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GJU Celebrates the Closing Ceremony of the Hult Prize

Competition 2020

The German Jordanian University (GJU) celebrat-
ed the announcement of the winners’ teams of the
Hult Prize Competition 2020 during the closing cer-
emony that was organized by the Deanship of Stu-
dent Affairs (DSA) at G)U.

The Competition aims to challenge university stu-
dents to build bold businesses that have a positive
net impact on our planet with every sale completed,
a dollar earned, and a decision made.

The President of GJU, Prof. Manar Fayyad said, that
she is very proud to witness GJU students’ partic-
ipation in the Hult Prize competition for the third
year, expressing the importance of this year’s chal-
lenge, Climate Change and the urgent need to find
creative solutions to preserve our environment.

GJU students this year came up with environmental

-y

4
\
| |
i
i

solutions and business models that have an environ-
mental impact, their solutions were in the fields of
transportation, minimizing paper waste through tech-
nology, reducing CO2 emissions, as well as designing
all green Hydroponics system and many more.

Sanad )awabreh, the Campus Director at GJU,
Shared his experience with Hult Prize starting as a
competitor last year and how he is honored to be in
a position to lead this movement of impact in 2020.
He noted that with the guidance and financial sup-
port of DSA, Hult Prize GJU organizing committee
offered 24 hours of training, which were invested
in developing the students’ ideas throughout the
whole semester in partnership with Program Inno-
vation and Entrepreneurship (PIE) at GJU, and mysS-
tartup- INJAZ (business incubator) which provided
expert consultancy and logistical support.

Sanad also announced that GJU was chosen as the
host of the Regionals phase in Jordan and continue
to help students have a positive impact!

Jana Al Buraik from the Hult Prize Global Team gave
a brief about Hult Prize Global vision and announced
“Impact Break” where up to 20 startups will receive
an invitation to attend the Global Hult Prize Acceler-
ator and win US$1,000,000 in startup capital.

The program of the closing ceremony included a
presentation by Entrepreneur Lianne Manna, who
took the audience to her journey in Environmental-
ism, which led her to open her own Social Startup
“Ecope” which tackles food waste in Jordan.

Also, Faris Ammari, a young environmental enthu-
siast boy, introduced his initiative to gather seeds to
plant a whole landscape in Amman.

The participating teams presented their entre-
preneurial projects in front of a jury, consisted of
Layla Al Qasim, Head of Strategic Engagement &
Sustainability Projects at Landmark Amman Hotel,
Bashir Mraish, Founder & CEO - Bashir Mraish Con-
sultancy, Ala’a Abdulla, Executive Director at Jordan
Green Building Council and Enad Kanaan, Business
& Corporate Strategist Startups & Entrepreneurship
Advisor at Injaz.

At the end of the ceremony, the judges announced
the top three winners as the following,

The First Place, Breakthrough

Breakthrough developed FRD (Fire radio propaga-
tion detection system), which is a system, that real-
time and accurately detects the location of wildfires
in forests and farms using complex mathematical
patterns of radio propagation waves.

Second Place, Griiner

Gruner is a beautiful structure that allows plants to
grow through, without damaging the facade, to cre-
ate a multi-beneficial green wall. Based on a mod-
ular and simple “do it yourself” style, it is easy to
assemble and exchange.

Third Place, Admire

A brand was founded by like-minded individuals, a
group of creative people dedicated to building inno-
vative, smart and effective beauty solution. At Ad-
mire, every single purchase made will be a seamless
experience from start to using the products that are
derived from natural resources only, 100%organic
and eco-friendly.

Congratulations, best of luck on the next levels!

MoU between GJU and the
Department of Antiquities

The German Jordanian University (GJU) represent-
ed by the President Prof. Manar Fayyad and the
Department of Antiquities represented by Director
General Mr. Yazeed Alayan signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to enhance cooperation in
the field of restoration and rehabilitation of terraces
and water dams in the city of Petra- Jordan.

The MoU came as a continuation of the project
“Restoration of the Ancient Nabataean Flood Con-
trol System in Wadi Madras at Petra” funded under
a grant from the Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural
Preservation of the American Embassy in Amman.

The main aim of the agreement is to rehabilitate
some ancient terraces and water dams that existed
from the Nabatean era, which was essential to pro-

tect the city from floods during the winter season.

The project team supervised by Dr. Nizar Abu Jaber,
the Director of Center for the Study of Natural and
Cultural Heritage (CSNCH) at GJU will begin with
the rehabilitation of some terraces at the beginning
of next year, in the meanwhile, the search for fund-
ing opportunities will be continued to have tens of
terraces and dams at the area restored.




3rd SATS Open Day 2019
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On Monday, December 30, 2019, the School of
Applied Technical Sciences (SATS) at the German
Jordanian University (G)U) held its third Open Day
2019, which aims to introduce the students with the
importance of the specialties the school offers, and
develop their innovative skills through highlighting
the most prominent achievements by the both stu-
dents and faculty members.

In the presence of the President of GJU Prof. Manar
Fayyad, the Vice President Prof. Atef Kharabsheh,
faculty members, and G)U’s students, the Dean of
SATS Prof. Safwan Altarzi welcomed the attendees
and explained the idea of the Open Day in commu-
nicating with the students and colleagues scientifi-
cally and socially.

In addition, Altarzi conducted an introduction about
the progress and achievements of the School since
establishment until today in its three departments,
Mechanical and Maintenance Engineering, Indus-
trial Engineering and Mechatronics Engineering.

The program of the Open Day included a talk by
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Assistant Dean for Quality Affairs, Dr. Bashar Ham-
mad where he presented the theme of the event,
Technology of Education, explaining the definition
of the concept and its importance in education.

Furthermore, Dr. Bashar focused on the Blended
Learning method highlighting its models, tools, ad-
vantages, and challenges.

The school organized several activities during the
Open Day, where the most distinguished gradua-
tion projects, an internship in Germany, and Labs
equipment were demonstrated.

Moreover, a group of SATS Alumni participated in
a discussion panel to share their experience after
graduation from the University, also, GJU’s talented
students performed a musical segment.

At the end of the Day, Prof. Manar Fayyad honored
SATS’ first-class students, best graduation project,
outstanding research and teaching assistant, best
poster, and the best talent in printing posters.

Logistics Students at G)U Visit EasyLog 3PL

The School of Management and Logistics Sciences
(SMLS) - at the German Jordanian University (G)U),
organized a visit to the warehouses of EasylLog for
Logistics Sciences Department students led by Dr. Is-
mail Abushaikha.

EasyLog is a third-party logistics service provider with
more than three decades of experience in the region.
The company is part of Allayan Group and is located
in AL-Qastal Area.

It provides strong and efficient goods distribution net-
works and storage for various customers such as Mc-
Donald’s, Carrefour, Tkiyet Um Ali and many others
with diversified business needs.

Throughout the visit, students were able to observe the
concepts they learned in different courses and asking
industry-related questions. They observed how Easy-
Log’s warehouses comprise of different dry and tem-
perature-controlled areas for different types of goods
and retail businesses. Students also learned about the
methods applied to deal with these different types of
goods, such as fast-moving and slow-moving items,

as well as items with sensitive expiry dates.

Students were also able to gain a general insight into
the company’s transportation and domestic distribu-
tion. EasyLog uses its in-house modern fleet of over
100 vehicles to transport goods within and to the bor-
ders of Jordan. The students were also shown the dif-
ferent types of technology and equipment used for dif-
ferent temperatures. The EasylLog Logistics Team also
explained how the company manages and integrates
the supply chain from the point of placing an order
with a supplier to the point of delivering it to stores
and the end customers.

This visit was also a great opportunity to discuss fur-
ther forms of collaboration between GJU and Easy-
Log, in particular through the Dual Study Programs of
SMLS.

The School of Management and Logistics Sciences
(SMLS) and Office for Industrial Link (OIL) would like
to thank the Logistics Team of EasyLog for their time
and effort and the rich information they provided to
GJU Students.




Dual Studies Logistics Science Company Meeting

The German Jordanian University (GJU) conducted a
workshop to promote cooperative education in the
Logistics Sector. More than 30 companies joint the
workshop and have thus expressed their interest in
supporting the education of young people.

The main aim of the meeting was to introduce the
private sector to the Dual Studies Program the Uni-
versity had set up just one year ago. Companies in-
volved in the first implementation of the program
reported on their experiences.

For many years now, there has been a recurrent com-
plaint from the private sector that young people,
when having completed their education, do not have
acquired the skills needed, to successfully enter the
workforce.

By developing a cooperative education format that
involves the private sector in the training of young
people this gap finally can be bridged.

The meeting was opened by GJUs Vice President
Prof. Dr. Ralf Rosskopf. Prof. Rosskopf stressed out,
that this program is a pioneering one. For the first
time in Jordan, the private sector has a key role in
educating Jordanians Youth.

On behalf of the German Development Cooperation
GlZ, Dr. Wolfgang Frohberg welcomed the partici-
pants and expressed his delight by the great interest.
He also thanked G)U for all the efforts that have been
taken until the first Dual Studies Program had started.

Dr. AbdelRahim Alsoussi, Professor for Logistics
sciences, introduced GJU’s Dual Studies Program.
He explained the design of the Dual Studies Bachelor
Track in Logistics Sciences and stressed out the advan-
tages for the private sector when getting involved. Fur-
thermore, he sent a clear message that GJU is very in-
terested in cooperation with the private sector; this is
a program that can only be successful in cooperation.

Ms. Nadia Shahin, the General Manager of Amin Ka-
war & Sons and Mr. Rakan Madi the Managing Direc-
tor Jordan & Iraq of Maersk, shared their experienc-
es with the program. Ms. Shahin emphasized how
much she liked the cooperative approach in which
the program was developed. “It was a completely
new experience that a University contacted com-
panies and discussed the idea of this new concept.
Once the program came to life it was a ‘no-brainer’
for us to join” she said.

“I wish that there would have been such kind of pro-
gram when | was at University”, Rakan Madi opened
his speech, ‘the student we trained at Maersk was
amazing, we could integrate him in many of our op-
erations and he learned very fast.’

In the following panel discussion Mr. Hakam Abul
Feilat, general manager from Aqaba Logistics Villag-
es pointed out that “as a company we see the pro-
gram as a part of our human resources’ strategy, it
gives us the chance to recruit young talents and train
them according to our needs.” Farah Darwish, Logis-
tics Team Member at Zain who was the trainer of one
of the students, explained that the dual student was
not the first trainee she was responsible for, but she
had never before experienced such close cooperation
with the University the student was coming from, this
exchange was very fruitful.

Sama Al Akar, one out of the first batch of students
- doing her practical phase at Petra Drugstore - ex-
plained that it was a completely new experience for her
to work a whole day, how she felt totally integrated into
her partner company and how fruitful it was to connect
theoretical knowledge with practical experiences.

Dr. Imad Hatamleh the Academic Dual Studies co-
ordinator was also one of the lecturers who carried
out a Dual Studies Course, in which he was teaching
students together with company employees. Within
these courses, theoretical knowledge was combined
with practical experiences and examples from the lo-
cal market. The students had to reflect on the theo-
ry they have learned to the ‘on-the-ground-situation’
they have found in their partner-companies, the re-
sults students have delivered have been outstanding
for young people who have just finished less than one
year of University education.

At the end of the Workshop, many representatives
for the present companies expressed their interest to
join the program.

G)U Participates in Erasmus+ Project Meeting

As part of the Erasmus+ capacity building project (The
International Master of Science on Cyber-Physical Sys-
tems (MS@CPS), Dr. Dhiah el Diehn I. Abou-Tair, Dr.
Ala’ Khalifeh, Dr. Sahel Alouneh, and Dr. Raed Mesleh
from the school of Electrical Eng. and Information
Technology(SEEIT) from thr German Jordanian Uni-
versity (GJU) participated in a project meeting held at
the higher institute of computer and multimedia, Uni-
versity of Sfax, Tunisia from sth -7th November 2019.

31 attendees were representing the nine partner uni-
versities consortium participated in the meeting ses-
sions over three full days. The consortium discussed
the current status and the progress in the different
work packages of the project. The consortium agreed
to accelerate accreditation procedures to launch the
master program in Fall 2020 and to start teaching for
admitted graduate students in the program.

MS@CPS is a collaborative effort among European
(Germany, Sweden, and the UK) and MENA coun-
tries (Jordan, Tunis, and Palestine) to establish an In-
ternational Master of Science on Cyber-Physical Sys-
tems (CPSs). Cyber-Physical Systems (CPS) is a new
multidisciplinary subject that tackles the integration
process between the various software and hardware
technologies while maintaining a user-friendly and se-

cure human-computer environment. The envisioned
master program will focus on the contemporary recent
technologies in various important applications in our
daily life, such as the Internet of Things (loT), auton-
omous driving, smartphones, embedded systems, big
data, semantic computing, cloud computing, etc. The
project is funded by the European Union within Eras-

mus+ program.

The project partners plan to have the next face to face
meeting at “The University of Hertfordshire” in Hat-
field, the United Kingdom in March 2019. The meeting
will include training sessions on selected CPS topics
and part of the schedule will be devoted to review the
progress status and to identify the next steps.

China Technology Transfer Center for Arab Countries Visits GJU

A delegation from the China Technology Transfer
Center for Arab countries accompanied by Chinese
investors and representatives of Chinese universities,
visited the German Jordanian University (G)U) to dis-
cuss cooperation with the university in the fields of
energy, technology, and agriculture.

The Vice President of GJU, Prof. Atef Kharabsheh,
welcomed the delegation in the presence of the
Deans of the School of Applied Technical Sciences
(SATS), the School of Natural Recourses Engineer-
ing and Management (SNREM), and the Deanship
of Scientific Research (DSR).

Kharabsheh introduced the University, Majors, and dis-
tinguished attributes of GJU, indicating the University’s
readiness to cooperate with the Center through joint
projects in the fields of water, technology, and energy.

For his part, the Director of the Center, Shilg Ji, said that
the Center, which was established with funding from the
Chinese government and private sector in 2016, is co-
operating with a large number of Chinese companies
covering all industrial and technological fields.

He added that the Center is looking forward to signing
a Memorandum of Understanding with GJU that in-
cludes mutual interests.




Football match for EDU-SYRIA scholarship program students

EDU-SYRIA Project, funded by the European
Union (EU) and managed by the German Jorda-
nian University (GJU), organized friendly foot-
ball matches for the students enrolled in the

Program.

The project celebrates the power of football
to overcome the barriers and build bridges
between Syrian refugees and Jordanian host
communities. This sport opportunity provides
young people with a sense of self-dignity and re-
spect, allowing them to celebrate cultural cohe-
sions and differences in a positive and peaceful
manner. These games will be the starting point
of the formation of a football team representing
the project, and a future football tournament

for all partner institutes and other NGOs.

The final game was held on Sunday December
1, 2019, under the patronage of the EU Ambas-
sador to Jordan, H.E Ms. Maria Hadjitheodo-
siou, and hosted by Zarga University. The Zarga
University students’ team celebrated their win
after they beat the Luminus Technical Universi-
ty College team 4-3.

In parallel, a chess contest also took place for
EDU-SYRIA female students. Ms. Wal’a Ghad-
ban won the game as she defeated Ms. Faitma
Alzahraa’.

The EU Ambassador, along with H.E Eng. Samir
Habashneh the President of the board of trus-
tees for Zarqa University and Prof Atef Kharab-
sheh the Vice president of the German Jordani-
an University, presented the players and teams
with the medals, trophies and prizes.

The award ceremony was concluded with a
lunch reception and music band performance
at Zarqga University's social cultural center.

SATS Organizes a Mediation Session for Faculty Members

The School of Applied Technical Sciences (SATS)
at the German Jordanian University (GJU), held a
“Mindful stretching, love and kindness meditation
session” for SATS faculty members and teaching
and research assistants, led by Miss Nisreen Khash-
man a meditation mentor with another mentor from
the Thai Meditation Center.

The session was attended by the Dean of SATS Dr.
Safwan Altarazi aims at allowing the participants to
practice meditation for one hour, to strengthen the
mind and relief the stress.

Miss. Khashman started the session explaining the
importance of meditation; as meditation brings
out clarity, positive energy, happiness and peace of
mind, through meditation, we have a clear mind,
inner peace, and lower metabolic rate. The trainer

guided the participants to follow up on her steps in
the session.

At the end of the session, the Dean praised the ef-
forts of both the trainer and the participants.

G)U’s Library Organizes the First Cultural Book Exhibition for
the Ministry of Culture Publications

On Wednesday, December 18, 2019, the library of
the German-Jordanian University (GJU) organized
the First Cultural Book Exhibition “Publications of
the Second Ministry of Culture”, in cooperation
with the Madaba Culture Directorate, as part of the
cultural activities planned by the library for the year
2019, where the activities of 2019 were concluded
at the specialized exhibition of the ministry’s pub-
lications of translated Arabic, international books,
novels, children’s books and stories.

The exhibition, which was under the patronage of
the President of GJU, Prof. Manar Fayyad, with the
participation of many students and faculty members

An Introductory day specializing

The Biomedical Engineering Club of the Dean-
ship of Student Affairs (DSA) and the School of
Applied Medical Sciences (SAMS) at the Jordani-
an German University (GJU) recently created an
introductory day specializing in Biomedical Engi-
neering for the university students and the local
community.

The club hosted Biomedical Engineering compa-
nies in addition to student initiatives for cancer
patients and their mitigation. Besides, a series of
discussion and introductory sessions specializing
in Biomedical Engineering and its applications in
treating various diseases like Alzheimer’s and res-
piratory problems have been performed. Arterial
blood pressure and oxygen level in the blood were
examined for attendees.

It is noteworthy that the Biomedical Engineering
Club came on the initiative of the first-year student

in continuation of the 13th edition of the Reading
for All Festival (The Jordanian Family Library) is one
of the pioneering national cultural programs imple-
mented by the Ministry of Culture, which aims of
encouraging reading, buying books and establish-
ing a library in every home, from the human knowl-
edge books that enrich the mind and conscience
and publish it in an elegant edition. In addition to
ensuring access to citizens at nominal prices rang-
ing from (25) piasters for children’s books and (35)
piasters for adult books.

During the opening, Dr. Fayyad explained the im-
portance of the university’s library to be a beacon of
culture and a center for the exchange of knowledge.
Expressing her pride in the students’ readability and
the acquisition of valuable books in various fields.

The director of the library, Dr. Aziz Madi, affirmed
the continuity of cooperation and partnership with
institutions that are concerned with cultural and
publishing for the year 2020, including the Min-
istry of Culture, where cooperation will contribute
to raising the intellectual and cultural stock of stu-
dents and library visitors.

in Biomedical Engineering at GJU

and president of the club Vivian Makki.

The club’s administrative team includes students:
Faris Al-Kazemi, Raghad Salih, Lin Shaheen, Asim
Nasr, Shamil Adeeb, and Tasnim Al-Mahadin, in
addition to the coordinator from the DSA Raed
Qaddah and the General Club Supervisor, Dr.
Walid Al-Zyoud the head of the Biomedical Engi-
neering Department.




G)U Celebrates the 10th German
Teacher’s Day

On Saturday, November 7, 2019, the German Lan-
guage Center (GLC) at the German Jordanian Univer-
sity (GJU) celebrated the 10th German Teacher’s Day,
in cooperation with Goethe-Institute Amman.

More than ninety teachers and prospective teachers
in the field of German as a Foreign Language in Jor-
dan from Goethe-Institute Amman, Language Gener-
ation Center Amman, PASCH schools in Jordan par-
ticipated in the event. In addition to lecturers from
the School of Applies Humanities and Languages
(SAHL), GLC, and Master DaF students at GJU.

The celebration included keynote speakers from
Germany, Dr. Astrid Reich from Ruhr University Bo-
chum, talked about New Companion Volume, Dr.
Karl Hubert Kiefer from TU Berlin presented Techni-
cal language teaching, and Christiane Bolte-Costa-

biei from Goethe Institute introduced the training
program DDL from Goethe Institute.

The event, which became a traditional annual chance
for training, and network meetings, was followed by
10 workshops on different topics related to German
language teaching, presentations of publishers, and
the latest materials for teaching German as Foreign
Languages.

The German Jordanian University’s Podium Finish in Best

Projects Competition in Renewable Energy

The School of Natural Resources Engineering and
Management (SNREM) - Energy Engineering De-
partment at the German Jordanian University (G)U)
placed first and third in the Competition for the Best
Graduation Projects in Renewable Energy.

The competition was organized by the Jordani-
an-German Center of Excellence for Solar Energy in
collaboration with the National Employment and
Training Company and was hosted at the Business
Innovation Growth (BIG) powered by Orange.

Engineer Sara Mansour, supervised by Dr. Moham-
ad Khawaja and Dr. Ammar Alkhalidi, won first
place for her work on the environmental impacts
of energy storage waste and regional legislation to
curtail their effects — highlighting the status in Jor-
dan; while Hebah Althahabi, supervised by Engineer
Firas Alawneh won third place for her work on Bifa-
cial Photovoltaic Systems: Tracking Modelling and
Performance.

Dr. Arwa Abdelhay, Dean of SNREM, attending on

behalf of the President of GJU, Prof. Manar Fayyad,
received a Plaque in recognition of the effective par-
ticipation of the University in the competition.

G)U Welcomes CDC Delegation
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On Wednesday, November 13, 2019, A delega-
tion from Communications Development Com-
pany (CDC), visited the German Jordanian Uni-
versity (GJU) to discuss research cooperation
opportunities.

The President of GJU Prof. Manar Fayyad wel-
comed the delegation together with the Dean
of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research
(GSSR), Dr. Sahel Alawneh, the Dean of the
School of Electrical Engineering and Informa-
tion Technology (SEEIT) Dr. Raed Mesleh and
Dr. Omar Hiari - Assistant Professor at the
School.

The Delegation, which consisted of Mr. Yazan
Mufti, Mr. Sufian Abanda, and Mr. Adnan Muf-
ti discussed the various potential avenues that
could be taken to support commercialization
and further development of research ideas, in-
cluding patents, through the creation of spin-off
companies.

The meeting concluded by agreeing to the next

steps needed to work on formulating a proper
framework between the two entities through a
research cooperation agreement.

CDC is a leading Jordanian electronic systems
engineering company delivering integrated solu-
tions covering Communications infrastructure,
Sensors, ICT, electro-mechanical and energy.

CDC was founded 40 years ago and was instru-
mental in starting public wireless services and
the internet in Jordan. CDC works regionally and
internationally.

CDC through its sister company (Science and
Technology Investments) participates in ear-
ly-stage scientific advancement jointly with Lon-
don University in quantum physics, Bioscienc-
es, and tools to help macular disease patients
read, this recently won recognition as one of the
top 20 impact programs evaluated out of 200
by the UK Gov. CDC looks forward to support-
ing and participating in Jordanian scientific re-
search and development.
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The German Jordanian University Organizes its Sixth Model
United Nations Conference

The German Jordanian University’s Model United Na-
tions (GJUMUN) club, under supervision by the Dean-
ship of Student Affairs (DSA), hosted its sixth confer-
ence with 200 participants from Jordanian universities
and schools.

GJU Vice President Dr. Atef Al Kharabsheh stated that
Jordan’s youth are the country’s source of pride due
to their dedication, commitment, and role in creating
better futures for their nation and the coming genera-
tions, as well as transforming challenges into fruitful
opportunities.

Besides, Dr. Al Kharabsheh pointed out that GJUMUN
is an inspiring simulation that teaches youth essential
skills such as constructive criticism, leadership, ne-
gotiation, and conflict resolution and therefore offers
them a chance to be heard amidst the challenges the
region is facing.

Dr. Mark Erbel, First Secretary for Political Affairs,
noted the strong ties that Germany and Jordan enjoy
by highlighting the role of the university in fortifying
these ties through ongoing academic events and co-
operation.

Furthermore, Dr. Erbel emphasized the importance
of promoting the development of an educated Jor-
danian youth that is capable of overcoming political

and social obstacles.

Participants of the 3-day conference debated several
topics such as the first time topic health and environ-
ment and common global issues. The participants
took part as delegates of actual UN member states
in specialized committees such as the Human Rights
Council, the Security Council, and the International
Court of Justice.

During the closing ceremony, the Dean of Student
Affairs Dr. Raed Al Khasawneh expressed his satisfac-
tion regarding the results reached by the delegates
and his gratitude for the efforts of the organizing
team while asserting the university’s continued sup-
port of the club and its goals.

GJUMUN Club President Hanna Abu Judom indicat-
ed that among the club’s action plan is working on
improving the Jordanian youth’s ability to discuss
and conclude conflicts whether at a national or inter-
national level.

In addition, increasing access to the club’s activities,
which was achieved by the creation of its first-ever
website, as well as holding year-round training work-
shops for the university’s students, thus allowing
them to learn from MUN whether they can attend
the conference or not.

DAAD funded joint student-based workshop within the
cooperation project “Discovering Cities”

Within the DAAD funded cooperation project Dis-
covering Cities, the School of Architecture and Built
Environment (SABE) at the German Jordanian uni-
versity (GJU) has conducted and hosted the third
intercultural dialogue student based workshop be-
tween the 11th and 14th December 2019.

The president of the university Prof. Manar Fayyad
attended the opening session of the workshop
that was titled: Navigating Critical Urban Spaces
in Amman and welcomed together with the Dean
of SABE, Prof. Ziyad Haddad the partners from the
four countries.

The workshop was attended by 50 students and pro-
fessors from the four partner universities; Bauhaus
University Weimar, Germany, Notre Dame Univer-
sity Louaize, Lebanon, Cairo University, Egypt, in
addition to GJU. It was organized by the Partners of
the project; Bauhaus University Weimar represent-
ed by Prof. Dr. Frank Eckardt and GJU represented
by Dr. Maram Tawil.

Throughout the days of the workshop, the students
formulated concepts and development strategies
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on three proposed action areas in Amman.

The development approaches were based on the
analysis sessions, site perception and participatory
approaches undertaken and supervised jointly by the
professors from all partner universities. The work-
shop was concluded by the students’ presentations
of the produced planning proposals and strategies
for the development of the proposed action areas.

The workshop constituted of different activities
throughout the four days. It included lectures in in-
terdisciplinary topics presented by the different pro-
fessors in addition to the engagement of the flying
Faculty Prof. Hermann Schnell.

This was followed by intercultural dialogue activities
where the students got engaged with each other to
learn from each other and get acquainted by the
different cultural perspectives and interdisciplinary
perceptions of the case studies. It also included two
days of field surveys with different tools of participa-
tory approaches and ended with a whole day studio
work analyzing and concluding strategic vision for
the case studies.
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Comprehensive Training Course in Vision Rehabilitation at GJU

The participants in the Comprehensive Training
Course in Vision Rehabilitation have completed the
course requirements and they received their certif-
icates by the director of the Vision Rehabilitation
Center Dr. Nasim Alnuman.

The participants from different backgrounds and
countries expressed their deep gratitude to the Ger-
man Jordanian University for providing such a rich
and important course that covers many aspects of
the rehabilitation process for people with vision im-
pairment as a multidisciplinary approach. They also
were impressed in the way that the teaching process
includes both theoretical and practical parts. As they
need to work side by side with simulation glasses
to practice the visual assessment, use other senses,
orientation and mobility, activities of daily living, and
the education and inclusion in the learning process
in schools and community.

Moreover, each participant assessed and gave the
needed rehabilitation for two students in the Royal
Academy of the blind and low vision students. Fur-
thermore, each participant worked on a graduation
project and they were very creative and important
ideas for community services and for helping peo-
ple with vision impairment. It was remarkable how

each participant from his/her place and background
can benefit and contribute with others, and hopefully
to use this knowledge to serve his community and
country.

On the other hand, the team of GJU Vision Reha-
bilitation Center participated in an event organized
by the College of Rehabilitation Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Jordan celebrating the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities. The team participated in
the exhibition under patronize of the President of the
University of Jordan, Dr. Abdul Karim Al-Qudah.

This exhibition was consistent with the GJU Vision
Rehabilitation center mission to raise awareness
about the Vision Rehabilitation and the services that
are offered to help people with vision impairment.

Through the exhibition, the team explained the ser-
vices that are offered whether about education and
courses for specialists or clinical and rehabilitation
services for persons with vision impairment. Also,
they displayed different assistive devices including
optical, non-optical and electronic devices that are
used to improve the quality of life for persons with
low vision and increase their independence in the
community.

G)U Begins the Final Phase of Restoration of the Ancient Nabat-
aean Flood Control System in Wadi Madras

December marked the start of the final phase of the
Restoration of the Ancient Nabataean Flood Control
System in Wadi Madras at Petra Project. The project
is funded by the American Ambassadors Fund for a
cultural preservation project. The conservation and
preservation phase is implemented in cooperation
with Sela; a local NGO involves the training of local
community on the reconstruction of six check dams
in Wadi Hremeyyeh. The training will take about two
months. About 20 workers headed by two expert
stone builders are undertaking this task, which will
create about 1500 cubic meters of storage capacity
for floodwaters that would have otherwise flowed
into the Treasury area in Petra.

This project has been in implementation since No-
vember 2017. The U.S. Ambassadors Fund provided
the Center for the Study of Natural and Cultural Her-
itage at GJU $150,000 for the purpose of understand-
ing and mitigating flooding emanating from Wadi
Hremeyyeh.

Work thus far has been for preparation for this pe-
nultimate stage. This has included a highly dedicated
and qualified team of professionals from both inside

and outside GJU who cover the specializations of
geology, hydrology, archaeology, geomatics, architec-
ture, and engineering.

The work included detailed documentation of both
the drainage basin and the terraces and check dams
in it (over 120 of them), modeling of the hydrology,
development, and deployment of locally designed
and built stream gages, choosing optimal locations
for interventions and detailed design of these inter-
ventions.

The design and implementation locations were made
in close cooperation with the Department of Antiqui-
ties of Jordan and the Petra Development and Tour-
ism Region Authority.

Additional funding for the completion of terraces and
check dams in the whole drainage basin has been
generously provided through the German Develop-
ment Agency (GTZ) Cash for Work Program. This
funding will allow for a substantial expansion of the
project through 2020, allowing comprehensive man-
agement of flooding in Petra using traditional tech-
nologies.
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A Musical Evening for “Bait Alrowad” Band at GJU

The Library of the German-Jordanian University
(GJU) organized a musical evening for the Jordanian
“Bait Alrowad” band, in which a number of the great
musicians and pioneers of Jordanian art gathered in
the presence of a number of academic and adminis-
trative members and students.

The evening, which was under the patronage of the
President of GJU, Prof. Manar Fayyad, comes within
the framework of the university library project in its
new building equipped with halls and a theater to or-
ganize such events in order to spread and preserve
the Jordanian and Arab musical heritage through re-
cord it for future generations.

The band presented a number of performances that
showed the heritage and the old beautiful songs,
which made the attendance enjoyed their time.

On the sidelines of the evening, a number of academ-
ic and administrative members, governmental and
private cultural institutions and a number of publish-
ers where honored in the library activities for the year
2019 and were given certificates of appreciation.

“Bait Alrowad” was founded in 2008 and adopted by
the Greater Amman Municipality to include a group
of singers and composers who are over the age of

50 years that aims to mix between Jordanian and
Arab art in an effort to build bridges of connection
between old and modern songs.

G)U Organizes a Decoupage Workshop to ALC Students

The Community Affairs Office at the German Jorda-
nian University (GJU) organized workshops on De-
coupage Art and baking for the Arabic Language and
Culture Program students (ALC), in the presence of
the President of G)U Prof. Manar Fayyad, Vice Presi-
dent Prof. Atef Kharabsheh and GJU’s staff.

Trainer Randa Hadid gave the Decoupage Art work-
shop, where she introduced the students to the art
and its techniques, engaged them to perform and
decorate cups, and plates by gluing special papers
on them.

On another hand, the students were introduced to
traditional food and pastries. They had the chance
to mix the dough on their own and bake it too.

During the workshop, a musical segment was per-
formed by Ziyad Al Thawabi to emphasize the aim

of the activity in introducing the culture to ALC
students and interacting with the local communi-
ty. ALC program aims to attract students from Ger-
many and Europe to learn the Arabic language and
culture.

Notice
We are pleased to invite you to help us enrich the content of Al-Naura
Newsletter through
providing us with news and articles of the different events in your School or
Department. Contributions should be sent to the contact details mentioned
on the last page.
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