertheless, this should be
interesting.

| took a last look at the café, and then at my
friend and said “see you in a while’. Soon
enough, | was reading a sign that said “WWelcome
to Frankfurt Am Main Airport”; the start of the
journey. This is not a journey like the one Frodo
had to do with the ring, nor a movie that played
music in the background or amazing cinematic
effects through it; this was real life full of real
challenges. As the days go on, one starts to
really realize the things that have to be done, in
addition to getting used to the differences
between the educational systems and the
cultures as a whole. There are even differences
between universities at different cities, and some
would seem like they originate from different
continents, rather than different cities.

Differences between the two cultures vary from
drastic to negligible. These changes can be
better, but some could prove to be difficult to
digest. In all cases, the only solution that can be
adopted is to follow the saying “When in Rome,
act like Romans”. However, one should never
lose his identity, nor forget that there is a place
they call home. As fascinating these changes
might turn out to be, it is not a lifetime that is
being spent there; it is just one year, even if feels
like a lifetime. Eventually, learning how to face
problems that appear, and taking the right steps
to solve them will be achieved, and the To-Do list
that was set will be completed.

This is not a journey like the
one Frodo had to do with the
rng, nor a movie that played
music in the background or

amazing cinematic effects
through it; this was real life full
of real challenges

In the end, here | am five months later, almost
done with my studies at the university, getting
ready to start a new life as an intern at a
company in Germany, feeling that | have
accepted much of the differences between the
cultures, and even more importantly living by the
ones | do not accept. It has been a nice journey
so far, and even with all the difficult challenges |
faced and will face, | can honestly say that | do
like it here. It has been a magnificent experience
so far, and | believe that the best part has
yet to come. | am anxiously looking forward
to doing my internship, and facing new
challenges no matter what the outcome
could be. | will soon be moving to a different
city, calling that place home for the next six
months, doing an internship and
experiencing the life of real work, yet at the
same time looking forward to going back
home later on and going on with the rest of
real life. This should be interesting.



| first made contact with Jordanian
students when | started living in
Steinertgasse, which is a student flat
community apartment in Aalen. The
most interesting thing was the openness
and the charming friendliness that the
Jordanian students showed.

| didn’t have that much experience wit
h Arabic culture back then, this all
changed when | met my friend Rashed,
who lived on my floor, he was the one
who gave me my first impressions
about the Arabic way of life and culture.
He even taught me to count in Arabic
by playing table-tennis.

The Jordanian students integrated me into
their group and | was really impressed how
different they were from what most people
think of them. All stereotypes proved wrong.
The days flew by and soon all the Jordanian
people, who all became friends of mine,
moved away to work in the Internship. We
are still in contact although they all returned
to Jordan and | am planning to visit Jordan in
the next summer to meet them again and visit
famous Jordanian places like Petra and the
Dead Sea.

Since this summer some new students from
Jordan came to Aalen. They proved that the
friendliness the first Jordanian group showed
was not an exception but normal. Dana, who
is a really a good friend of mine, spent the
Christmas celebration with me and my family
and we really enjoyed her company.

| am really looking forward to see everyone
again in Jordan and to visit this great country.
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Das Mujib Reservat erstreckt sich vom Toten Meer
thenunterschied, verbunden mit standigem Wasserfluss, €rg
Pflanzen und Tieren. Das Reservat ist auperdem der Standort, an
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nach Kerak bis hin zu den Bergen von I\Tn—a-d;ba. Der
eben eine ideale Umwelt fiir eine grope Vielfalt an
dem das Ziichtungsprogramm des bedrohten

Nuberischen Steinbocks durchgefiihrt wird, um ihn spater in die Wildbahn zurtickzufuhren.
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Das Azraq Sumpfgebiet liegt gegentiber der Stelle, wo die Strape von Amman in Richtung Stidazraq fihrt. Wie auch
hnete man 300 verschiedene Vogelarten, die

Shumari, hat das Sumpfland unter \Wassermangel gelitten. Friiher verzeic
in Schwarmen in dem Reservat des Sumpfgebiets Rast machten. Hier gabes ungefahr 160 Wasserbiiffel und tber 200

wilde Pferde die tragischerweise Zum gropten Teil verschwunden sind.
Es bestand eine groBe Gefahr, dass man das ganze Wildtierleben verliert, aber €S wurden drastische MaBnahmen

unternommen, um \Wasser und somit das Tierleben suriickzubringen. Das \Wasser ist zuriick, SO wird hoffentlich auch
bald das Tierleben zuriickkehren.
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Um El-Jimal ¥,
e Kaiserlichen Monumente, aber s hat immer noch eine grope

Roms gilt, ist Umm El-Jimal gewdhnlich und ein Merkmal des
blick in das Leben der ansassigen Menschen,

Umm El-Jimal ist anders als Jerash. Hier gibt es kein
Bedeutung. Wahrend Jerash als Symbol des Ruhmes
wirklichen Lebens der Untertanen Roms. Umm El-Jimal gibt uns einen Ein
Arabern, Nabataerm und Syrer.

in Umm El-Jimal stehen gewt')hnliche Hauser, die z€i
findet Stélle und Scheunen im Erdgeschoss. Die Funktion von Um El-
sondern Menschen und Tiere miteinander bequem unterzubringen.

gen, dass inre Bewohner Bauern, Hirten und Handler waren. Man
Jimal war nicht Besucher aus Rom zu beeindrucken,
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'BWM ist der Beste

Ausgestiegen aus dem wunderbaren BMW standen wir wegen der hohen Motorleistung wie
betiubt.

4  Wussten Sie, dass das Unternehmen 1913 gegriindet wurde? BMW hat am Anfang Motoren
fir Flugzeuge hergestellt und die Firma hat es sehr gut gemacht, weil sie einen super Motor
entwickelt hat.

Die Front des BMW symbolisiert einen Flieger im weissen Himmel. BMW ist die Abkurzung
‘fir "Bayerische Motorenwerke" welche seit dem Beginn Autos mit hervorragender Leistung
und atemberaubender . Form sowie extravaganten Designs bevorzugt. Es ist das
Wunschauto eines Jeden und insbesondere jeden jungen Menschens. Die susere Form ist
schén und auch’' andere Spezifikationen sind selten zu finden, deswegen gewinnt BMW
jeden Wettbewerb. '
BMW ist der Traum vieler junger Jordanier, trotz des hohen Preises. Dies kann man an der
University of Jordan sehen.

Nichts ist vergleichbar mit diesem Auto denn Deutsche wissen genau, was sie tun:
"BMW...ist der Beste!" hért man dann.
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The most famous plummer on ¢arth

created by Japanese video game designer Shigeru Migamoto

Maria debuted as "Jumpman' in the arcade gqame Donkey Kong in 1331
Maria Eros. was also released af an arcade game in 195=,

Maria and Luigi are originally from Erookiyn, Hew York,

Maria has appeared in over 200 videos games Fince hiFs creation

Maria games, a5 a whole, have sald maore than 210 million units,
making the Mario zeries the best-zelling video game series of all time.

In the 1930%, a national survey found that Mario
WaE more Fecognizable to American children than Mickey Mouze




GJU celebrates the graduation of its first group of students

Patronizing for His Majesty King Abdullah the I, Dr. Waleed al Maani, Minister of higher
education and scientific research, the German Jordanian University celebrated its first
graduation ceremony, On Saturday the |3th of November 2010.

We believed...we volunteered...we changed

Under the patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Dina Mired, King Hussein Cancer
Foundation and SIWAR Volunteer Program organized a recognition event for volunteers
who provided support to the Foundation and the Center's various campaigns and events,
the celebration took place on December 12,2010 at the Jordan Intercontinental Hotel.

GJU and Rowaq Al Blaga Launch Petra book
Under the Patronage of her Royal Highness Princess Rym Ali, The German Jordanian

University and Rewaq Al-Balqa, organized the launching ceremony of the Petra Book: Petra in
the eyes of artists, poets, architects, and musicians, on 12-12-2010. The book is published in
six different languages: Arabic, English, German, French, ltalian, and Spanish.

H.E. Zaid Al Rifai visits GJU

H.E. Zaid Al Rifai, former prime minister of Jordan, paid a visit to GJU to participate in the
soft skills class on 28th of December; He discussed with the students the most prominent
developments in the Kingdom in all fields, specially the field of education.

Sonbola Project launching, closing and awards distribution

“As spikes grow they produce new seeds that fly with the wind to new fields, so are ideas, a
small idea can start the spark of continuous creativity, the spark of change, the hope for a
better future”

The German Jordanian University and Al Jude organization launched Sonbola initiative on the
[4th of Dec.

The closing ceremony was organized under the patronage of Prof. Labib Kahdra, President of —

the German Jordanian University, on the 4th of January 201 |, Prizes included, 20 prizes 50
JDs each was distributed to students by a raffle draw, | prize of 200 |Ds was given to the
idea with highest votes, 3 prizes of 200 |Ds and funding up to 0000 USD were given to the
ideas that most match with the concept “More with Less"




Translating religious texts into Arabic & German: Difficulties and disputes

On Sunday the 2nd Of Jan 201 |, the Translation Section of the School of Languages arranged
for seminar entitled "Translating religious texts into Arabic & German: Difficulties and disputes",
organized by Dr. Kerstin Wilsch, Head of the Translation Section, and by Dr: Khaireddin
Abdulhadi, Assistant Professor in the section. The seminar was delivered by Prof. Dr. Ismail
Amayreh, and Professor Frank Bubenheim / translator of the Holy Quran into German.

GJU blood donation campaign
GJU's Environment & Health Club organized a blood donation campaign in collaboration
with the National Blood Bank on Wednesday, 22 Dec. 2010.

Exib.IT

Under the patronage of Prof. Labib Kahdra, President of the German Jordanian University,
the School of Architecture and Built Environment held its yearly exhibition of student’s
projects.

Winter clothing collection campaign
As part of its community service, GJU hosted the winter clothing collection campaign for the
benefit of Gaza refugee camp on the 29th and 30th of November 2010.

Winter sports tournaments

GJU participated in the winter sports tournament that took place in Agaba between the
28th of Jan and the 3rd of Seb. 201 |, The student Yara Al Sayegh won the first place in the
table tennis competition in the winter sports tournament, Yara won all of her 9 games.

Evening of Excellence

Under the patronage of Prof. Labib Khadra, President of the university, GJU honored its
major sponsors, distinguished students, faculty members and administrative staff in a first of
its kind event on the 6th of Feb.201 | in Bristol Hotel Amman

Vision Rehabilitation Diploma Program Graduation

Under the patronage of HRH Price Ra'ad bin Zaid, GJU graduated the 4th group of students
from the Diploma in Vision Rehabilitation Program, offered by the School of Applied Medical
Sciences, on Thursday the 20th of Jan 201 |




