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It is my great pleasure and source of pride to share with you the story of success of your
second home, the German Jordanian University. Our campus is successfully transferred to
Al-Mushaqar. On this occasion, I would like to express our gratitude towards the university’s
administrative workforce, as their contribution to the successful transmission to Al-Mushaqar
is invaluable. Much has been accomplished, and much is to be done.

Every success story has a key element, in ours, the key is excellence in education. GJU strives
to meet this goal by adapting international standards, and putting knowledge into experience.
The latter is to be implemented through the ground breaking approaches put into action by our
academia.

We take pride in our graduates as they will be the pioneers in the society. We envision GJU as
the best place that bridges Jordan with other continents, this has paved the way for GJU to be an
intellectual and cultural melting pot that reflects positively on those affiliated with it.
))

Prof. Labib Khadra
President of GJU



Let me start with congratulating GJU’s family,
students, administrative staff, and academics on
the thriving transmission of GJU campus to Al-
Mushaqar which coincides with issuing the 4th

edition of GJU Magazine.

GJU has always been eager to offer its students
the needed space to express their opinions, reflect
on their feelings, and to bring their writing
talents to light. GJU magazine is the best place
for your voice to be heard, activities portrayed,
and talents appreciated.

Both I and the Marketing and Communications
Department pledge to continue supporting
students’ activities through GJU Magazine
and social media as well. We wish everyone

a successful academic year full of prosperity,
accomplishments, and flourishing initiatives.

Muneer Bani Youns
Director, Marketing and
Comunications Department

GJU

Marketing and Communications Team

Muneer Bani Younis
Lina Teimeh
Atef Daglees

Muath Malkawi
Rehan Tarawneh
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CRADLE OF APPLIED SCIENCES

2005 has witnessed the establishment of one of the leading

universities in Jordan, the German Jordanian University.

Since then, GJU applied itself to the advancement of
knowledge no less to its dissemination.




The German Jordanian University (GJU) is a public university located in Al-Mushaqar,
Naour area, near Amman- Madaba. The overall area of the campus covers 162,000 square
meters. In its capacity as a comprehensive teaching institution, GJU enables its students
to choose from a wide range of applied sciences form various faculties.

At the undergraduate level, GJU students have the choice to select from 20 different
programs in the Natural Resources Engineering, Management and Logistic Sciences,
Computer Engineering & Information Technology, Architecture & Built Environment,
Applied Technical Sciences, Applied Medical Sciences, Languages, and Business
Administration. Across the wide variety of its academic programs, GJU offers those
interested in postgraduate education four distinguished Master’s programs.

Internationally, all the programs offered by GJU are modelled on the German universities
of applied sciences. GJU provides its students with the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD) in addition to other international programs. Furthermore, the university
seeks to enhance the diversity of its campus. Currently, it has a student body of 2800
students from different nationalities.
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With GJU’s determination to serve as a unique university of applied training
and cradle of sciences, it will continue to lead the society, contribute positively
to socio-economic development, and boost industrial and economic standing

in Jordan and the region.

by Lina Teimeh
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Discover youself as you discover the World
Thoughts from a German

£ 1t was six o‘clock on Sunday morning in Hamburg, Germany. The sky was

grey as usual, however, today it did not bother me. Finally, Ramadan had
come and fortunately that meant heading to Jordan once more. Going
to Jordan was a long held desire. | wanted to go for excitement and to
experience another life. Finally there it was, a reality.

As the sun set that day, | left behind my stress, drama, and worries. As |
was looking out of the plane, | suddenly remembered something a teacher
once said: “The time of studying at the university will be the best time of
your lifel“ Full of anticipation, | asked: “really?“

Well, after three years of intense working and studying with tons of courses
and exams, no time for building up a relationship or cutting loose from my
stress (and a lot of worries about my future), | finally realized what | had.

Now, in Jordan, | feel that this time (which still lies ahead of me) could
really become the best time | will ever have. Jordan is wonderfully different.
Back in Germany, | have always recognized that studying is an exciting
chapter in my life.

Actually, the phase of studying is important and very formative for the later
professional career. No matter how difficult studying has been, the dream
of a better future has always made me feel determined. But as we all know,
the future has not arrived yet, so at the end | will feel something missing.
Hence, | applied for an officer exchange program.

As an exchange student in Jordan, | have the opportunity to study for a
semester abroad at the German Jordanian University. Studying at GJU is
really a unique experience. As one of Jordan’s elite Universities, GJU shows
excellent growth at its new location in Madaba. The striking element of
studying at GJU is that it offers students the opportunity to complete a
year of study in Germany, which is really special since it leads to better
cultural understanding and valuable life lessons.

In my point of view, the biggest advantage that studying gives us, is the
ability to discover the world by ourselves. That really means a lot to me and
carries me further and further. It results in a change in how | assess my
environment and how | think about people and life.

As | discovered this road to Jordan and traveled it myself, | just followed a
feeling in my heart. When my father heard the news that | will go to Jordan
for half a year he said, “Well, it does not always have to be the normal

My name is Rainer-Johannes Schlobohm and | am from Germany. As
part of my career education, | study economics at the Helmut Schmidt
University, known as the University of the German Federal Armed
Forces. | am very fortunate to work as an officer and | appreciate the
excellent opportunities given to me. Being a young officer is an honor
and a pleasure at the same time. Discovering the Arabic world really
promotes an intercultural understanding, which is needed in many
places, especially now.

GJU Times | 11



Discover youself as you discover the World

Dedication

Thoughts from a German

way“. Itis the time of life | can take on full responsibility and follow my inner
voice. | know that life can be very loud and difficult sometimes, so loud that
not everyone can hear his inner voice. But of course, life is simply what we
make it.

Many Germans are used to the idea of a very sheltered life and sometimes
we are not able to leave ourlittle European haven for a change of perspective.
For a long time, | had not realized that the idea of security actually created
a border in our minds from things we really want to do. Sometimes the
reason it is so hard for us to be happy is simply because we refuse to let go
of the things that make us upset.

At this point, | should explain that | knew Jordan before. A year ago, | stayed
in Amman. After a one-month intensive Arabic course and living with a
Jordanian family, the culture has become a part of me. There are days in life
when something suddenly dawns on you. Last Ramadan was one of those
days. | came to explore, | came to learn about what | believe and how it all
fits together. | must say, however, | came home to my old self.

To me, Jordan is full of beauty, but not everyone can notice that. Again it is
a matter of heart. It all started with a fascination for the Islamic culture, art,
and beauty of the Arabic language. Being in Amman is a great experience.
It seems that everything has more character; the lights have more colors,
the people more words, the language more content, the air more odors,
the city more noise, the music more tones and the people more emotions.
Sometimes, life can have different meanings.

It is a feeling of freedom'driving down Amman. It is a feeling of inner peace
to be one with culture, tradition, and religion. It is the atmosphere of all the
things in this amazing city, which you could never experience in a European
country. This is Jordan, where amazing things can and do happen when you
least expect them.

So today, | see myself more than confident looking to the current phase
of studying. | can tell you straight from my heart why | do not regret a
single day. It creates openness to new things, it gives us strength and new
ideas. Finally, it is about hope, new possibilities, and opportunities to make
a better day. Insha‘allah!

This article is dedicated to all those doing an exchange program and traveling the world.
Furthermore, it is a reminder to everyone to do the things they really want to do. By leaving
our usual environment, we discover not only new land, but also ourselves.

| would like to express my gratitude to my family and friends; friends from South Africa, Italy,
Hungary, and Germany. | would also like to address my sincere thanks to my host family and
friends in Jordan, who are making my time worthwhile and giving me great support. Indeed,
it is the best time we have ever had!

Rainer

E ]

Amman, 2.10.2012, rainer-joh.schlobohm@gmx.de
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A special place
to share your

UTQOINGS | adventures
ndex with us!

Rund Sa’ad: They actually have sun

Rund Sa’ad: This is what happens
when you miss the train, hehe

Alyana Hajarrar: Oktoberfest in Miinschen

a Ayman Nagi: Germany

Haya G: New Year in Paris
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Haneen Yousef: Alpes Rive
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Alyana Hajarrar: Oktoberfest in Miinschen
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Farah Jadallah: Nuernberg

an Bani Melhem: Italy
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Dystopia in Sara
Gruen’s Water for
Elephants

by Bassmah Bassam AlTaher

he Great Depression caused a lot

of suffering throughout America in

the aftermath of the Crash of the

stock market in 1929. Even though

the American administration tried to
relieve the crises, there was a widespread of agony
across the land, turning the American dream into
an American nightmare. As consequence of this,
many writers wrote about it as a fall from Utopia.
Thus, fiction witnessed the advent of a new genre
known as dystopia.

The idea of Utopia first became known in English
Literature through Sir Thomas More’s Utopia
(1516), and in this story he is able to draw a
perfect world with an ideal community. The name
Utopia “is a compound Greek word meaning
literally ‘no place’ or ‘nowhere,””! yet, the English
homophone euotpia; derived from the Greek
words that mean ‘good place’, can imply a whole
different meaning to a godforsaken place. With this
ambiguous terminology, More adapts many literary
and philosophical ideas from various sources

to create perfection on an island in the Atlantic
Ocean. The political hierarchy is then based on
recognized merit and effort; the people of Utopia,
the Syphogrants and Tranibores, are “elected
annually, and the princes, or ‘first leaders,’ chosen
from among those who are thought ‘most meet
and expedient,’” serve for life unless ‘put down for
suspicion of tyranny’.”? Debate on public affairs
prevails among the Utopians in order to conduct
their public affairs. The protagonist in the story is
usually an outsider visiting Utopia and learning its
laws, behavior, and manners. This hero sits quietly,
listening and observing the Utopian life and dares
not alter anything in fear that this person might
cause confusion.

However, the idea of Utopia seemed too perfect
to be true. Man can try to idealize his world, but
in the end, it would fall apart. The old Utopias

ignored that “reproductive competition among
individualities which is the substance of life, and
dealt essentially with its incidentals.”3 A happy
land without history where all the citizens are
mentally and morally in tune brings about the
failure of Utopia. This created a counter-point in
literature known as Dystopia. Every man strives
for individuality and unique power; this element
could be a major role in transforming Utopia into
Dystopia.

The word Dystopia is originally a Greek word
meaning ‘bad or ill;’ 4 from this meaning, one

can allude to how it functions as an ideology
applied to a certain community. Dystopia is usually
associated with science fiction; a future of advanced
technology brings about the fall of mankind. In
order to comprehend the actual sense of this
ideology, various aspects should be explained. First
of all, “for a thematically more neutral definition

of this ‘bad place,’...dystopia [is looked] as a social
structure that is worse than the present social
system.”> Dystopia’s rules force oppression over a
society. Moreover, it portrays a repressive society
that fears change, technology, or the unexplainable.
This society always tends to fear its great fall, hence
individuality is a given right to the ones in power,
like the government, and alienation is bound to

its people. The irony of its pretentious democratic
ways is found in the character of an accomplished
and a competent person who is suppressed or
stigmatized, considering him to be unequal to the
others; intellectuals, scholars, and scientists are
thus considered to be a threat. In addition, the
dystopian world finds itself isolated from nature;
the people are alienated from all that is green,
making a person confide to darkness and indoor life
for most of his or her life. However, some dystopian
societies are founded in the natural world.
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Dystopia in Sara
Gruen’s Water for

Elephants

by Bassmah Bassam AlTaher

The background of the story that depicts a
dystopian world takes place after a crisis; for
example, war, famine, or revolution in order

to create a new government delegated by the
charismatic people of the remaining society.
Usually the people in power are shallow, and they
usually follow their own pleasures. “Some are
even brutal and cruel. Unlike utopia where the
rulers are just and caring for the well-being and
comfort of their citizens, the dystopian rulers are
oppressors and dictators, using flawed laws that
cause corruption in the society.” 7 Because of this
corruption, black markets are present and bad
goods are sold. This often creates a revolt from

a group of people that spreads throughout the
whole community and brings down the corrupted
government. Mainly, the revolt begins with the
protagonist, a dystopian character who has lived
the unjust cruelty for years, and bears no longer to
attain its laws. “Conflict is basically the main issue
in bringing about the first steps of change; the
protagonist usually trusts a group of people whom
withhold powerful positions in the government,
but later on back stabs the hero in the end.”
Destroying dystopia could either be possible or
impossible, in some novels and short stories, and
even science fiction, the dystopian world is usually
shaken up by the rise of the people and sometimes
they lose their case when opposing the powerful
and corrupted rulers. The escape of the protagonist
is also a sign of triumph, in a sense that this
person is able to run away from an oppressive life
and finally live a normal life.

The American writer Sara Gruen (1969) manifests
dystopia in various aspects of her novel Water

for Elephants (2006). When unraveling the

novel, many parts reflect the elements that create
a dystopian world, especially in its settings,
characters, and main events. The characters and
events of the novel go beyond the mere reader’s

perspective. In order to prove that dystopia truly
exists, the original atmosphere and the characters
reactions towards such an extraordinary place is
analyzed in detail. With the Elephant’s symbolic
relevance Gruen uses throughout her novel, the
ideas become clearer. Gruen is able to use the
elephant as a symbol of hope manifested in a
dystopian world of the Benzeni Brothers Most
Spectacular Show on Earth. The rise and fall of
dystopia depicted in the novel, as well as the
rebellion that happens among the working people
is analyzed and criticized alongside the dystopian
hero Jacob Jankowski. Finally, one realizes the
reason why the hidden perfect world is gradually
disintegrated and crushed by the end of the story.

In Water for Elephants, Gruen was sparked by

the idea of writing about an elephant when she
unexpectedly saw an article in the Chicago Tribune
on a “photographer who followed and documented
train circuses during the 1920s and 1930s. She
was fascinated by the panoramic photographs that
appeared alongside the article, making her buy
two books on old-time circus photographs.”9 She
began researching in depth about life on a circus
and how animals were treated during that era.

She finally ended up writing Water for Elephants
based on a lot of research and dedication from her
supporters, unaware that her little circus manifests
dystopia during the Depression.

1 Thomas More, Utopia, Ed. David Harris Sacks, Boston, MA: Bedford/St.Martin’s, 1999, p.15.

2 Ibid, p.5.

3 H.G. Wells, A Modern Utopia, London: Odhams, 1908, p.82.

4 Erika Gottlieb, Dystopian Fiction East and West: Universe of Terror and Tria, Ottawa: Mc-
Gill-Queen’s UP, 2001, p.5.

5 Ibid.

6 Niclass Hermansson, “Exploring Dystopia’, A Forum about Dark Science Fiction, Web. 11 Nov.,

2011, < http://hem.passagen.se/replikant/>
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Wichtiqge hinweise

Das wWichtigste 15T, dass die
Studenten die dewtsche Sprac/*ze
/y/oeg//c/’lsz‘ fy(i beherrschen. Ich
denke dass Level s Vorrausset zeng

8 In Dewtschland (st es PHicht sich
Jec/efZe/i auSweirSen zu Koennen. Neben
s L (ef\fepaSS Sollte man ausserder irrrer
Sas Sy (Se/nen SZao/e/?ienaL(Swe/\S bel sich tragen
e e wum oceffertliche Verkehrsritte! kosten/os
netzen zu Koennen, ermaessigungen zu
bekormmen etc ). Aulofthrer rmuessen

dositsches Fernsehen ZU 3416,% ik el vorzeigen
Ausserder sollte ran soviel wie Koernen wund zu guider letzd sollte man

h dewtsch SPfec/’len) woZzU aé‘(ch Seine Krankenkassenkarte stets bei
sich Zragen.

[ernen empf’e/'z/e ich rege/maessig
dewtsches Kadio zu hoeren oder

Moeg/fc
man Sich daranm bereehen sollte
sich einen dewtsc hen Freundeskrers
aufzebacten. Dies /st morstens

sc heoierig da Austauschstuderten | :

in der Ke 333/ als erstes andere Bei Ankeuntt sollte man ca. 1500

Asstausc hstudenten kennen lernen. Euro daber haben, da es etwas dactert
In Studentenoohnheimes wohren 615 das dewtsche Konto eroetfFnet
zum Beispiel viele auslaendische ISC. Fuer manche Yochschiden
Stwdenten. éenoez‘;jz‘ riah eine Beireaangsgeéaer

von s00 Euro. Sorgen Sie auch
datfuer bei Ankunt? einen Schlatplatz

Mir hadd es sehir 33/70/1(’3/7 dass zu haben bis eine A)o/mang gefunden

ich »ut einer dewtschen Fraet in /1S
e /7/73@, rreinschat 33&)0/7/7? Die ersten D/‘nﬂe die in Dewtschland
habe. Unter eotoeo .w3—3e5a6/75 : e/-/ea/ijz‘ werden sollten sind die

de Andet man zum Bers pz‘e/ Anmel. c/dnﬁ beir Erncoohnermeldeant,

A)?hnﬁeme/'nSCAaften die neue die &oe/’/’n&(ng eines Bankkontos wnd
Mitbecoohner suchen. Ebentalls A R S i

elne grosse ilfe Sind decwtsche
Zeritungen, die auch im Internet zut
Anden sind.

* Tk, 3/5{ e/nfge_ é/nier/aﬂen die man nach Dewtdschland pitnehmen Sollte: um

i Dewtschland ein Konto eroeffren zu Koennen warden enz‘éprechencle
é/nz‘er/aﬂen von der k/'o)-c:/an/éc/ztsen Bank éenoeflgz‘. Auch die é/nie,r/agen Ffuter
das Pﬂ/‘c/zfpra(’z‘féam sollte man sich vor AZreise vor Internadional OfFce
aaé//aendlgen lassen. Sinnoll 1ST es von allen wz‘chilgen é/nier/aﬁen Kopien
anza—tperz‘/gen. Ausserden sollte man rund. 4 biometrische Passbilder M/‘Z‘ér/ngen
die man fuer die \/er/aenﬂerang der Visa braucht. Wer &2¢. in Dectschland
Auto +ahren roectite sollte sich beredls in Jordanien einen internationalen

Fuehrerschern Aeéorﬁen.
Rehan Tarawieh
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THE ITY OF MOSAIKS

Just 30km South-West from Amman, along a series
of ancient sites is one of the most outstanding places
in the Holy Land. It is unanimously‘acknowledged as

home to archeological sites and modern buildings.
Madaba, knowin as the “City of Mosaics”.

Best recognized for its magnificent Byzantine and
Umayyad mosaics, Madaba is-home to'the famous
6th century Mosaic Map of Jerusalem and the Holy

Land. With two million pieces of brightly colored local
stones, it portrays hills and valleys'as far as the Nile
Delta.

The first mosaics were revealed purely by chance
during the construction of the:newspermanent
dwellings . The Map of-Madaba mosaic was
discovered'in 1896 and the findings were published
a year later. This discovery brought Madaba to light
and attracted more scholars worldwide. Accordingly,
Madaba became known as the “City of Mosaics” in
Jordan.

Combining two different aspects-of culture; the
ancient and modern , Madaba has been chosen
to house new universities. It hasthe German
Jordanian University (GJU), the American University
of Madaba (AUM), and the New Institute of’
Technology. Additionally,-a-new settlement not far
from the'historic city will house over 600 villas,
and the Kuwaiti corporations are now funding the
construction of new office buildings to be builtsin
Madaba. This expansion planghas contributed to
improving, developing, and enhancing Madaba’s
economic status.

by Lina Teimeh
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Madaba Visitors Center

¥ The Greek Orthodox Basilica
of Saint George

Hippolytus'Hall in the
Archaeological Park of
Madaba

¥ Downtown Shops
¥ Ma’in Hot Springs

¥ Church of St John the
Baptist

*
National Archeological
Museum

*

The Old Town of Madaba

and of course, don’t forget
to try thetasty local cousine!



13 September 2012

GJU organ'\zed an

ach'\evements, an
future plans:

Royal Aca
Sunday

7 October 2012
Hiba Omati receives
Marwa E\-Sherb'm'\ Award.




