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Chancellor Dr. Merkel holds dialogue with
German-jordanian University students
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel said
good education contributes to a better
standard of living for all communities
and people, and boosts stability, well-
being and development.

Merkel>s remarks came during a
dialogue with students of the German-
Jordanian University on Thursday.

The chancellor said German efforts in
Jordan through the German Agency
for International Cooperation focus
on cooperation in the fields of water,
environment and renewable energy,
stressing the readiness of the German
government to harness all its expertise
in this field to the Jordanian side.

Merkel said the German government
will not hesitate to offer any assistance
or support to Jordan and to enhance
cooperation  between
the two countries in various fields,

investment

especially in infrastructure and

transport, if the Jordanian government
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wishes and requested this aid.

The chancellor said Germany was
aware of the overburdens on Jordan
as a result of the Syrian crisis and the
hosting of tens of thousands of Syrian
refugees, a situation which put pressure
on infrastructure and public utilities.

Merkel stressed the importance of the
investor environment and legislation
attractive to investment in Jordan,
and said the economic delegation
accompanying her during this visit will
look into investment opportunities and
discuss the possibility of increasing
German investment in the Jordanian
market.

On the Syrian crisis, Merkel stressed the
need to find a political solution to this
crisis accepted by the Syrian peopless
political and religious spectrum, calling for
the re-drafting of the Syrian constitution
to establish a political life that guarantees
the rights of all Syria>s components.
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On this context, the chancellor said
Germany maintains its efforts with the
international community and all the
influential players in the Syrian arena to
reach a political solution to the Syrian
crisis, in a way that ensures the return
of all Syrian refugees and displaced
persons to their country and preserve
their rights.

In response to a question on the role of
Germany in the reconstruction of Syria
and Iraq, the chancellor said Germany»s
efforts at this stage focus only on
providing humanitarian assistance to
refugees and displaced persons, noting
her country will not participate in the
reconstruction process unless there
is a political solution to the political
and security crises and stability is
guaranteed.

As for stances of some German political
parties on refugees and the role of the
media and social networking sites in
mobilizing public opinion against the



newcomers, the chancellor said the
German government is keen to deal
with this issue objectively, which is
still a controversial matter among the
German society.

In reply to a question on Jordanss
economic situation, Merkel said the
tax reform in any country should be
balanced and take into account all
segments of society, as support should
be directed to the needy and groups
affected of any tax increase.

The President of GJU Prof. Manar
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Fayyad, presented the progress of the
university, since the establishment in
2005 by a Royal Decree, in accordance
with a memorandum of understanding
reached between the Ministry of Higher
Education and Scientific Research of
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and
the Federal Ministry of Education and
Research of the Federal Republic of
Germany.

She said that GJU was modelled on
the German applied-sciences model,
characterized by their focus on putting
knowledge into practice and on

Herzlich willkommen an der German Jordanian University
|| Besuch von
il Bundeskanzlerin Dr. Angela Merkel

promoting knowledge transfer, adding
that GJU has become a success story in
Jordan and the region and a model for
the German-Jordanian partnership,
Dr. Fayyad explained that the university
was able to establish a strategic
partnership with a
educational institutions and industry
in Germany, in addition to several
academic programs at the bachelor and
master level with 26 programs at the
bachelor level and 9 programs at the
level of the master, the most recent was
the social work program that was created
in response to the refugees crisis.

number of




The EU High Representative/Vice-President Federica
Mogherini Visits German Jordanian University,
attends EDU-SYRIA Graduation Ceremony

Syrian & Jordanian
Students

~~BhRDUATION
CEREMONY .,

The High Representative/Vice-
President of the EU. Federica
Mogherini, visited the German
Jordanian University to attend
the recognition of achievement
ceremony of the second batch of
EDU-SYRIA graduates. The HR/
VP visit was accompanied by the
EU Ambassador to Jordan Andrea
Matteo Fontana, the German
Ambassador  Birgitta  Siefker-
Eberle, the Ministry of Higher
Education (pending government
announcement), and the German
Jordanian University president
Prof. Manar Fayyad.

Today 145 Jordanian and Syrian
students participated in the
graduation ceremony of EDU-
SYRIA. They represent different
study levels on higher vocational,
bachelor and master degree.

During the graduation ceremony
Ms. Mogherini engaged in a
discussion with five vulnerable
Jordanian and Syrian students
under the EDU-Syria project (see
below for more information)
and two Jordanian students who
studied in Europe through the
EU funded Erasmus+ exchange
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program. The panel discussion
focused on their studies and their
career aspirations in Jordan and
abroad as well as regional political
topics. The meeting of HR/VP
Mogherini with the students
is in line with the EU focus on
Education and Youth in Jordan.

The German-Jordanian University
(GJU), modelled on the German
institute of applied-sciences,
is a public university located in
Amman/Madaba. The University
is characterized by its focus on
putting knowledge into practice
and on promoting knowledge
transfer.

About the EDU-SYRIA Project:

EDU-SYRIA is an EU funded
project to help vulnerable
Jordanians from the refugees
host communities and Syrian
refugees in Jordan to get access
to higher education through a set
of scholarship programs.

The EU provided GJU in 2015
with an initial contribution of
Euro 4 Million allowing 400
students to enroll in Higher
Education Institutions in Jordan.

. In 2016 the EU Syria Regional
Trust Fund ‘Madad’ provided a
second contribution of Euro 11
Million enlarging the number
of scholarships to support
1400 students. The project
is managed by the German
Jordanian University ‘GJU’ and in
partnership

with Zarga University, Jordan
University for Science and
Technology, Yarmouk University
and Al Quds College.

EDU-SYRIA  provides  Syrian
refugees with advanced training
and  education, which
contribute to the future efforts of
rebuilding the Syrian economy. In
this way it supports the «No Lost
Generation» strategy, which aims
to provide those affected by the
conflict with the chance to shape
a more stable and secure future.

will

The  project also  closely
cooperates  with  Jordanian
institutions helping vulnerable

Jordanians such as the National
Aid Fund, Tkiyet Um Ali and the
Al-Aman  Fund.



GJU Ranks among the World's Top 1000 Universities
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GJU RANKS AMONG THE-WORLD'S TOP 1000

QS Global World Ranking @

#751-800

There was great news from London,
England, with the release of the 2019
QS World University Rankings. The
German Jordanian University has been
recognized as one of the young public top
universities in the world and is ranked
800-751 top universities worldwide in
the QS world university ranking.

CJU is included in the QS world
university rankings for the first time
ever, this is one of the most prestigious
internationally recognized universities
ranking. QS classifies GJU as high
research intensity and focused subject
institution.

2019 QS ranking is based on six
pillars; Academic reputation, Employer
student  ratio,

reputation,  Faculty

citations  per  faculty = members,
international faculty and international
students registered in the university.
According to the QS published statistics,
GJU staff  contributed
317 recognized peer

reviewed journal papers, with over 1241

academic
internationally
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citations from the international scientific

community.

President Professor Manar Fayyad said
the university outstanding performance
recognized by the QS ranking send a
strong message that excellence model
adapted by GJU as a bi-cultural, as well
an applied science university resulted
in outstanding learning outcomes
recognized as high employability rate for
GJU graduates, and highly cited applied

research.

“QS ranking focused on what matter most
for academic institutions; it relies on data
and information collected directly by QS
intelligence unit where bibliometric data is
powered by Scopus. It focusses on academic
reputation. GJU was only one of 60 lead
international institutions considered as
new entrants to this prestigious ranking,
and the only new entrants from Jordan”
professor Fayyad said.

Dr. Anas Atieh, Quality Assurance and

Notice:
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234

Accreditations director at GJU said
While MIT, Stanford, and Harvard took
top spots in this ranking, it is with
great pleasure to have GJU recognized
among leaders. GJU is committed to
applied research, German dimension
and academic quality assurance, “This
is reflected in this advancement in
the QS rankings”. The purpose of the
rankings is to recognize universities as
the multi-faceted organizations, and to
provide a global comparison of their
success against the notional mission of
remaining or becoming world-class.

GJU will continue working towards
high
and will

academic quality performance
achieve more international
accreditations and recognitions. While
GJU uses rankings as one of many
means for measuring success, earlier
this GJU  lunched

MYGJU-course portfolio, a great tool

academic year,
to improve the learning experience for
our students on our path to maintain
excellence.

We are pleased to invite you to help us enrich the content of Al-Naura Newsletter through

providing us with news and articles of the different events in your School or Department.

Contributions should be sent to the contact details mentioned on the last page.




Dr Khalifeh Wins the AFCEA’s 40 Under 40 Award 2018

As part of the association’s Defensive
Cyber Operations Symposium in
Baltimore- USA, Dr. Ala’ Fathi Khalifeh
from the School of Electrical Engineering
and Information Technology (SEEIT) at
the German Jordanian University (GJU),
received the Young AFCEA 40 Under 40
Award.

Dr. Khalifeh has been recognized for his
distinguished academic and research
profile and for his involvement in
implementing a project in the field
of Wireless Sensor Networks and its
applications for boarders monitoring
and security.

The project is funded by the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
and is conducted in partnership with
The King Abdullah I Design and
Development Bureau (KADDB) as the
industrial partner in Jordan, and with
University of Kentucky from the US, and
Sapienza University of Rome from ltaly
as academic partners.

The Young AFCEA 40 Under 40international
Award is given to 40 individuals ages 40 and
under for their significant contributions in a
technical science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM) field by
providing innovation, thought leadership,
and support to their client or organizations

-2V
technology
Additional information about AFCEA's 40
Under 40 Award and a list of winners is
available online.

using  information
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GJU'’s Family congratulates Dr. Khalifeh on
his distinguished achievement!

The German Jordanian University’s family exchanged
greetings on Eid Al Fitr

The German Jordanian University’s
family exchanged greetings on Eid Al Fitr
in the presence of the president of GJU
Prof. Manar Fayyad and Vice Presidents
Dr. Atef Al Kharabsheh and Dr. Dorit
Schumann.

Prof. Fayyad expressed her delight of this
gathering to exchange greetings on Eid,
wishing for Islamic countries and the
kingdom peace and progress under the
leadership of His Majesty King Abdullah II
bin Al-Hussein.

She also stressed the importance of
these gathering in strengthening the
social solidarity among the university’s
members, hoping of more prosperity and
continuous progress to all.




Daimler AG Awards First Sponsorship to Support the
Office for Industrial Links (OIL) of the GJU

Since the founding of the GJU in
Amman, about 8g students have
already completed internships at
Daimler AG. Their achievements
during the internship always gave
rise to extremely positive feedback
from the company, which we are very
pleased about.

This long-term cooperation has led
to the establishment of a stable
and trusting relationship between
Daimler AG and GJU, which we
greatly appreciate and deepen with
this  sponsorship.

With this sponsorship, Daimler
AG supports the GJU>s Office for

Industrial Links (OIL) and its Career
Service, as well as the intensive
preparation of the students for their
internship during the German Year,
which is obligatory for studies at the
GJU.

The benefits of this support are
miscellaneous: The team at the OIL
experiences an increase in their
human the students
benefit from the improved service
before and during their German Year,
which makes them easier to orient on

the German job market.

resources,

In general, joint GJU business
partners can choose from a variety

of collaboration options: attending
a network meeting in Germany,
collaborating on research through the
Flying Faculty program and Train the
Trainer are just a few examples.

The additional support in the field of
Career Service of the OIL is, however,
due to the increasing number
of students and limited,
personnel capacities to be considered
particularly important and useful.

current

We would like to thank Daimler AG
for this sponsorship.

Powerful Network Meeting with Energy and Environmental

Engineers

The School of Natural Resources
Engineering and Management (SNREM)
opened the 2019 network meeting
at GJU. Twelve German professors
from different partner universities,
such as HS Aschaffenburg, OTH
Amberg-Weiden, HS Koblenz, HTWK
Leipzig, HS Magdeburg, HS Miinchen,
Westfilische Hochschule or HS Zittau/
Goerlitz, complemented by twelve
members of SNREM’s departments
“Energy Engineering” and “Water &
Environmental Engineering” met on
18th and 19th of June to discuss further
developments in their curricula and
student exchange.

In parallel workshops both expert
groups focused on their very own topics.
The group of professors for Energy
Engineering worked out a revision
of their study plan with a stringent
implementation of the Applied-science
approach including more parts of
lectures taught in German especially by
Flying Faculty professors.

The expert group on Water and
Environmental Engineering plans to
extend their network with German
partner universities in order to offer

Y]
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their students a broader range of German
supervising
them. Also a third Department for Civil
Engineering will be established at SNREM
as an answer of the high demand and
student

professors  hosting and

increasing numbers.

New ideas have been vitally discussed, e.g.
the offer of online courses videotaped by
German partners for GJU students or a
Teaching-Tandem platform where students
from both universities can exchange their
knowledge and practice their German and
English language skills in alternation. The
German participants moreover enjoyed
being informed about up-dates from GJU’s
Office for Industrial links, International
Office and German Language Center.

The participants of the network meeting
then had the chance to visit the research
site Al-Karamah Al Ghour accompanied
by Dr. Mohammed Al-Addous and Dr.
Madhher Bdour explaining the pilot
plants in biogas, photovoltaic and
desalination systems at Jordan valley.

Dean of SNREM Dr. Munjed Al Sharif,
thanked everybody for a fruitful and

productive  meeting and  underlined
the importance of the network itself for
successful  collaboration and  further

developments in this German-Jordanian
TNB project. He also emphasized that GJU
students are amongst the best graduates in
whole Jordan with a high employability rate
due to their hard work and their experiences
gained during the German year.



Handing the European Logistics Association
Certificates to SMLS Students

The School of Management and
Logistic Sciences (SMLS), at the
German Jordanian University
(GJU), celebrated the handing of
the certificates of the European
logistics association (ELOGS), to the
first group of the logistic sciences
department’s graduates of the
School of Management and Logistic
sciences.

The president of the University , Prof.
Manar Fayyad, during the ceremony
which was held in Darat Othman
bdair and with the presence of vice
presidents , Dr. Atef Al Kharabsheh ,
Dr. Dorit Shumann, and the presence
of SMLS Dean Dr.Malek Al Sharairi
, and Mr. Jos Marinus the former
president of (ELA) and board member
has pointed out to the importance of
this certificate in order to enhance
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the quality of the graduates and to
prepare them for the labor market.

Fayyad also has mentioned that
she is proud of all graduates who
are currently working in different
governmental and private sectors
and how they have employeed the
experience that they have gained
during their work and study in Jordan
and Germany.

From his side, Dr. Malek Al Sharairi
has briefly presented some facts and
numbers about the SMLS , saying that
857 students have graduated from the
school , 294 of which have graduated
from the logistic sciences department
, and the current enrolled students in
the school are 1000 students.

Dr. Al Sharairi has also pointed out

to the dual study track, which was
implemented by the faculty during
last semester in cooperation with
Aqaba Logistics village.

While Mr. Marinus has indicated that,
the (ELA) is a federation of 30 national
organizations,  covering  almost
every country in central and Western
Europe, which aims to provide an
international forum for networking,
the promotion and development
of the logistics and supply chain

profession.

On the other hand, Marinus has
encouraged the graduates to keep
learning to develop logistic sciences
as a profession.

At the end of the ceremony, Prof. Fayyad
handed the certificates for the graduates.
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