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The German Jordanian University Ranks among the Top 50 of Arab

Universities

The German Jordanian University Ranks

among the Top 50 of Arab Universities

The QS World University Rankings has announced the
results of Arab Universities 2020, where the German
Jordanian University (GJU) ranked 47 among them.

The President of GJU, Prof. Manar Fayyad, stressed
that these results indicate the success of the ap-
plied model at the university that contributes to ex-
ceptional educational outputs, which can be seen in
the high employment percentage among GJU grad-
uates and the significant increase in the number of
scientific research cited.

Director of Quality Assurance and Accreditation De-
partment (QAAD), Dr. Murad Samhouri, stated that
since 2015, GJU achieves progress every year in this
classification.

He said GJU had made remarkable increase dur-
ing the previous two years where it leaped from the
category (71-80) in 2018 to the category (61-70) in
2019, while this year it ranked 47, in the QS ranking
which considered one of the most respected and re-
liable sources in the world.

He added that GJU excelled nationally in the field
of published papers by faculty members, the repu-
tation of graduates among recruitment companies,
the ratio of foreign students enrolled in the univer-
sity, and the ratio of faculty members to students.

The QS ranking for the Arab region 2020 based on ten
categories including, the academic reputation of the
university, the reputation among recruitment compa-
nies, the ratio of faculty members to the student, cita-
tion of the scientific research, the international Academ-
ic members, and students enrolled in the university.

SAHL Students Visit the Court of Cassation

Students from the School of Applied Humanities and
Languages visited the highest court in Jordan-the
Court of Cassation- on November 7th, 2019. The aim
of the visit was to introduce the students to the func-
tions and responsibilities of the court.

Judge Mohamad Beik Al Homsi- Court of Cassation
Vice-President- welcomed the students and gave them
a brief overview of the general tasks and roles of the
court in the Kingdom. This includes its role as a super-

visory side in terms of monitoring and amending legal
matters and laws. These tasks entail the amendment of
previous laws and the approval of new laws as per the
recommendation of the Kingdom'’s Judicial Council and
the approval of His Majesty King Abdullah I1.

Thereafter, the students were given the chance to ask
questions about how the court influences political and
civil legal cases according to the legal decisions issued
by its judges.

At the end of the visit, the students were invited to
a brief tour of the court by visiting each department
and learning more about how legal decisions are pro-
cessed, handled, and archived after they are received
from various courts.

Consequently, the visit gave the students an insight
on how important the Jordanian judicial system is
in relation to society and the influence it has on the
country’s political stability and national security.

G)U Hosts the Higher Education Regional Cooperation Day

Under the Patronage of the President of the German
Jordanian University (GJU) Prof. Manar Fayyad, the
University hosted the Higher Education Regional
Cooperation Day organized by the by International
Projects Office (IPO) and the National Erasmus+
Office in Jordan.

The Day aimed to introduce the European Union
program (Erasmus+) for education, training, youth,
and sport for the period 2014-2020. The Vice Pres-
idents of GJU Prof. Atef Kharabsheh and Prof. Ralf
RofSkopf, GJU’s academic staff, in addition to aca-
demics from public and private Jordanian Universi-
ties attended the event.

Prof. Manar Fayyad welcomed all participants from
the Jordanian Universities attending to exchange
experience. She said,” In this occasion, | would like
to invite you to work together as partners to devel-
op the higher education sector in different fields of
education, training, and youth to enrich our univer-
sities with the skills and qualifications towards the
internationalization of education and growing use
of the latest technologies and tools for flexible learn-
ing through the learning and working experience of
institutions in Europe.”

She added that the German Jordanian University
is currently participating in five projects in capacity
building of higher education, in addition to another
five projects in the past years, one of them in the
field of the Socio-Economic Impacts of the Renewa-
ble Energy Implementation, where GJU is the grant
holder.

Furthermore, Fayyad specified that GJU supports
staff and students’ mobility to EU institutions for
training and teaching.

The event included two sessions, where in the first
session, Prof. Ahmad Abu- El Haija Director of Na-
tional Erasmus+ Office and the team in Jordan in-
troduced the learning mobility of individuals, Eras-
mus+ Virtual Exchange and Jean Monnet.

In the second session, they presented the Capacity
Building in Higher Education, key characteristics,
application, and selection procedure.

In the end, the participants engaged in a discussion
to exchange ideas and suggestions for future pro-
jects.




Researchers from GJU sound the alarm on the hazardous chemical
waste from batteries in general and electric vehicle batteries in specific
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Energy Storage Systems play a major role in our every-
day life. Portable electronics, regular, hybrid, and elec-
tric vehicles all employ various types of batteries that
would have to be discarded when spent. Researchers
at the German Jordanian University have been inves-
tigating the status of battery disposal in Jordan and,
in cooperation with the Ministry of Environment, were
able to look at past, current, and future initiatives,
guidelines, and legislation to sound the alarm and
raise social awareness of the importance of properly
discarding batteries and the laws to enforce them.

Dr. Mohamad K. Khawaja and Dr. Ammar Alkhalidi,
both of the Energy Engineering Department, along
with Sara Mansour, a graduate from the Biomedical
Engineering Department, published an article in the
Journal of Energy Storage titled “Environmental im-

pacts of energy storage waste and regional legisla-
tion to curtail their effects — highlighting the status
in Jordan.” The paper encourages consumers to be
conscious of the environmental impacts of discarding
batteries and the importance of disposing them prop-
erly to ensure recycle and/or resale of those batteries.
In a country like Jordan where hundreds of thousands
of lead-acid batteries are imported annually and with
an ever-increasing number of electric vehicles on the
road, proper disposal of spent batteries becomes
essential for environmental and economic reasons.
According to the Jordanian Drivers and Vehicles Li-
censing Department (DVLD), in 2018 approximately
8000 of all cars in Jordan were electric in some way,
fully EV or plug-in hybrids. The new electric vehicles
that are dominating the market operate on a new gen-
eration of batteries, lithium-ion is one example, where
domestically in Jordan, there are no proper channels
or future plans that afford the consumer a safe meth-
od of disposing of them that ensure proper recycling
or resale. This publication aims to make the Jordanian
consumers aware of the battery disposal predicament
and encourages them to properly discard any of their
energy storage devices.

Special thanks to the Jordanian Ministry of Environ-
ment and its Director of Hazardous Substances Dr.
Mohammad Khashashaneh for providing the team
with invaluable information regarding hazardous elec-
tronic waste in Jordan.

SAHL Students Visit the Martyr’'s Memorial

Students from the School of Applied Humanities and
Languages (SAHL) at the German Jordanian Universi-
ty (GJU) visited the Martyr's Memorial on November
21, 2019. The visit aimed to introduce the students to
the historical side of the memorial and to show them
how the Jordanian military promotes and safeguards
such a national gem.

Dr. Suleima Al Rababah- from the Jordanian Military-
and his colleagues welcomed the students and gave
them a brief overview of the general role of the memo-
rial in the Kingdom.

Thereafter, the students were given the chance to ask
questions about how the memorial functions as a mil-

itary and historical learning hub.

At the end of the visit, the students were invited to a brief

tour of the memorial’'s museum, where they were also
given brief presentations on each of the displays in the
museum both in terms of general historical information.

The visit gave the students an insight on how important
the Jordanian military is about society and the influence
it has on the country’s historical and national security.

G)U Wins the First Prize of Dewan Award for Architecture 2019
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Within Tamayouz Excellence Award, Industrial Profes-
sor Tha’er Qub’a from the School of Architecture and
Built Environment (SABE) at the German Jordanian
University (GJU) won the first prize of Dewan Award
for Architecture 2019- Al Umma Park Competition-
Bagdad.

Tamayouz Excellence Award announced the winner
of its Dewan Award for Architecture 2019 at the be-
ginning of October. The award, held in partnership
with Dewan Architects + Engineers, is an annual the-
matic prize that calls on participants from around the
world to respond to Irag-specific issues.This year, the
award’s theme was the regeneration of Al Umma Park
in Baghdad, seeking proposals that were mindful of
the existing structures and artworks in the park, as well
as the demands of the community and local context.

The winners were selected from a shortlist of 20 sub-
missions, which was released in September 2019. The
shortlisted finalists were chosen from a larger pool of
99 submissions from 29 countries. Selection of the fi-
nalists was based off criteria set in the award’s brief,
such as responding to the site’s conditions and offer-
ing solutions that are mindful of the park’s existing
structures and monuments, as well as the needs of
the local context and community.

Qub’a expressed his honour winning the first prize,
mentioning the achievements of GJU’s students, Agel
Abu Aladas who received the Appreciation Award of
Excellence in Graduation Projects under the supervi-
sion of Eng. Mohammad Khaled, and student Abdul
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Qadir Al Qaderi received the Appreciation Award of
Iragi Graduation Projects, under the supervision of
Eng. Leen Fakhouri.

About his project, Qub’a said that the design of the
park was based on the idea of turning it into an ex-
ternal museum that focuses on what unites the Iragi
people through the repetition of the (people mural) of
the great Iragi artist Jawad Salim.

The Jury comments on the first prize winner, Tha'er Qub’a:

“This project shows clear interaction and engagement
with the park’s existing monuments, while the mural
reverberates throughout the design. The bridge links
provide a strong lateral connection that interrelates
with the neighboring context. We found the approach
to the regeneration repetitive yet varied, which creates
an interesting play in rectilinearity.

“The project’s response to climatic requirements is ap-
propriate and avoids large expanses of lawn areas, in-
tegrating a low-management approach to the site. The
architects employed simple, direct and reliable solu-
tions that suit the scale of the site, while also creating a
balance between soft and hardscape, with an intelligent
use of plains. The bustan/orchard gives a strong sense
of place in Baghdad and the wider Middle East, while
the well-scaled, tree-lined streets would be appealing to
pedestrians flanking the long sides of the park.

“We commend the clear methodology, concept devel-
opment and design logic of the project.”




Study Tour for Private Sector Partners in Dual Studies

Logistics to Germany

GJU’s partner companies from the Logistics sector
joined a Study Tour to Germany organized by the
GIZ in order to learn more about the concept of Dual
Studies and cooperative vocational training. The fo-
cus was to demonstrate why the private sector in
Germany is highly involved in the training of young
people, knowing that the yearly amount of money in-
vested by the private sector in Germany on coopera-
tive education is estimated at about 7.7 billion euros.

The Tour took place in Hamburg and Bremen and
the group visited a University that offers a Dual Stud-
ies Program (Hamburg School of Business Admin-
istration), a Chamber (Bremen Chamber of Industry
and Commerce), Two Companies from the Logistics
sector (BLG LOGISTICS GROUP AG & Co. KG and
bremenports GmbH & Co. KG) and, a Vocational
Training School.

In addition, a meeting with the Senior Experts-Ser-
vice was organized to introduce the group with the
services that are offered by them.

Furthermore, the group toured the Hamburg harbor
with special attention on its logistics operations.

When asked about their experience through the
study tour all participants have expressed that they
had gained a great insight through the journey. Mr.
Moath Shahwan. HR Specialist from Central Trade
& Auto Co. stated “I think it was an amazing experi-

ence, it added a good value to my knowledge about
the dual studies program in addition to the sessions
(we had before) in Amman.”

Dr. AbdelRahim Alsoussi, who joint the tour as a rep-
resentative from GJU summarizes his impressions
as following: “A fruitful tour that had shown how im-
portant it is for the private sector to invest in young
talents, and how amazing and inspiring the results of
cooperative education could be.”

Moreover, there was a very positive feedback from
the German partners that had been visited by the del-
egation: “International exchange is always inspiriting
and it is simply a pleasure with such an and interest-
ed group” stated Mr. Klaus Waubke the Senior Rela-
tionship Manager, at Hamburg School of Business
Administration, a Germany Applied University that
is offering Dual Studies Programs amongst others in
Logistics Sciences.

An Interactive Lecture by Bayt
AlHikma Association at GJU

In cooperation with Bayt AlHikma Association, the
Library at the German Jordanian University (G)U) or-
ganized an interactive lecture, entitled (Human are
free creatures), presented by Mohammad Tayem, in
the presence of G)U’s students and staff.

The lecture aimed at highlighting the intersection be-
tween science, philosophy, and religion in defining and
understanding free will, besides training the audience
criticizing the ideas, forming a personal and logical as-
sessment of the ideas, and respecting others.

The Director of the Library, Dr. Aziz Madi, led the lec-
ture where an impressive dialogue was exchanged

between the attendees and the guest.

Mohammad Tayem expressed his admiration with
GJU’s students and their abilities in demonstrating
scientific logic in discussing the ideas in a healthy
and friendly atmosphere.

The Launch of the 2nd International Conference on Industrial
Systems and Manufacturing Engineering
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Silver Sponsor

Arab Potash Company (APC) Chairman Jamal Al
Sarayreh, patronized the opening ceremony of the
Second International Conference on Industrial, Sys-
tems and Manufacturing Engineering (ISME1g),
that was jointly organized by Jordan Engineers As-
sociation (JEA) - Mechanical Engineering Branch
and the German Jordanian University (GJU).

ISME’19 aims to address and connect current issues
in research and applications in the various fields of
industrial, systems and manufacturing engineering.
Additionally, ISME19 will act as a major forum for
researchers, engineers, industrialists, practitioners
and students from all over the world. The forum
opens the door for presenting the latest research re-
sults and exchanging cutting -edge ideas and practi-
cal experiences in conference related subjects.

Al Sarayreh stressed that JEA is always pioneering
by supporting the country with human capabilities
through preparing, motivating and pursuing them
to serve the country. He indicated that the confer-
ence is an example of the JEA’s efforts to improve
and provide Engineers with the latest researches
and concepts in the field.

JEA's President, Eng. Ahmed Samara Al Zoubi said
that the conference had a wide participation local-
ly and globally, it was attended by researchers from
12 countries to share their knowledge and research
with Jordanian engineers from public and private
engineering sectors, and to raise the level of general
awareness of the latest developments in the fields of
industrial, systems and manufacturing engineering.

ISME’19

Grand Hyatt Amman Hotel - Amman, 11-12 /11 /2019

Golden Sponsor Platinum Sponsor
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The President of the German Jordanian University
Prof. Manar Fayyad said that the University is work-
ing to provide quality education for students in the
field of engineering sciences, administrative scienc-
es and languages, beside strengthen the relation-
ship between the Higher Education Institutions in
Jordan as well as Germany.

She said that GJU supports scientific researches and
development in a dynamic interactive environment
with the industry, where the goal is to achieve the
modernization and investment of human resourc-
es. In addition, to achieve economic and social
development through qualified graduates who are
specialized, multilingual, academically, and socially
skilled and ready for the labor market.

The Chair of the Organizing Committee of the Con-
ference, Dr. Safwan Altarazi- from the School of Ap-
plied Technical Sciences (SATS) at GJU, said that
the conference features a rich program including 10
technical sessions with over 45 presentation, three
distinguished keynote speakers, two specialized
workshops, panel discussion, graduation projects
poster session, and an exhibition.

Furthermore, Altarazi thanked all the members of
the various conference committees for their dedi-
cation and collected efforts, besides all papers’ and
abstracts’ authors, keynote speakers, workshops
coaches, sponsors, panelists, graduation project
students, and the JEA's conferences department
and staff.




G)U Students Win Advanced Places in iSUSTAIN AWARD 2019

Students of the School of Architecture and Built En-
vironment (SABE) at the German Jordanian Univer-
sity (GJU) obtained advanced places in the seventh
iSUSTAIN AWARD 2019, where the closing ceremo-
ny was held this year at the Jordan Museum.

The A/E Business Council announced the winners,
where the student Noor Mansour won the second
place for her (Agora project) under the supervision of
Engineer Kawthar Rayyan. The project is re-purpos-
ing and adaptation of an old residential building in
Lweibdeh serves its community as well as outsiders
through providing new spaces needed for innovative
locals to work and sell their products, and including
tourists in this experience with the insertion of a bou-
tique hotel in the existing structure.

The project also includes a highly needed open
breathing space within wasted space in between
commercial buildings and connects to a busy com-
mercial street to encourage pedestrian exploration of
the area.

On another hand, student Dina Goussous won third
place for her project Alzheimer’s Care Center -Naour
under the supervision of Engineer Bishr Zureikat.
The project addresses the aging population who have
been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, through-
out all the stages, by meeting their social, physical,
psychological and medical needs to improve their
quality of life, manage the disease better and pre-
serve their sense of self.

The Alzheimer care center’s design focuses on provid-
ing an environment that heightens the awareness and
orientation of the residents by framing functions and
landscape elements as wayfinding markers, which will
assist patients in knowing where they are and provide
them with clear paths to their destinations.

Furthermore, students Mohammed Shambish and
Abdul Qader Qadri received certificates of appreci-
ation, where Shambish submitted a project on The
Rehabilitation of the cathedral of Benghazi under the
supervision of Eng. Saja Nashashibi, and Qadri for
his project Memory Park- Maddaba under the super-
vision of Eng. Leen Fakhoury.

The Jury consisted of Eng. Mohamed Al-Asam from
UAE, Dr. Khaled Asfour from Egypt, Dr. Rasem Bad-
ran, Eng. Maysa Al-Bataineh, Eng. Ayman Z’aiter and
Eng. Faris Baga'een.

The competition targeted universities that offer ar-
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chitecture specialties at the local and regional levels.
This year, several Jordanian, Palestinian, Lebanese,
and Iraqi universities participated in 64 projects.

It is worth mentioning that the closing ceremony in-
cluded two valuable lectures, the first lecture entitled
“Revival of heritage and the contemporary environ-
ment within the Egyptian house” by Dr. Khaled As-
four, and the second on “3 cities of one vision” by
architect Mohamed Al-Asam.

G)U’s Students Excel in Tamayouz Excellence Award 2019

Retracing Pella

MEMORY PARK

Within Tamayouz Excellence Award, G)U’s Students
from the School of Architecture and Built Environ-
ment (SABE) at the German Jordanian University
(GJU) won the Appreciation Award for two catego-
ries; the International Graduation Projects Award
and Iraqi Graduation Projects Award.

Abdulgadir Qadri supervised by Eng. Leen Fakhou-
ri won an Appreciation Award of the Category Iraqi
Graduation Projects, where he designed ‘* Memory
Park, Rethinking Madaba Archaeological Park’ to
honor the historically significant region and play
an active role in the city’s urban fabric and public
space.

Qadri’s design attempts to negotiate with the cur-
rent landscape and resolve the existing relationship
between the current spaces and the environment,
rather than impose an architectural intervention.
The proposal is an open museum that works with
the unused spaces between buildings, vegetation,
and rooftops.

The Jury’s Comments on Qadri’s Project:

“This entry is very inspirational and transformative
of a local area, and we commend its intent to regen-
erate an underused museum. The project responds
very well to the social and physical context and ad-
dresses its connection to the surrounding context.
The architecture is calm and restrained in keeping
with the historic buildings surrounding the project
and is sympathetic to the wider context.

“However, the project could benefit from more re-
search and a clearly defined plan programme with
technical realisation. And while the inside views are
great, as this helps us understand the building, the
exterior could be more exciting.”

Agel Abueladas supervised by Mohammed Khaled
won the Appreciation Award of Excellence in Grad-
uation Projects on ‘Retracing Pella, Archaeological
Research & Awareness Center’; he created a solu-
tion to protect Pella (located in the northern part
of Jordan Valley) from vandalism and destruction
as it awaits UNESCO World Heritage recognition.
The project outlines an architectural intervention
centered on an Archaeological & Awareness Center
that serves archaeologists and gives the local com-
munity and site visitors the opportunity to learn
more about the region’s history.

The Jury’'s Comments on Abueladas Project:

“This project features an interesting approach in its
treatment of the building as an excavation. It is very
elegant and offers respite from the heat and sun. The
project also has a very mature approach to its inter-
vention in the landscape, and avoids a visual compe-
tition with the adjacent archaeological excavations.

“Furthermore, the integration of the different court-
yards is well-delivered, as they take into account the
site’s topography, materials and colours. The hand-
drawn sketches show the time spent researching
the site and project before the proposal was drafted.
“We would have liked to see how this building man-
ages light and ventilation at such depth. Studies on
how the negative volumes could explore daylight
would have been interesting.”




MoU between G)U and Social
Security Corporation

The German Jordanian University (G)JU) and the So-
cial Security Corporation signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) in the training field.

Dr. Hazim Rahahleh, General Director of the Social Se-
curity Corporation, said that the agreement, which is
valid for one year and renewable, comes as a continu-
ation of an earlier agreement with the University, where
an execution plan was developed to begin implementing
a special training program targeting individuals, compa-
nies and institutions’ customers of the Corporation.

According to Rahahleh, the training aims to spread
awareness and knowledge of social security and its
community role, introduce the security law and its
applications in companies and businesses, before
the trainees receive a certificate of certified compli-
ance officer issued by the University.

The President of GJU Prof. Manar Fayyad said that the
partnership with the Social Security Corporation would
provide a real opportunity to share experiences in pro-
viding specialized training programs to the Companies’
compliance officers and would serve as a link between

them and the Corporation.

The Dean of the Graduate School of Business Adminis-
tration at GJU, Dr. Mamoun Akroush said that the uni-
versity would provide logistics services to participants in
the training courses, in addition to providing facilities and
developing joint professional, scientific, and advisory re-
lationships.

Dr. Samer Al-Mefleh, Advisor to the Director of Planning
and International Cooperation a confirmed that the foun-
dation would provide a team of qualified and experienced
trainers to carry out the necessary training tasks and pro-
vide scientific material related to the courses, in addition
to preparing and supervising the participants’ exam at
the end of the course.

VRC Participates in the Interna-
tional Scientific Referred
Conference on Special Education

The Vision Rehabilitation Center (VRC) at the German
Jordanian University (G)JU) participated in the Interna-
tional Scientific Referred Conference on Special Educa-
tion at the Hashemite University entitled: “Accessibility
to knowledge Content for Persons with Disabilities”.

The participation was mainly in the exhibition that
aimed to display the assistive devices and tools for peo-
ple with visual impairment, including presenting differ-
ent types of magnifying devices and modern assistive
electronic devices.

Moreover, the GJU vision rehabilitation team explained
the importance of using these devices to increase ac-
cessibility, adapt the environment and its effect in facili-
tating the process of learning and integration/ inclusion
in the community. All these devices were clearly basic to
increase the independence of persons with low vision
and to improve their life quality, whether they are chil-
dren, school students, university students or communi-
ty workers, each one from its place and role.

The exhibition included various modern electronic and
optical devices in different types for different tasks. The
GJU Vision Rehabilitation Center team explained that
these devices are offered to the service users with low vi-
sion free of charge as part of the university’s continuous
and long-standing role in community service. These de-
vices were distributed after full functional visual assess-
ment for each patient, by offering the needed training
on how to use them efficiently.

The exhibition was also an opportunity to meet partici-
pants from different disciplines and countries and pre-
senting to them the training courses offered by the GJU
Vision Rehabilitation Center for the specialists interest-
ed in the category of persons with visual impairment,
which include the blind and low vision.

G)U Welcomes CDC Delegation

2 7

On Wednesday, November 13, 2019, A delega-
tion from Communications Development Com-
pany (CDC), visited the German Jordanian Uni-
versity (GJU) to discuss research cooperation
opportunities.

The President of GJU Prof. Manar Fayyad wel-
comed the delegation together with the Dean
of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research
(GSSR), Dr. Sahel Alawneh, the Dean of the
School of Electrical Engineering and Informa-
tion Technology (SEEIT) Dr. Raed Mesleh and
Dr. Omar Hiari - Assistant Professor at the
School.

The Delegation, which consisted of Mr. Yazan
Mufti, Mr. Sufian Abanda, and Mr. Adnan Muf-
ti discussed the various potential avenues that
could be taken to support commercialization
and further development of research ideas, in-
cluding patents, through the creation of spin-off
companies.

The meeting concluded by agreeing to the next

steps needed to work on formulating a proper
framework between the two entities through a
research cooperation agreement.

CDC is a leading Jordanian electronic systems
engineering company delivering integrated solu-
tions covering Communications infrastructure,
Sensors, ICT, electro-mechanical and energy.

CDC was founded 40 years ago and was instru-
mental in starting public wireless services and
the internet in Jordan. CDC works regionally and
internationally.

CDC through its sister company (Science and
Technology Investments) participates in ear-
ly-stage scientific advancement jointly with Lon-
don University in quantum physics, Bioscienc-
es, and tools to help macular disease patients
read, this recently won recognition as one of the
top 20 impact programs evaluated out of 200
by the UK Gov. CDC looks forward to support-
ing and participating in Jordanian scientific re-
search and development.
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Jude Abu El Ghanam Sheds Light on the Untrodden Trail — Al Baqourah

Jude Abu El Ghanam, a graduates student from the School of
Architecture and Built Environment (SABE) at the German Jor-
danian University (GJU), presented her graduation project, The
Untrodden Trail -Al Bagourah, where she responds to the issue
of the area’s inaccessibility and abandonment by narrating the
site’s story and shedding light on the area, investigates the archi-
tectural, historical, and natural importance of Al-Baqourah area.

About her project, Jude says, “Capturing the exquisite aban-
doned & unreclaimed controversial land of Al-Bagourah, locat-
ed on the Northern borderline between Jordan & Occupied Pal-
estine by a journey that narrates the site’s story and uncovers
the inaccessible fragments of the site which holds historical,
natural & architectural significance.

Also, “The project is transforming the experience of Al Bagou-
rah area through a journey that sheds the light on this forgotten
site. A walking trail, which follows the trace of the pre-existing
railway, stitches existing fragments as well as hew minimal in-
terventions, reducing materials to those on-site plus cor-ten
steel, inspired by the industrial ruins on site.”

Jude participated in several awards through her project, and it
received recognition as the following:

1. MMS Prize (Mediterranean Mimar Sinan) — Honorable Men-
tion
https://www.mmsprize.com/en/event_2018/

2. Tamayouz International Award — Longlist (Top 50)
https://www.tamayouz-award.com/news/tamayouz-for-inter-
national-graduation-projects-award-2018-the-longlist

3. I-Sustain Awards — Shortlist
https://www.facebook.com/iSustainAwards/vide-

05/2055194341199252/

4. World Architecture Awards — Winner (Top 10)
https://worldarchitecture.org/architecture-projects/
awards-winners/

5. APR — UDAD (Urban Design & Architecture Design Award)
—3rd Place Award
http://www.architecturepressrelease.com/the-untrodden-trail-
al-bagourah-by-jude-abu-el-ghanam/

6. APR — WADA 2019 (World Architecture & Design Award) —
Winner-1st Place Award

7. ARCHIPRIX Chile International — Nominated by the German
Jordanian University and took part in a workshop in Santiago,
Chile in April 2018.

https://www.archiprix.org/2019/

SABE Wins the JEA Prize for the Architectural Graduation

Projects 2019

Five students from the School of Architecture and the
Built Environment (SABE) at the German Jordanian
University (GJU); Tala Alhaj and Zaid Abu Kaoud, un-
der the supervision of Dr. Farouq Yaghmour, Sama
Gaith and Taleen Samawi, under the supervision of
Engineer Thaer Qubaa, in addition to Agel Abuela-
das under the supervision of Engineer Mohammed
Khalid, were nominated to the final stage to win the
Jordanian Engineers Association (JEA) Prize for the
architectural graduation projects 2019.

Student Aqgel Abueladas won Third Place for his
project (Retracing Pella, Archaeological Research &
Awareness Center); he created a solution to protect
Pella (located in the northern part of Jordan Valley)
from vandalism and destruction as it awaits UNES-
CO World Heritage recognition. The project outlines
an architectural intervention centered on an Archae-
ological & Awareness Center that serves archaeolo-
gists and allows the local community and site visitors
to learn more about the region’s history.

On another hand, student Taleen Samawi received
an Appreciation Award for her project (Women'’s
Prison); the project is based on creating a system of
interaction to obtain positive effects on the rehabili-
tation of women prisoners along with their children,
besides the way the society views prison as an insti-
tution.

It is worth mentioning that the students who nomi-
nated for the final stage presented the following pro-
jects (Discovering the Lost Focus in Rainbow Street)
by Sama Gaith, (Redefining Spaces at Alabdali) by
Tala Alhaj, and (Almidan Tower) Zaid Abu Kaoud.

The closing ceremony was held Haya Cultural Center,
and it included a lecture by Dr. Ibtesam Fareed from
Egypt and a seminar led by the Head of the Award
Committee Engineer Shadi Abdul Salam.

Congratulations, SABE’s students and supervisors!
Once again, you make us at GJU very proud!
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“Energy Smart Mediterranean School Network” (ESMES) Kick-off meeting

In the framework of ENI CBC Med Program, the German Jor-
danian University (GJU) in Jordan will host the kick-off meet-
ing of ESMES Project on Wednesday, November 27th 2019.

The event, organized by the German Jordanian University,
one of the project partners, is the first official meeting of
ESMES. The project will be implemented in five Mediter-
ranean countries, involving five organizations: ICU - Insti-
tute for University Cooperation, leader of project, the above
mentioned German Jordanian University, the Lebanese
Center for Energy Conservation, the National Agency for
Energy Management of Tunisia, the Ribera Consortium of
Valencia and the Alcamo Municipality in Italy.

The project addresses the issues of growing energy de-
mand, fossil fuel dependence and increasing CO2 emis-
sions in the Mediterranean area. ESMES tackles the
common challenge of fostering renewable energies and re-
ducing energy use, with the common perspective of: adapt-
ing to Mediterranean climate conditions, finding innova-
tive, effective ways of optimizing renovation investments
and reducing the effects on electricity network. Buildings
have high energy consumption, causing 36% of CO2 and
high economic costs. Intervention in public schools is criti-
cal, being a relevant part of buildings stock with a low/often

Academic Study Tour for Dual
Studies

An academic study tour from the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan to the Federal Republic of Germany and Aus-
tria was designed by the German Development Cooper-
ation GIZ to provide academic staff with a detailed un-
derstanding of the cooperative higher education system.

The program includes several site visits and meetings
with different stakeholders in the field of cooperative
higher education like the Cooperative State University
of Baden-Wuerttemberg DHBW, the Cooperative State
University of Rhineland-Pfalz, the State University
Joanneum Graz, the State University of St. Poelten, the
State University Technicum Vienna and the Austrian
Accreditation and Quality Assurance Agency AQ.
These topics have been tackled:

- How to integrate the learning process between the work
in a company and the university,

- Different concepts how to run cooperative higher educa-
tion programs

- How to train students in the companies

- What are the factors for a successful educational process?
- Quality assurance in cooperative study concepts

unknown energy performance.

ESMES will focus on the optimization of energy consump-
tion in public schools through innovative, monitoring-based
renewable energy and energy efficiency (REEE) pilot actions
and will improve the capacity of 5 public institutions in or-
der to implement innovative energy rehabilitations.

ESMES is part of the ENI CBC Med Programme, the largest
multilateral initiative for cross-border cooperation (CBC) in
the Mediterranean area. The Programme has a budget of
€209 million, is funded by the European Union under the
European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) and managed
by the Autonomous Region of Sardinia (ltaly).

Creation of innovative start-ups, development of Mediter-
ranean-wide economic value chains, diversification of tour-
ism, technological transfer, inclusion of women and NEETS
in the labour market, better management of waste, water
and coastal areas, and improvement of energy efficiency in
public buildings: these are the main challenges addressed
by the 41 projects selected for funding in the framework of
the first call for standard projects, out of 439 project propos-
als submitted. The value of the 41 projects is €110 million, of
which €100 million of EU contribution.

“It was a pleasure meeting you and sharing prospec-
tus ideas about the cooperative program in Jordan
during this spectacular week. | will be looking forward
for future progress”, said Dr. Eva Haddad according to
experiences made.

From GJU Dr. Imad Hatamleh (Dual Studies Coordi-
nator for Logistics), Dr. Ismail Hababeh (Dual Studies
Coordinator for Computer Science), Dr. Mohammad
Al-Omari (Dual Studies Coordinator for International
Accounting), Dr. Safwan Altarazi (Dual Studies Coor-
dinator for Industrial Engineering), Dr. Stefan Braun
(Dual Studies Advisor) and Dr. Eva Haddad (Dual
Studies Courses lecturer for soft skills) joined the tour
among other academic Jordanian representatives.
This is a big and motivating step towards more prac-
tice related teaching and learning approaches.

The Launch of “Energy Smart Mediterranean School Network”

(ESMES) at GJU

Under the patronage of the President of the Ger-
man Jordanian University) GJU) Prof. Manar
Fayyad the kick-off meeting of Energy Smart Med-
iterranean School Network (ESMES) Project has
been launched.

The event, organized by GJU, one of the project
partners, is the first official meeting of ESMES.
The project will be implemented in five Mediter-
ranean countries, involving five organizations:
ICU - Institute for University Cooperation, leader
of project, the German Jordanian University, the
Lebanese Center for Energy Conservation, the Na-
tional Agency for Energy Management of Tunisia,
the Ribera Consortium of Valencia and the Alca-
mo Municipality in Italy.

Fayyad welcomed the attendees and participants,
expressing her happiness for the partnership be-
tween these entities, which contribute to the ex-
change of different scientific expertise in the field
of energy. In addition to involving local commu-
nities in the project activities and benefit of its
outputs.

She added that GJU is modelled on the German
applied-sciences model, characterized by their
focus on putting knowledge into practice and on
promoting knowledge transfer.

The project coordinators at GJU, Dr. Osama Saa-

deh and Dr. Zakaria Dalala from the Department

of Energy Engineering highlighted the issues and
topics addressed by the project such as the grow-
ing energy demand, fossil fuel dependence and
increasing CO2 emissions in the Mediterranean
area.

They added that ESMES which is funded by the
European Union under the European Neighbor-
hood Instrument (ENI) and managed by the Au-
tonomous Region of Sardinia (ltaly), will focus on
the optimization of energy consumption in public
schools through innovative, monitoring-based re-
newable energy and energy efficiency (REEE) pilot
actions and will improve the capacity of 5 public
institutions in order to implement innovative en-
ergy rehabilitations.

At the end of the event, which was attended by
GJU Vice President Prof. Atef Kharabsheh, the
Vice President for International Affairs Prof. Dr.
Ralf RoRRkopf and representatives from the Minis-
try of Energy and Mineral Resources, the Ministry
of Education, the Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, the Ministry of Planning
and International Cooperation and the Energy
and Minerals Regulatory Commission, the main
challenges facing the project were discussed and
ways to overcome them in order to achieve the
desired objectives. The project budget is estimat-
ed around € 3 million.
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VRC Introduces Vision Rehabilitation to Postgraduate Students

The Vision Rehabilitation Center (VRC) at the Ger-
man Jordanian University (G)U) offered an intensive
workshop “Introduction to Vision Rehabilitation”
for three hours to Ph.D. students in special educa-
tion at the World Islamic Sciences and Education
University on Saturday 23/11/2019.

The services of the center were introduced, which
include the training courses in center, the clinical
rehabilitation services including comprehensive
visual function assessment, provision of the need-
ed assistive devices and training, the environmental
adaptations needed for people with visual impair-
ment, and finally the early intervention services for
children with visual impairment associated with
other disabilities.

The lecture covered important theoretical informa-
tion and practical activities with simulation glass-
es that allow the participants to feel the challenges
faced by the person with low vision or blindness.

In addition, the lecture included the definition of
visual impairment and its impact on different as-
pects of life for the persons with visual impairment
and their families, the importance of the compre-
hensive rehabilitation process with the appropriate
evaluation, training, provision of magnifying and
assistive devices, as well as the necessary environ-
mental accommodations as increasing the contrast

<) e =
and improving the lighting with reducing glare.

On the other hand, the emphasis was placed on the
training in the activities of daily living, Orientation
and Mobility skills, and the available strategies for
training those people. Besides, the signs of visual
impairment that enable the specialists to identify
the child or student with visual impairment were
highlighted with the importance of referring them
to specialists, early medical and rehabilitation inter-
vention, especially children with visual impairment
associated with other disabilities.

The participants expressed their gratitude for the
comprehensive workshop that enriched their in-
formation and knowledge about visual impairment
and the different ways to rehabilitate them. They
emphasized the importance of such centers as the
Vision Rehabilitation Center, which translates the
GJU massage, with the constant support by its pres-
idency and management, as a community service
to help the persons with visual impairment. It was
agreed with Dr. Rana, the lecturer of the vision im-
pairment subject from the World Islamic Sciences
and Education University to arrange more tours and
activities with the rest of the students so they can
learn more about the center and its services, which
will increase the awareness among specialists and
the community.

Notice
We are pleased to invite you to help us enrich the content of Al-Naura
Newsletter through
providing us with news and articles of the different events in your School or
Department. Contributions should be sent to the contact details mentioned
on the last page.
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Environmental impacts of energy storage waste and regional legislation to
curtail their effects — highlighting the status in Jordan
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