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GJU Celebrates the Opening of “Anwar” PV project



> The Opening of “Anwar” PV project

o

Under the Patronage of His Excellency the Minister of Higher
Education Prof. Adel Al-Twaisi, the German-Jordanian Univer-
sity (GJU), celebrated the opening of project “Anwar” - the 2.11
MWp solar power plant.

The President of GJU Prof. Manar Fayyad said that Anwar pro-
ject considered one of the most important projects to support
the university's budget by reducing the electricity bill which will
reflect positively on GJU.

She added that it also symbolizes the core idea and the vision
of GJU that adapt the applied approach in teaching and training,
besides the focus on sustainable development for the benefit of
our beloved country.

Anwar Project was established to meet the aspirations of His
Majesty King Abdullah Il Bin Al Hussein for the energy sector in
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and as a serious step towards
a clean green environment that contributes to reducing reliance on
fossil fuels and replacing them with sources of renewable energy.

The idea of the project embodies the GJU’s vision to promote
technological progress and applied scientific research. In addi-
tion to the economic return of the project, the project is consid-
ered an educational and practical application center.

It is also a center for research, projects, scientific studies and
engineering training of various disciplines through the technol-
ogy applied in monitoring the plant and its components and
production, as well as monitoring environmental factors and
collecting its data from the plant.

Moreover, a large number of students from the Faculty of Engi-
neering have been trained at the site during the project execu-
tion period. The project has become a model for all other students
and any othe beneficiaries of training and data collection.

The idea and implementation method of the project
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contributed to the development of the architectural
environment of the university by having the harmony
between the new structural elements of the project and the
modern architectural character of the university.

The project added a modern technological profile that makes
the university kept up to the latest technologies worldwide.
Also, materials installed in the project are of the latest tech-
nology along with the latest construction techniques, some
of which are considered the first of their kind in the world.

The project was executed by Firas Balasmeh Corporation
for Control Systems “FB GROUP”, which started work in
February and was completed in a period of seven months.

The station includes 6697 solar modules and 79 solar in-
verters, distributed on different plants inside the campus
in the form of carports for 600 cars and aisles canopies for
students and pedestrians, as well as plants on the rooftops
of buildings and rooftops of prefabs. All forms contribute
to the provision of shaded areas for cars and pedestrians
and add to the aesthetic appearance of the University. In
addition, the carports and canopies are equipped with a
lighting system that reflects a distinctive aesthetic appeal to
those areas at night.

The project also includes a SCADA system with the most
advanced technology for the purpose of controlling and
monitoring for all system components and productivity, and
for immediate address for any problems or malfunctions
that may occur during the operation

In addition, the project includes an integrated automatic
weather station for the purpose of monitoring some of mete-
orological and environmental factors such as solar radiation,
temperature and precipitation ratios, which has made it a point
for scientific studies and different kinds of projects by linking
its outputs with the outputs and productivity of the plant.



> Reclaiming Public Spaces Within Metropolitan Areas Conference

AIMING

Under the Patronage of Her Excellency Brigitta Maria Siefker the
Ambassador of German Embassy in Amman, with the cooperation
of TU Dortmund University and the support of German Academic
Exchange Service (DAAD); the School of Architecture and Built En-
vironment (SABE) organized the Second International Conference
“Reclaiming Public Spaces Within Metropolitan Areas” at German
Jordanian University (GJU).

The President of GJU, Prof. Manar Fayyad said that this event offers
a platform of inputs of different scholars fram almost 12 countries,
to describe their various case studies and research on public space,
the role of public space in the different regions and cities and the
socio-cultural and economic aspects of city developments, as well as
the nature-based planning approaches.

Director of DAAD Jordan, Gabriele Von Fircks gave an introduction
about the institution highlighting the most important services and
programs they fund.

She darified that this conference comes within the Higher Education
Dialogue with the Muslim World program that aims to strengthen the
ties between higher education institutions in Germany and Islamic
countries and the fostering of subject-specific and cultural dialogue
between students and young academics from Germany and partner
countries.

From his side the Dean of (SABE), Dr. Ziad Haddad identified the im-
portance of the topic, hoping to start a new phase by sharing the knowl-
edge for a better development of our cities.

The Vice Dean of SABE Dr. Maram Al-Taweel said that the conference
includes three main subjects: Urban Transformation & the Role of Pub-
lic, Social and Culture and Nature-Based.

She also mentioned that it will showcase the products of the project in
form of student's work, research projects and knowledge exchange that
occurred among the German Jordanian counterparts.

It's worthy to mention that the conference that lasted for three days
was attended by the chairman and members of GJU Board of Trustees
with the contribution of 170 participants from 12 Arabic and foreign
countries.

Launching the Future Scientists Competition

The German-Jordanian University (GJU) hosted the launch of the
“Future Scientists” competition for schools’ students organized
by the Ebtikar Innovation for Creativity Development Association
in cooperation with the Ministry of Education in the presence
of teachers and students from several schools in Amman and
Madaba.

The President of GJU, Dr. Manar Fayyad, said that starting this competition
from the University's campus is in line with the University’s vision of devel-
oping creative thinking among students and motivating the youith generation
to innovate, research and experiment, as the University embraces a platform
and a program of innowvation and Entrepreneurship.

She also pointed out that one of the students of the university won
first prize in the 1gth Arab Forum for Entrepreneurship in the United
Arab Emirates titled “Entrepreneurship and Innovation and the
challenges of the twenty-first century”, stressing the importance of
the youth generation and its ability to turn the challenges into
opportunities and achievements.

The President of the association, Suria Ayyad, presented an overview
of the association and its objectives of discovering the potential and
development of children and youth by providing various academic,
educational and social services to them, especially in the fields of
talent, creativity, and innovation.

Ayad explained the nature of the competition and its conditions, areas

and cbjectives in providing students with the methodology of scientists
in research, discovery and invention, and motivating science teachers
to assist in creating innovative projects, in addition to the involvement
of the community and academic institutions in supporting children
and young people to build a supportive society of scientific knowledge.

From his side, Madaba’s Education Directorate representative, Mr.
Saied Al-Radhouneh, encouraged the students to participate in such
competitions and thanked the association in creating this competition
for its importance and valuable impact on students.

At the end of the ceremony, student Aya Haitham, and teachers Amna
Joudeh and Maha Awad shared some words about the competition



> The Second Annual Research Day

The Deanship of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research (DGSR)
organized the Second Annual Research Day at German Jordanian
University (GJU).

The President of GJU, Professor Manar Fayyad cleared the importance
of scientific research in solving the problems and challenges that
surround us all over the world considering various fields such as
Energy, Health, Environment and Technology.

She stressed on the significant role of these gathering in exchanging
ideas and information for the benefit of the university and the
whole society, encouraging GJU’s academics to take the chance to
collaborate and build partnerships with each other.

The Dean of DGCSR, Professor Ziyad Masoud clarified that
scientific research is considered one of the most important roles of
the faculty at GJU explaining the mission, responsibilities and roles
of the deanship.

He also added that the research philosophy of GJU is based on
active engagement with the need of the society and industry to
propose and solve current issues and challenges.

Dr Dia Zaiden the initiator of the Annual Research Day at G)U, said
that the event is dedicated to highlighting the breadth of research
and innovation on issues of major disciplinary, multidisciplinary
and global importance being done at GJU through presentations
and poster sessions, providing an oppoertunity for GJU faculty and
staff at all levels of employment, students and their academic,
governmental and industrial partners to come together and present
their research activities in a public forum facilitate.

The day also incorporated keynote lectures given by Professor
Fouad Mrad, ESCWA Technology Center, Jordan, Professor Anwar
Battikhi and Mr. Amine Triki of Clarivate Analytics as well as G)U
faculty members.

» GJU Hosts AGYA Workshop at SABE

The School of Architecture and Built Environment (SABE), at
German Jordanian University (GJU) hosted the Arab- German Young
Academy of Science and Humanities (AGYA), in the presence of
Vice-President of International Affairs Prof. Dorit Schuman.

During the workshop Schuman teld the story of GJU's establishment
indicating that it is a success story and the fruit of the efforts of His
Majesty King Abdullah Il Ibn al-Hussein and the German political lead-
ership.

The AGYA public event “Storytelling Entangled between Entertainment
and Education” started with a keynote speech on “Gaming as a Form
of Modern Storytelling”, then the topic of storytelling is explored from
different angles in the form of a panel discussion, including the aspects
of storytelling in pre-medern Islamic times, in modern Jordan, story-
telling as teaching methods, and as a way of science communication.
AGYA at the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Human-
ities promotes research cooperation among outstanding early-career
researchers from all disciplines who are affiliated with a research insti-  More than 50 members —in equal number Arab and German scholars
tution in Germany or any Arab country. — have been selected to join AGYA since 2013, they have realized joint

projects and initiatives in the framework of six interdisciplinary Working
The academy provides partnership-building opportunities and funding ~ Groups: Arab and German Education; Common Heritage and Com-
to suppott the innovative projects of its members in various fields of  mon Challenges; Energy, Water and Environment; Health and Society;
research as well as in science policy and education. Innovation; and Transformation.




> Vocational Training Workshop

As part of the capacity building in the Vocational Training Center
for undergraduate university students and teachers in Jordan
(VTC project), three trainers from the Institute Superior de Pacos
de Branddo (ISPAB) from Portugal participated in the capacity
building by training 20 students and instructors at German Jorda-
nian University (GJU).

The same trainers will do a similar training at the other five part-
ner Jordanian universities.

The training program was for four hours and covered three train-
ing sessions, Customer essential elements of a customer man-
agement approach, Sales and marketing skills: strategy and tac-
tics, History, heritage, and development: the touristic activity.

The training included several activities. The students and instruc-
tors’ evaluation for the training was very satisfactory. Further, the
trainees received an attendance certificate.

Finally, it worth mentioning that The VTC project is a three years’
project started in Oct. 2015 and funded by the European Union
through an Erasmus+ Project. A VTC |lab was established in Apr.
2016 at GJU.

The VTC lab has a complementary role for other entities at GJU
in providing the GJU students and instructors with co-curricular
skills and courses that are required by the job market. The coordi-
nator of the YTC project at GJU is the head of Industrial Relations
Committee Dr. Ziad Abuelrub.

-Lecture on the Importance of Arabic Language
in Western Societies

The Consultation and Training Center organized a lecture on the
importance of the Arabic language in western communities. The
lecture was part of the activities arranged by the university for the
German students who are enrolled in the Arabic Language and
Culture Program for the 2017/2018 academic year.

The lecture delivered by Dr. Ziad Abu Laban, consultant at the Ministry
of Culture, aimed at introducing the German students to the culture of
Jordan to orient them so that they can easily blend in society.

In addition, Dr. Abu Laban presented critical issues related to the Arabic
language linguistics to enhance the students’ Knowledge in this field.
Dr. Thelal Oweis , program coordinator, highlighted the importance
of introducing such programs in the Arab World as there has been a
worldwide demand for learning Arabic as a foreign language.

“ neafly a 100 German students have graduated from the Arabic
Language and Culture Program since 2014”, Dr. Oweis. She further
explained that the program is divided into two parts; thecretical and
practical . The earlier comprises advanced/intensive Arabic language
lectures, while the latter involves weekly field trips and workshops
where students can apply what they learn all through each week.

A number of nineteen German students from 11 different German
universities are enrolled in the program this year.




> Reykjavik Delegation Visit to GJU

A delegation from the University of Reykjavik of Iceland
visited the German MM)Jordanian University (GJU), to ex-
plore collaboration opportunities with a number of uni-
versities in the region and GJU.

During the visit, the delegation met with the President
of GJU, Prof. Manar Fayad and a number of faculty mem-
bers frem various schools, where they learned about the
most important projects and plans of the university in the
fields of Information Technology, Sustainability Projects,
Energy and Robotics; in order to plan for future projects
and cooperation between the two parties.

The delegate includes the President of Reykjavik
University, Dr. Ari Kristinn Jénsson, the Dean of the
School of Computer Science, Dr. Gisli Hjalmtysson, the
International Office Director, Mrs. Gudlaug |akobsdéttir
and the faculty member in computer science Dr. Mohammad
Hamdagqa.

The schools that took part in this visit are: of Graduate
Studies and Scientific Research, School of Natural Re-
sources, School of Applied Technical Scienc e and the
School of Electrical Engineering ,Information technology
and Deanship.

> German Parliment Delegation Visits GJU

A German delegation visited German Jordanian University (GJU)
to meet with GJU’s students in order to give them an introduction
about the International Parliament Scholarship (IPS).

President of GJU Prof. Manar Fayyad welcomed the guests giving
them an introduction about GJU since establishment in 2005 upon
an agreement signed between the government of Jordan and the gov-
ernment of Germany.

She explained that GJU aims to play a significant role in promoting
links between Jordan and Europe, particularly Germany, and how GJU
could in the last few years to position itself as a leading institution
of higher learning that's dedicated to service, innovation, academic
management and human resources development.

During the meeting a film projection and presentation about the [PM
was presented by member of the German Parliament Mr. Johannes
Kahrs, besides a report of experience by Noor Al-Haymaoni, while the
Head of International Office at Humboldt University of Berlin Ursula
Hans conducted a presentation about study in Berlin.

The IPS program is designed to provide insights into the German
parliamentary process in order to foster international understanding
and promote peace and cooperation.

The Getman Bundestag offers a scholarship program for politically
interested young Arab graduates who are keen to learn more about
the German patliamentary system and want to play an active role in
promoting core democratic values in their home countries.

The program’s core element is a week-long work placement in the
office of a Member of the German Bundestag.
It also focuses on information regarding the German parlia-

mentary systemn, along with lectures, workshops and seminars on
German history and culture, religious freedom, minority issues and
dealing with experiences of dictatorships (the Nazi dictatorship and
SED dictatorship).




> Fulda Delegation Visits GJU

The School of Electrical Engineering and Information Technol-
ogy (SEEIT) at German Jordanian University (GJU), organized
a visit for a German delegation from Fulda university where 20
students; 10 German and 10 from G)U will work together on a
common task.

The president of CJU Prof. Manar Fayyad welcomed the
delegation, and gave them an introduction about CJU and the
most distinguished attributes the university offer such as the
German year for students, flying faculty program, Train the Train-
ers program for administrators. Fayyad concluded her speech
by wishing the students productive outcomes from their visit to
GJU and Jordan,

Vice- President of International Affairs Prof, Dorit Schumann
also conducted an introduction to the guests about CJU and
the story behind its establishment, where she clarified that it
was founded in 2005 by a Royal Decree, in accordance with a
memorandum of understanding reached between the Ministry
of Higher Education and Scientific Research of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan and the Federal Ministry of Education and
Research of the Federal Republic of Germany,

She pointed out the importance of exchange programs where
people can interact with each other and become friends, Stress-
ing on the effects of such experience in clearing any confusions
about different cultures,

During the five- day visit, the students from both sides are

supposed to build a game using 3D unity in the area of comput-
er science and/or digital media. On the last day, students will
present their results to a jury who will evaluate their performance
and distribute prizes and certificates for the best performances.

It's worth mentioning that Prof. Dr. Paul Grimm and Prof. Dr.
Markus Géltenboth from Fulda University are scheduled to pres-
ent a Colloquiums on two topics: A Computer graphics colloqui-
um and Business Informatics in Germany colloquium at GJU.

The meeting was attended by Vice President Prof. Atef Kharab-

sheh, the Vice Dean of SEEIT Dr. Raed Mesleh and Dr. Dhiah
Abou-Tair,
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> MoU with UAS Magdeburg-Stendal

The German Jordanian University (GJU) represented by Pres-
ident Prof. Dr. Manar Fayyad signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with the University of Applied Sciences
Magdeburg-Stendal, represented by Rector Prof. Dr. Anne
Lequy regarding the academic ranks for German professors
at GJU.

The MoU aims to encourage Germans professors to join GJU in
order to benefit from their expertise in teaching and practice to
enrich the learning process for GJU's students.

It's worth mentioning that the University of Applied Scienc-
es Magdeburg-Stendal the strategic partner of GJU has many
agreements that include academic and students exchange.

The event was attended by the Vice President of GJU Prof. Atef
Kharabsheh and the Vice- President of International Affairs Prof.
Dorit Schumann




> GJU participates in Schools’ Exhibitions

The German-Jordanian University (GJU) participated in Schools
exhibitions organized by a number of private schools to introduce
its students to the academic programs and activities offered by the
universities in order to assist them in selecting the specializations
they wish to study.

GJU's Representatives from the Public Relations and Marketing
Department, International Office, Registration Department and Of
fice for Industrial Links presented a detailed explanation to the stu-
dents about the nature of the specialties offered by the university to
obtain a bachelor degree, answering all students, parents and visitors
questions and inquiries.

GJU was shaped on the German applied-sciences model, characterized
by their focus on putting knowledge into practice and on prometing
knowledge transfer.

GJU focuses on preparing the students to work environment by
equipping them with the right knowledge and skills to compete in the
local and international market.

The schools' visits included the Modern English School, the Baptist
School, the Cambridge Schoal and the English Talents Schodal.
During the exhibitions, leaflets were distributed.

> Prof. Zaid Odibat Among the Most Influential Scientists in the World

Prof. Zaid Odiabt from School of Basic Sciences and Humanities (SBSH)
at German Jordanian University (G)U), has been selected as a 2017 high-
ly cited researcher.

Prof. Odibat has been named a 2a17 Clarivate Analytics Highly Cited Re-
searcher due to the number of citations his research work has received
fromn his fellow researchers. He published more 8o research papers in high
ranked international journals.

His work has been identified as being among the most valuable and signif-
icant in the field Applied Mathematics.

Highly Cited Researchers from Clarivate Analytics is an annual list recog-
nizing leading researchers in the sciences and social sciences from around
the world. The final new list contains about 3,400 Highly Cited Researchers
in 21 fields of the sciences and social sciences. The 2017 list focuses on
contemporary research achievement: only Highly Cited Papers in science
and social sciences journals indexed in the Web of Science Core Collection
during the 11-year petiod 2005-2015 were surveyed.

Highly Cited Papers are defined as those that rank in the top 1% by cita-
tions for field and publication year in the Web of Science.

Notice:

We are pleased to invite you to help us enrich the content of Al-Naura Newsletter through
providing us with news and articles of the different events in your School or Department.

Contributions should be sent to the contact details mentioned on the last page.




> Ismael Ismael the First Prize in the 19th Arab Forum
for Entrepreneurship

The School of Applied Technical Sciences (SATS) at GJU represent-
ed by Dr. Hisham EIMoaqet and Mechatronics Engineering Student
Ismael Ismael participated in the 1gth Arab Forum for Entrepreneur-
ship which was held in the American University at Ras Alkhayma in
United Arab Emirates (UAE) in the period 12-15/11f2017.

The forum in its 1gth version was co-organized by the Arab Council
for Training Students of Arab Universities (ACTSAU) and the Arab-Cer-
man Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA).

Under the track of Systems and Information Technology, GJU student
Ismael Ismael and Supervisor Dr. Hisham ElMoaget won the first prize
for the graduation project: “Designing, Commissioning, Programming,
and Testing of an Internet of Things (1oT) Device for Training Purposes
of Industry 4.0”.

The graduation project includes a complete device development for
a Cyber-Physical System with |oT integration featuring the smart fac-
tory vision including many important features of the 4th industrial
revolution (Industry 4.0). The project was supported and funded by
Bosch-Rexroth in Germany.

Congratulations to our student |smael, we are proud of your success
and wishing you more progress and pros perity.

Azmi Al Nawayseh Receives the Yearly DAAD Prize for Outstandin
Achievements of Foreign Students at German Universities

Azmi Al Nawayseh who graduated in Management Sciences from
GJU in 2010, continued his career and education in Germany after
working for GJU’s International Office.

In 2014, he moved to Villingen-Schwenningen where he started to work
as a Project Manager of a program for International Students at the
Corporate State University of Baden Wuerttemberg ((DHBW).

He is currently enrolled in the MBA degree program International Man-
agement at the University of Niirtingen (HAWU) and writing his master
thesis at Daimler Insurance Services GmbH in Stuttgart.

In addition, Azmi is a volunteer translator at the pool of interpreters in
Nirtingen and also acts as a Jordanian representative of the Cross-Cul-
ture Program at the Institute for Foreign Relations.

The DAAD Prize for Outstanding Achievements of Foreign Students
at German Universities was awarded to him by HfWU rector Prof. Dr.
med. Andreas Frey.

Yet, Azmi is not the only one who makes his country proud: Having
started his studies in Industrial Engineering at GJU, Mohammad Zayed
is currently studying at Hochschule Magdeburg-Stendal in his seventh
semester and also received the DAAD Prize for Outstanding Achieve-
ments of Foreign Students at German Universities.

After his German year which included an internship at Airbus Opera-
tions GmbH, the 24-year-old completed an intensive German course
and relocated to Magdeburg in order to finish his studies, where he
now shares his experiences with other Jordanian students and helps
them find their way around town. Besides his studies, Mohammad has
been a working student at Airbus since 2016 fulfilling his childhood
dream of working with airplanes.

The DAAD prize for Outstanding Achievements of Foreign Students
is worth 1,000 Euro and has been awarded for more than ten years.
It intends to show the large numbers of foreign students at German
universities and to connect them with their stories.

Every single foreign student takes a piece of Germany home with him/
her and leaves something of himself/herself in Germany - an enrich-
ment for both sides. The students, who received such a prize through
their respective host university, stand for their fellow students from all
over the world. They are future partners for Germany in business, pol-
itics and science.

Congratulations from GJU’s family to Azmi and Mohammad on their
achievements — and looking forward to hearing the stories of many
more successful GJU students in Germany.
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